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Foreword

China is a country with a vast landmass. The Yellow River and the Yangtze River, have fed and
nourished the Chinese nation for centuries in the past, and made China world—famous for its ancient
civilization. With its long coastlines and wide seas, China is also a seafaring nation, which has harboured a
rich maritime civilization. The Baiyue people, who lived in the lower reaches of the Yangtze River and were
nourished by the Hemudu culture, were the forerunners of our ancestors in shipping. The carved wooden
oar of the Hemudu culture dating from 7000 years ago, and the canoe from Kuahugiao in Xiaoshan area of
Zhejiang province, dating from 8000 years ago, are proofs of this fact.

Ningbo, which in ancient times was called Mingzhou, is an important port that connected China with
countries overseas in the past. It was also one of the ports of embarkation for the “Silk Road of the Sea”. Its
shipbuilding technology played a leading role in Chinese history. The sternpost rudder, the watertight
bulkhead, the paddle-wheel boat, and the floating—needle compass were the four great inventions in
ancient Chinese shipbuilding, which made great contributions to the world shipbuilding technology. The
ancient Chinese civilization, including the Stone Axes with Segment, spread across the sea to Southeast
Asia - to the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, and even to the Polynesia islands in the Pacific — and this
factis acknowledged by both Chinese and international archaeologists.

Mr You Feijun, an entrepreneur from Ninghai, Ningbo, was born in a family of navigators who have
been sailed on the oceans for generations. In order to pass on the rich tradition of Chinese maritime culture,
he has organized retired shipbuilding craftsmen to engage in the construction of models of ancient
Chinese ships. In the past ten years, they have built over 100 ship models. Among them are the Ming
Dynasty Caofang (supervise grain transportation) ship, made for the Jiaxing Maritime Culture Museum. the
Song Dynasty passenger carrier from the Bian river made for the Huai bei Museum, and the Zheng He's
Treasure Ship made for the Dingyuan Warship Exhibition Hall in Weihai city. They are all exquisitely
constructed pieces, seen rarely either inside or outside of China.

Mr You Feijun has recently submitted the majority of his models to the Ancient Ship Museum
established by the Qing'an Guild Hall of Ningbo. He has established the Ningbo Ancient Chinese Ship
Research Institute, which is set to open on June 9th, 2008. At the same time, an lllustrated Handbook of
Ancient Chinese Ships, for which Mr You Feijun is the Editor—in—Chief, will be published by Ningbo
Publishing House.

I believe that this series of academic activities will be of great benefit to current research on ancient
Chinese ships, and will also be a significant impetus to the study of ancient Chinese ships in the future.

Xl Longfei
May, 2008 in Ningbo
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Wooden oar of Hemudu, dated from7000 years ago
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EREFE  Sheepskin raft
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'he stern rudder has been invented and used in AD. 200. In A, 410
the eight—slot vessel was devised by LuXun— with cight waterticht cabins. In
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AD. 417, a paddle—wheel boat which could navieate against the current
without sail and oar, appeared in Weishui first he five—tooth vessel of the
Suit Dynasty has contributed to the unification of China and finished the

Schism of the North and South Dyn 1Sty
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Cultural relic from ancient times, with warship ornamentation
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Pottery—ship of the Eastern
Han Dynasty
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Pottery—ship of the Eastern Han Dynasty
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2. Rudder of the stern, watertight bulkhead and cartwheel boat: significant and worldwide inventions
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O BREY/\EM  Eight-slot vessel of the Jin Dynasty



o BREBRERMIEZ ACEIENEL T WS
Double—-hull ship described in The Ode for The Undine of Luo Shui River by notable painter Gu Kaizhi of the Jin Dynasty
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CEERMAZFM  Wuyaboat of the Sui Dynasty
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T EBERAOFFAMIEITE  Wuyaboat's designing chart of the Sui Dynasty
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