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"WTO and English

Vice-president Bai Jiehong
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I . What is the WTO?

The WTO is the short form of the World Trade Organization. It is
the only international body dealing with rules of trade between countries.
At its heart are the WTO institutions and agreements, negotiated and
signed by most of the world’s trading countries. These documents provide
the legal ground rules for international trade. Among the legal documents,
over 29 are independent law documents and more than 25 are
manifestations, decisions and agreements of ministers of its member
countries and regions. The most important and most familiar agreements
are: the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the General Agreement
on Service and Trade, the Agreement on Intellectual Property Rights and
the Agreements on Information Technology .

The WTO is composed of 138 country and region members of the
world. This world is just like a village, which we call the Global Village.
In this global village, each member villager plays the trade “games”.
They have co-operations as well as disputes. They have good team work
when every member observes the rules in the agreements and gets benefit
from the rules, but they bargain, or argue or even quarrel when one
member breaks a certain rule and tumns out to be very selfish. The WTO
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