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THE BRONZE RING

TG IHL

e

nce upon a time in a certain country <

there lived a king whose palace was :
surrounded by a spacious garden. But,though
the gardeners were many and the soil was
good , this garden yielded neither flowers nor

fruits, not even grass or shady trees.

The King was in despair about it when a
wise old man said to him:

“Your gardeners do not understand their
business: but what can you expect of men
whose fathers were cobblers® and carpen-
ters?@ How should they have learnt to culti-
vate your garden?”

“You are quite right,” cried the King.

“Therefofe," continued the old man,
“you should send for a gardener whose father
and grandfather have been gardeners before
him, and very soon your garden will be full of
green grass and gay flowers, and you will en-
joy its delicious fruit. ”

So the King sent messengers to every
town, village, and hamlet® in his domin-
ions®, to look for a gardener whose forefa-
thers had been gardeners also,and after forty

days one was found.
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“ Come with us and be gardener to the §\
King,’ they said to him.
“How can I go to the King,” said the

it

/z/v wy

gardener, “a poor wretch like me?”

Y

“That is of no consequence,” they an- X:

swered, “ Here are new clothes for you and §N
your family. ” \Q\)

“But I owe money to several people. ”
“We will pay your debts,” they said.

So the gardener allowed himself to be
persuaded, and went away with the messen-
gers , taking his wife and his son with him;
and the King, delighted to have found a real
gardener, entrusted him with the care of his
garden. The man found no difficulty in mak-
ing the royal garden produce flowers and
fruit,and at the end of a year the park was
not like the same place,and the King show-
ered® gifts upon his new servant.

The gardener, as you have heard alrea-
dy, had a son, who was a very handsome
young man , with most agreeable manners, and
every day he carried the best fruit of the gar-
den to the King,and all the prettiest flowers
to his daughter. Now this Princess was won-
derfully pretty and was just sixteen years old,
and the King was beginning to think it was
time that she should be married.

“My dear child,” said he, “you are of
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an age to take a husband, therefore I am
thinking of marrying you to the son of my
prime minister®, ”

“Father, ” replied the Princess, “I will
never mdrry the son of the minister. ”

“Why not?” asked the King.

“Because 1 love the gardener’s son,”
answered the Princess.

On hearing this the King was at first

very angry,and then he wept and sighed ,and -

declared that such a husband was not worthy
of his daughter, but the young Princess was
not to be turned from her resolution to marry
the gardener’s son.

Then the King consulted his ministers.
“This is what you must do,” they said. “To
get rid of the gardener you must send both
suitors@ to a very distant country, and the
one who returns first shall marry your daugh-

ter.

The King followed this advice, and the
minister’s son was presented with a splendid
horse and a purse full of gold pieces, while
the gardener’s son had only an old lame horse
and a purse full of copper® money,and every
one thought he would never come back from
his journey.

The day before they started the Princess
met her lover and said to him:

“Be brave,and remember always that I
love you. Take this purse full of jewels and

make the best use you can of them for love of

HH
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me,and come back quickly and demand my
hand. ”
The two suitors left the town together,

but the minister’s son went off at a gallop®

on his good horse, and very soon was lost to \
sight behind the most distant hills. He '@
travelled on for some days, and presently *

reached a fountain beside which an old g\

woman all in rags sat upon a stone.

“ Good-day to you, young traveller,”
said she.

But the minister’s son made no reply.

“Have pity upon me, traveller,” she
said again. “I am dying of hunger, as you
see,and three days have I been here and no
one has given me anything. ”

“Let me alone, old witch,” cried the
young man, “I can do nothing for you,” and

so saying he went on his way.

That same evening the gardener’s son
rode up to the fountain upon his lame grey
horse.

“ Good-day to you, young tiraveller,”

said the beggar-woman.

“ Good-day, good woman,” answered
he.

“Young traveller, have pity upon me. ”

“Take my purse, good woman,” said
he, “ and mount behind me, for your legs
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twice, but mounted behind him, and in this & & D& IS X BB &K
style they reached the chief city of a powerful ¢ RB—TRAEEHKNEEE. KE
kingdom. The minister’s son was lodged in a N B LTtk Bl5X By T B4
grand inn, the gardener’s son and the old N Bk, Bl T JLFMERA
woman dismounted at the inn for beggars. HFH#HT I ERESHENE.

The next day the gardener’s son heard a E_X, BTHILFRBE
great noise in the street,and the King’s her- FIEEWH, FkEEFETHES
alds® passed, blowing all kinds of instru- BIERKITITFL K, i1
ments ,and crying ul B

“The King, our master, is old and in- “BITBEAN, BFAMEZE
firm®@. He will give a great reward to whoever 4 {KT , AFRAE , MR ERBE
will cure him and give him back the strength WEHE,FHEREEF BELE

# 45 8 S
can’t be very strong. ” E; G, ER¥E, BNFEABIA TS
N in.
The old woman didn’t wait to be asked : EAARERRBHRIRR
8

of his youth. ” bR b

Then the old beggar-woman said to her ZAAST BRI B AR
benefactor

“This is what you must do to obtain the “REGHFREAHABR

reward which the King promises. Go out of  BIEEMX K, ic, th TR
the town by the south gate ,and there you will 1. HBERB=RARBEGEHH
find three little dogs of different colours;the #,—Rafa,—RB6 Bia—
first will be white, the second black,the third ~ R, #RLBRFEEN], 25
red. You must kill them and then bum them BEIK, HBEFIMKSBIBA
separately ,and gather up the ashes. Put the EAS5EMNBe—HRHDOSH,
ashes of each dog into a bag of its own col- RisEEHERERIHT K.
our, then go before the door of the palace and C—QIE WBTREEE KB
cry out, ‘ A celebrated® physician has come TRBFAE, REMBEBRFEE
from Janina in Albania. He alone can cure W, EMEREE. AREE
the King and give him back the strength of BMARMNSWERE: ‘XA
his youth. ’ The King’s physicians will say, B RF, BENEFERB A’

(Dherald n. f54H Q@infirm o FEM, BFH) @celebrated o. FHH, HAH
i}
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‘This is an impostor®, and not a learned- %\ AR il i Fh R BB A, AT IR B4R
man, ’ and they will make all sorts of difficul- § SRBEN, SEARWE LE
ties,but you will overcome them all at last, \3\ Blo BTFR, ROME=LET
eSS K F1— O K8, 3
King. You must then demand as much wood \ MEFHRMEE—HEBFH, B
as three mules can carry, and a great caul- S‘Q F—oK  SEEEHHRE, H
HEMARE S B8, £

MELEFHIIF, B =410

and will present yourself before the sick \\

dron@, and must shut yourself up in a room
with the Sultan,and when the cauldron boils §\)

you must throw him into it,and there leave
him until his flesh is completely separated
from his bones. Then arrange the bones in
their proper places, and throw over them the
ashes out of the three bags. The King will
come back to life,and will be just as he was
when he was twenty years old. For your re-
ward you must demand the bronze ring which
has the power to grant you everything you de-
sire. Go,my son,and do not forget any of my
instructions. ”

The young man followed the old beggar-
woman’s directions. On going out of the town
he found the white, red, and black dogs,and
killed and burnt them , gathering the ashes in-
to three bags. Then he ran to the palace and
cried:

“A celebrated physician has just come
from Janina in Albania. He alone can cure
the King and give him back the strength of
his youth. ”

The King’s physicians at first laughed at
the unknown wayfarer®, but the Sultan

®impostor n. B ZTEKA ,IRF
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ordered that the stranger should be admitted. \:\ FEAEL— R, ﬂﬂﬂ’]?ﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ
They brought the cauldron and the loads of é@ WS, BR, BERBHAT
wood', and very soon the King was boiling a- 2 B, RBPFHEHE, B TH
way. Towards mid-day the gardener’s son ar- ’g: JLFEEEMNELEFHSEF,

ranged the bones in their places,and he had % Rl e R, AR R, &
hardly scattered the ashes over them before N BRECHUNESR BIER

the old King revived, to find hlmse]f once \w} WTe

more young and hearty.

“How can I reward you, my benefac-
tor?” he cried. “ Will you take half my treas-
ures?”

“No, " said the gardener’s son.

“My daughter’s hand®?”

“No. ”

“Take half my kingdom. ”

“No. Give me only the bronze ring
which can instantly grant me anything I wish
for. ”

“Alas!” said the King,*T set great store
by® that marvellous ring; nevertheless, you

shall have it. ” And he gave it to him.

The gardener’s son went back to say
good-bye to the old beggar-woman; then he
said to the bronze ring;

“Prepare a splendid ship in which I
may continue my journey. Let the hull® be of
fine gold, the masts® of silver, the sails® of
brocade®, let the crew comsist of twelve

young men of noble appearance ,dressed like

(Dhand n. 1§44
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kings. St. Nicholas will be at the helm®. As
to the cargo,let it be diamonds,rubies@, em-
eralds®, and carbuncles. ®”

And immediately a ship appeared upon
the sea which resembled in every particular
the description given by the gardener’s son,

and stepping on board, he continued his jour-

ney. Presently he arrived at a great town and {

established himself in a wonderful palace. Af-
ter several days he met his rival, the
minister’s son, who had spent all his money
and was reduced to the disagreeable employ-
ment of a carrier of dust and rubbish. The
gardener’s son said to him:

“What is your name, what is your fami-
ly,and from what country do you come?”

“I am the son of the prime minister of a
great nation, and yet see what a degrading
occupation I am reduced to. ”

“Listen to me;though I don’t know any-
thing more about you,I am willing to help
you. I will give you a ship to take you back to

your own country upon one condition. ”

“Whatever it may be, I accept it will-

ingly. ”

“Follow me to my palace. ”

The minister’s son followed the rich
stranger,, whom he had not recognized. When

they reached the palace the gardener’s son
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™
made a sign to his slaves, who completely un- (R T MRE, LRIIE—E L

dressed the new-comer.

“Make this ring hot,” commanded the

\
oD

RES

b

¥, B2 T X AIHTRE KM
“HEX B AE BR 4L, FEABEY

master, “and mark the man with it upon his }\:’ BLE L&, EBROEAR

back. ”

The slaves obeyed him.

“Now ,young man, " said the rich stran-
ger,“I am going to give you a vessel® which
will take you back to your own country. ”

And, going out, he took the bronze ring
and said;

“Bronze ring,obey thy® master. Prepare
me a ship of which the half-rotten timbers®
shall be painted black, let the sails be in
rags,and the sailors infirm and sickly. One
shall have lost a leg, another an arm, the
third shall be a hunchback®, another lame or
club-footed® or blind , and most of them shall
be ugly and covered with scars®. Go,and let
my orders be executed. ” i

The minister’s son embarked in this old
vessel, and, thanks to favourable winds, at
length reached his own country. In spite of
the pitiable condition in which he returned
they received him joyfully.

“] am the first to come back,” said he
to the King, “ now fulfil your promise, and
give me the Princess in marriage. ”

So they at once began to prepare for the
wedding festivities. As to the poor Princess,

she was sorrowful and angry enough about it.
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The next moming, at daybreak, a won- f%\

W;/

derful ship with every sail set came to anchor
before the town. The King happened at that \K

moment to be at the palace window. ;\\3
%
“What strange ship is this,” he cried, §

“that has golden hull, silver masts, and silk- %“)

en sails, and who are the young men like

N

"7 A

princes who man it? And do I not see St.
Nicholas at the Helm? Go at once and invite
the captain of the ship to come to the pal-
ace. ”

His servants obeyed him, and very soon
in came an enchantingly handsome young
prince, dressed 'in rich silk , ornamented with
pearls and diamonds.

“Young man, ” said the King, “you are
welcome , whoever you may be. Do me the fa-
vour to be my guest as long as you remain in
my capital. ”

“Many thanks, sire,” replied the cap-
tain, “I accept your offer. ”

“My daughter is about to married, ” said

the King; “will you give her away?”

“I shall be charmed,sire. ”

Soon after came the Princess and her
betrothed.

“Why, how is this?” cried the young

3

captain; “ would you marry this charming
Princess to such a man as that?”
“But he is my prime minister’s son!”
“What does that matter? I cannot give

your daughter away . The man she is
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betrothed® to is one of my servants. ”

“Your servant?”

“Without doubt. I met him in a distant
town reduced to carrying away dust and rub-
bish from the houses. I had pity on him and

engaged him as one of my servants. ”
“It is impossible!” cried the King.

“Do you wish me to prove what I say?
This young man returned in a vessel which I
fitted out for him, and unseaworthy@ ship
with a black battered hull, and the sailors
were infirm and crippled. ”

”said the King.

cried the minister’s son. “1

“It is quite true,
“1t is false,”
do not know this man!”

“Sire,” said the young captain, “ order
your daughter’s betrothed to be stripped, and
see if the mark of my ring is not branded®
upon his back. ” .

The King was about to give this order,
when the minister’s son,to save himself from
such an indignity , admitted that the story was
true.

“And now, sire,” said the young cap-
tain, “do not you recognize me?”
“I recognize you,” said the Princess;

“you are the gardener’s son whom I have
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