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Steinhof church, tint and aquarelle
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Villa Wagner, tint and aquarelle

Many emblematic names as Loos, Klimt,
Hoffmann, Olbrich, Freud, Schiele, Kokoschka
and Schénberg, some of them members of
the Secession group, dot the landscape of
fin-de-siécle Vienna. Most of these people
participated in the changes from public
institutions or from newspapers, as was the
case with Wagner who, moreover, taught
his anti-academic course at the Schillerplatz
architectural school. At that point in time,
modern architecture would come to form a
part of official education, which conceded an
enormous power to the school as an institution.
It also afforded power to the new generations
of architects, who would constitute the first
workshop of modern architecture, prior even to
that of Behrens. Its importance was such that
without its alternative proposal the Secession
would not have been conceivable.
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Suburban railway, drawing
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Wagner's classes contained solid historical and
technical groundings which he paralleled with
the practical aspects of building. He favored a
State promotion of art, laying special emphasis
on the artist and their development. He would
seek "a fair judgment of artistic feeling, correct
and enthusiastic" (The Architecture Of Our
Time, Vienna, 1914).

In his projects, Wagner did not fail to remember
the perspective of the work as a whole, both
in terms of the buildings and of the city itself.
He was ever aware of the functional aspect.
In the face of the agglomerative tendency in
large city centers, he will propose a centrifugal
expansion of the city and will achieve, in his
artistic and functional involvement, a dilation of
the metropolis effected with a certain order and
harmony. His activity as a teacher and as an
architect of large-scale works as the Viennese
metro confer on him a signal place in fin-de-

siecle Vienna.
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