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Critical reading of Sports news report

FHE
(BEARTFREFLEESEMNET HBHBHE 710068)

Abstract; At the core of any sports news that strives to be interesting and provocative is content that embody uniqueness of
sports. Like quality arts or culture reporting, good sports news should reach beyond the narrow margins of its traditional man-
date as a record of events and make itself relevant to a wide spectrum of readers. The following articles briefly present five novel
meauns to critically read a sporis news. Acquirement of the said crafis would be of great help for you to understand more about
sports news. ‘

key words: Critical reading Sporis news report

1. Identify the strong ‘ action words’

Since the sports events composed mostly by the human action, it is highly characterized by its vivid description of act,
stroke of any physical deed. Usually, reporters would spare ne pain to portray various grace of the action conducted by the fig-
ures involved in news. Crisp senténces along with strong verhs add color to the story or allows personality to shine through.

Look at the following example and taste the flavor of the players’ elegance of performance.

Example 1

Fred Smith came up to bat in the second ihning, and swung strikes on the first two pitches. He fouled off on the next
pitch, and then popped one up into left field. Gonzales, the left fielder, caught it in the air for the first out

Well, maybe you’ ve noticed the simplicity of the sentence and muscular * action verbs’ in the above description. They
are very helpful for you to visualize the series of heroic stroke made by player. Now, look at the following literary description of
actions and try to point out the different technique used by novel writers.

Example 2. The big chance came after six minutes of extra time when Thailand were awarded a free kick near the left
touchline, Dusit Chalermsaen touched the ball to Thavatchai who fired home a blistering shot from 30 yards for what must have
been the best goal of his life, and certainly the most important.

Example‘3. Venus bottled up her emotions, not her power, and could hardly manage a smile when it was over. Serena
Williams shrieked and bounced her racket before limping off, angry at hemself and achy '

2. Recognize with jargon concerned

Sporis News covers various events of games. The knowledge of special terms is of imperative to understand news. Be fa-
miliar with the event being covered. At the very least, know the basics of the game or event and how it is played. Look at the
following example.

Example 4.

Spain and the Czech Republic completed the lineup for the World Cup finals after a day of unrelenting drama and tension
brought qualifying to a close on Wednesday

The expression of ‘ Lineup’ becomes expressive in the game of soccer. It means the format of the combat of the game. The
misunderstanding of the words will render the news incomprehensible. Now judge the meaning of the unforced error in the next
example with your acquaintance of the game.

Example 5.

Li/Sun, seeded No. 8 in the Olympic tennis tournament, held a steady mind during the match against the Spanish veter-
ans, making less unforced errors when playing long rallies along the baselines

-3.



Non - phrase * unforced errors’ means the error caused by the accidental vountariness. This inadvertent fault of technique
is usually found in the games of basketball and badminton.

Example 6.

Russia8 Buvaaysa Saitiev won his sixth world title Tuesday, capturing the gold medal in the 163 - pound freestyle class at
the wrestling world championships. Two Americans lost bouts — Muhammed Lawal in the quarterfinals to Russia’s Sazhid
Sazhidov, and Daniel Cormier in the round of 16 in the 212 - pound freestyle category.

In the events of Wrestling, the word *bout’ carries the same meaning as ‘round’ in game of boxing’ .

3. Make out the war - like words and expression

Sometimes, you will come across many sports words and expressions borrowed from common English, especially evocative
language. They sends a clear message about the rivalry prevailing in the competition and If it sounds as if these words are de-
scribing a battle, thats because they are meant to. Sportswriters often write about athletic competitions as if they were wars or
crusades. This is what makes sports news unique from other styles of news writing.

Example 7.

Brazils 5 -0 rout of Chile on Sunday left the five — time world champions in second place in the South American qualifying
group, one point behind Argentina but mathematically assured a berth in the 2006 Cup in Germany

The word ‘rout’ in above news means complete failure in a battle. It is not hard to figure out its meaning in the news.

Example 8

" Heidt slides into the hunt"

" Germanys Hackl, Italys Zoeggeler set for a duel

The battlelike words ‘duel’ in the news makes it sound aggressive and exciting. Another example below just show this.

Example 9.

England won’ t let the Cup go in this World Series. They sent the most lion - like troop for the job. They will march on
nonstop to the end of their goal.

4. Appreciate the simple and bright sum - up of game event

In spite of its dullness, facts about the game event constitute central part of sports news, . for it works to meet the readers
primary concern of what’ s going on there in sports events. What remarkable is those simple and dramatic draft delivered by
those smart writers. Their lively and short sketches turn those dull facts and numbers into colorful presentation.

Example 10.

Khalid Khannouchi won the finest mens marathon and successfully beat his own world record. Even better is women ath-
lete Radcliffe who made easy effort in her first marathon and she conducted the best result this season only nine seconds behind
the world record. The American athlete won with a time of 2: 05: 38, beating his previous world record by four seconds.

Sketches of facts and numbers are one of necessities to sportswriters and they are countless in sports news. You have to ad-
just yourself to the style of unique presentation of facts and numbers. In other words, over 80% percent of the sports news you
stumble upon would deal with facts and numbers. Next three examples are very helpful for you to appreciate the simple and
bright sum - up of game event

Example 11. In soccer, Thailand, playing with nine men, upset South Korea in the quarterfinals Monday, 2 -1, on
Thavatchai Damrong - Ongtrakuls 40 ~ meter goal six minutes into extra time. Viravudh Srimaka, a Thai striker, was sent off
in the 54th minute, provoking an outbreak of plastic — bottle throwing by home fans. After the Thais took the lead, Surachi Jat-
urapattarapong was sent off in the 8th minute and South Korea leveled with a free kick.

‘ Example 12 Anup Sridhar and Arvind Bhatt toyed with their opponents while Nikhil Kanetkar overcame a dropped game to
win the last singles as India blanked New Zealand 3 -0 to set up a quarterfinal clash with formidable Denmark in the Thomas
Cup badminton tournament.

Example 13. The big event of the cycling year, the Tour de France, has been won for a record sixth time by the American
rider, Lance Armstrong. He crossed the finishing — line on the Champs Elysées in central Paris with an overall time several mi-
nutes quicker than his nearest rival.

Example 14. The top seed and title — holder looked in difficulty in the third set with Agassi 4 —2 up, but he rallied bril-
liantly to force a tie ~ break and doused the Agassi flame by winning that 7/1.
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