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The Colorful Language

Bart I

Listening and Speaking

Section A Listen and Enjoy  4gm f0

I. Listen and enjoy the English song “Words” and think over the following questions.
1. Do you smile when you begin to say hello to others?
2. What do you think “Words” refer to in the song?
3. What is the brand new story that will be started?

Section B Listen and Practice 7s 0 3 e

II. Listen to the following questions and choose the appropriate answers.

1. A. Nice to meet you. B. Hi.
C. Are you John D. It’s my pleasure.
2. A. Go down the street and there you are. B. My mother is ill.
B. It’s ten o’clock. D. Don’t say that.
3. A. Yes, I know him very well. B. No, I won’t be free this evening.
C. Yes, with pleasure. D. No, I’m afraid I don’t.
4. A. Yes, sir. How can I help you? B. The menu, sir.
C. You can do whatever you want. D. Yes, the tallest one.
5. A. It matters a lot. B. It doesn’t matter.

C. I’ve got my leg injured. D. No problem.
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IMI. Listen to the dialogue carefully and choose the right answer to each question.

1. A. He hurt himself. B. He lost his car.
C. He had a traffic accident. D. There was something wrong with his car.
2. A. Kevin organized the files. B. Kevin and Frank divided them evenly.
C. Frank gave most of them to Kevin. D. Frank took care of them.
3. A. Leave the errors in the paper. B. Let the woman use the typewriter.
C. Read the paper again. D. Rewrite the paper.
4. A. Look at something for the man. B. Stop talking so much.
C. Turn down the music. D. Listen to the music more attentively.
5. A. 17 dollars. B. 18 dollars.
C. 13 dollars. D. 19 dollars.
IV. Listen to the short passage and fill in the missing words in the blanks.

How can we learn to speak good English? The ideal thing should be 1 to live among the
native 2 and learn directly from them. As this is 3 for most of us, a 4 way is
to learn to speak by relying on audio-visual aids, 5 tapes, CDs, films, and TV 6 . If you
have a radio, a walkmanora 7 it will be quite possible for you to learn to speak good English
even 8 the help of a teacher. Of course you must have the right 9 and correct 10 .

A: Excuse me, Professor Lu, could you give me some
advicceonhowto_ 1 my spoken English?

B: Well, I think it might be a good idea to seize every
chance you get to speak English. Don’t be shy and
don’tbe afraidof ___ 2 .

A:Isee. How do you think I can improvemy 3 ability,
then?

B. Writing is a bit more difficult. There is no shortcut to
success. One way would be to write more. You know,

4 :

A: By the way, Professor Lu, could you recommend something for me to read?

B: Well, there is a lot of good stuffinour___ 5 . I’'m afraid I can give you anything definite offhand

now. I can give you a list tomorrow, if you like.

A: Thank you, Professor Lu...
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Dialogue 2

A: Excuse me, Mr. Ma, I am doing a survey for a social study of English teachers in our school. Would
you 1 answering a few questions?

B: No, not at all. What do you want to know?

A:____ 2  have you been teaching English?

B: Twenty years.

A: Wwa! 20 years! That’s almost as old as I am! Whatkindof ____ 3 have you had?

B: I graduated from a four-year teacher’s college about 20 years ago. I learned English during my college
years.

A: Haveyoubeentoan_ 4  country?

B: Yes, last summer I was given a study-abroad scholarship in Canada.

A: Are you ever bothered by any problems in your teaching?

B: Yes, of course. I am sometimes frustrated when I see poor scores of my students in a class quiz or
examination.

A: Thank you very muchfor 5 . I have leaned a lot from this interview.

Section C Listen and Talk (NG

VI. Listen to Dialogue 1 again and discuss the following topic with the help of the words and expressions given
below. You may add your own words and ideas if necessary.
Topic : Do you think your English learning is satisfied? Why or why not?
practice every chance make mistakes communication

free time grammar rules shy words

VII. Make a dialogue how to learn English well with your partners.
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Bare 1N

Reading Activities

Section A Detailed Reading

)
Consider the following questions before reading the passage.
There are five groups of words below, which are opposite i Iﬁé‘aniﬁg. Add i ordtoeachgroupm the

provided spaces, making them into phrases of similar meaning.

i off, on ‘ 2 alat, | a few
1 up, down 4. n out i |
5. a fat , a slim ' .

Our Crazy Language

1 English is the most widely-used language in the history of
our planet. One in every seven human beings can speak it. More
than half of the world’s books and three quarters of international
mail are in English. Of all languages, English has the largest
vocabulary——perhaps as many as two million words——and one
of the noblest bodies of literature.

2 Nevertheless, let’s face it: English is a crazy language. There

is no egg in eggplant, neither pine nor apple in pineapple and no ham
in a hamburger. Sweetmeats are candy, while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, are meat.
3 We take English for granted. But when we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work

slowly, boxing rings are square, public bathrooms have no baths in them.
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4 And why is it that a writer writes, but fingers don’t fing, grocers don’t groce, and hammers don’t ham?
If the plural of tooth is teeth, shouldn’t the plural of booth be beeth? One goose, two geese——50 one moose,
two meese?

5 If the teacher taught, why isn’t it true that the preacher praught? If a horsehair mat is made from the
hair of horses and a camel-hair coat from the hair of camels, from what is a mohair coat made? If a vegetarian
eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?

6 In what other language do people drive on a parkway and park in a driveway? Ship by truck and send
cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that smell?

7 How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites?
How can overlook and oversee be opposites, while quite a lot and quite a few are alike? How can the weather
be hot as hell one day and cold as hell the next?

8 You must be shocked at a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you
fill in a form by filling it out and in which your alarm clock goes off by going on.

9 English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race (which,
of course, isn’t really a race at all). That is why, when stars are out they are visible, but when the lights are

out they are invisible. And why, when I wind up my watch I start it, but when I wind up this essay I end it.

[ I Loakd i B ] [ I

00—V U v v v U v
New Words

planet / 'plaenit / n. i1

international / mte'nefenel /  n. FEPRK

literature /itaratfa/ n. 3%, SCFEEm

nevertheless / nevada'les/ ad. R, BR

crazy /'krerzy/ a. WAEH, HEER

eggplant /'egpla:nt/ n. ¥t

pine /pam/ n. Famt

pineapple /'pameepl/ n. ¥

ham /ham/ n. (IHEH)/NE, FE

hamburger /'haemba:g/ n. W&, W&TFH,

sweetmeat /'swi:tmi:t/ n. B, ik

candy /kaendy/ n. PR

sweetbread /'swi:tbred/ n. (N, NERR) A R iR

paradox /'paeradoks/ n. BMFERZE, Hi

quicksand /'kwiksand/ n. W

grocer /'grausa/ n. BRABE

hammer /'heema/ n. fE, % f o

plural /'pluaral/ n. & a. LH(H)
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—~—0—0—0

—0—0—0

booth /bu:0/ n. W¥, #ELL

moose /mu:s/ n. BRKFEMHEBEEMEO—FKRE)
preacher /'pri:tfa/ n. WEE, LiEHE

mat /met/ n. B, PHEE

mohair /'mouhea/ n. ZEHNLEE, SEE
vegetarian / ved3itearion/ n. & a. FEEW)

humanitarian /hju: menr'tesrion/ n. & a. NiEE NFH(H), BEFRW)
parkway /'packwer/ n. NE, WETE

driveway /'drarvwer/ n. FANFIE

cargo /'ka:gou/ n. 529

slim /shim/ a. WM, BVER

guy /gay/ n. Kk, MkF

overlook / ouva'Tuk/ v. PL; A%

oversee / duva'si:/ v. A, WE

alike /a'Tatk/ a. ALK, FREK

shock ffork/ v. {ERH

alarm /o'la:m/ n. TR

reflect /r1'flekt/ v. SRR

creativity / krizer'tvity/ n. BIES, el

visible /'visabl/ a. "L, BRI 7

Phrases and Expressions

take...for granted A eeee BT 2488

a slim chance ATREMEIR IS

a fat chance L EAFFIERINL A

a wise guy EPSEEEELIPN
cold/hot as hell R ARy

burn up B, BR

burn down B, BH

fill out (AmE)=fill in3H5

go off A, (B ma ok
wind up (BN I%; (BB




The Colorful Language Unit 1

g Exercises
d Reading Aloud

I . Read the following paragraph until you learn it by heart.

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race (which,
of course, isn’t really a race at all). That is why, when stars are out they are visible, but when the lights are
out they are invisible. And why, when I wind up my watch I start it, but when I wind up this essay I end it.

l_'g Reading Comprehension

II. Answer the following questions according to the passage.
1. Why do we say that English is the most widely-used language in the history of our planet?
2. What vocabulary does English have?
3. Can you give some examples of paradoxes in English words?
4. What is it if you have a running nose?
5. Do you know the reason that makes the English language crazy?

. Choose the best answers according to the passage.
1. English is the most widely-used language because
A. one in seven human beings can speak it
B. 50% of the books and 75% mails in the world are in the language
C. it has the largest vocabulary
D. all of the above
2. English is said to be a crazy language in
A. its word formation and meanings
B. the people who use and create it
C. its history and its noble literature
D. the pronunciation and intonation
3. The word paradox (Paragraph 3) means
A. a statement that seems to say something opposite
B. a way of expressing one’s ideas
C. a situation that one usually gets into
D. something we sometimes take for granted
4. By taking the examples of “fingers and fing,” “grocers and groce,” and “hammers and
ham”, the author means that
A. we can follow the word formation rules to learn new words



