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Preface

Zhu Boqian

Celadon of Yue Ware collected by Mr. Sun Haifang is quite a superior and complete
collection of its kind, which contains a great many articles of various kinds with fine
workmanship and high standards. The ones published in the book are unprecedented both in
quality and quantity, and many of them have never been known even by archaeologists or
researchers. This collection is highly recommended by Mr. Geng Baochang from the Palace
Museum so that he asked me to write this preface. It provides admirable materials for re-
recognizing and re-investigating celadon of Yue Ware.

Regarded world-wide as the forefather of porcelain, Yue Ware celadon is the excellent
historic relic and artistic rarity. Its contribution to the civilization and improvement of
mankind will go down in history. It is not only the pride of Zhejiang Province, but the pride
of the Chinese nation as well.

Mr. Sun Haifang puts his back into collections of Yue Ware celadon together with
going deep research into it. He used to be invited as a consultant of Economic & Management
School’s Pottery and Porcelain Department in Zhejiang University and a guest professor of
Wenlan Platform of Zhejiang Provincial Library. His disquisition named Yue Ware Olive
Green Porcelain in Yue Ware, although some points still need to be investigated does make
some insightful remarks that will arouse the discussion of re-recognizing Yue ware celadon,
which is very helpful for carrying our national culture forward.

Every Chinese should take the responsibility for protecting historic relics and carrying
our national cultures forward. Since China’s reform and opening up, large numbers of folk
collectors have been the main power for protecting cultural relics. They can keep these
cultural relics more efficient, which is one of the most important tasks for building Zhejiang
to be a big cultural province. Protecting cultural relics in millennium is just the wish and hope
of our elder generations.

I 'am so happy to hear that the “Shaoxing Yue State Cultural Museum” founded by Mr.
Sun Haifang will open in this October, which will not only carry the folk collections into a
higher stage, but also provide the best end-result for folk collections that is from “private
enjoy” to “public enjoy”. I wish that more and more men of insight could found more and
more local museums with the local characteristics of Zhejiang, which as is known to all will
make great contributions to the social construction of spiritual civilization. Therefore, I wrote

this preface to express my respect.

August 5th 2007, written in Yu Room in Hangzhou
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Foreword

Sun Haifang

Life is short within this boundless Welkin, while culture is eternal.

When I encounter the cultural relics, I am completely fascinated by them, and
deeply amazed by the artistic contributions and brightness of those who created them. Yue
culture of long standing used to promote the improvement of our society; as time goes by,
it becomes a part of an artistic Great Wall for Chinese. This is the pride of Shaoxingness,
which is also the pride of the whole Chinese nation.

Early Chinese celadon is the forefather of pottery and porcelain for human beings,
yet has not been attached enough importance to. The phenomenon that “there is no olive-
green porcelain in the most five famous kilns” has lasted for more than a thousand years.
While collections of curios spring up with the fast-growing development of investigations
of antiques, Yue Ware, as a shining pearl, is always in the limelight nowadays.

During these decades, while I am engaged in collecting different types of curios, I am
deeply edified by the elegant Yue Ware made during Warring States Period, the specialized
Yue Ware made during Three Kingdoms Period, the unique olive-green porcelain, and the
mysterious royal ware—Chai Ware, and edified all the time by industrious and ingenious
forefathers as well. Yue Ware is not only the treasure for our nation, but also a rarity for the
world as a whole. It accelerates the development and improvement of human civilizations;
and its contributions will never be forgotten.

These historic relics show us the grand social and epochal changes with those
messages included in. These rarities will be the most important wealthy for human beings
forever no matter how the society changes, as the artistic value of them is eternal. Now I
choose part of my collections to be published with the opening of my Shaoxing Yue Culture
Museum. The book is applied to providing simple information of my collections for those
antiques collectors the same as me.

During the time of arranging to publish this book, I got big support from many social
sectors. Now I am sending acknowledgments especially to Professor Geng Baochang
(the sage working in the Palace Museum), Mr. Wang Guangyao (the scholar in the Palace
Museum), Mr. Geng Dongsheng (the scholar in National Museum), Professor Zhu Bogian
(the scholar in Zhejiang Antique Investigating Office), Mr. Zhao Yanjun (the scholar in
Zhejiang Provincial Museum), Mrs. Shen Qionghua (the specialist in Zhejiang Provincial
Museum), and Shanghai Guji Press. Thanks to their great help and support I accomplished

the task on time.

August 8th 2007, written in Gu Yue Pavilion
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