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Foreword

Towering majestically in China’s south-western province of Yunnan, there stands a mountain at 25°56 ~
26°00'N and 100°20" ~ 100°25'E. The mountain is named as Jizu (rooster foot) because its foot stretches out
like a claw of a rooster. The mountain is best known for its widely-worshipped huge cliff gate that came into
being uncannily and is known as Huashoumen — the First Gate of the Chinese Nation. Over 2,500 years ago,
it is said, it was here that the Great Kasyapa Buddha, one of Sakyamuni’s first disciples, became a Buddhist
monk and sat in meditation. For this, Mt. Jizu is reputed as “The Best of the Most-Renowned Mountains”,
worshipped universally by all sects of Buddhism.

Mt. Jizu has witnessed the development of all the sects of Buddhism, such as the Esoteric from India, the
Hinayana from Sri Lanka, and the Chan (Zen) in China. As the convergence of three sects of Asian Buddhism,
Mt. Jizu is a monument of the world Buddhist culture.

A review of some historical literature may prove the introduction of Chinese Buddhism to Mt. Jizu.

According to the record of inscriptions on a slab in the Shizhong Monastery, Buddhism already had
believers in Mt. Jizu during the reign of Emperor Tianbao in the Tang Dynasty (617-907). Later in the Song
(960-1279), Yuan (1206-1368), Ming (1368-1644) and late Qing dynasties (1636-1911) and the early period
of the Republic of China (1912-1949), Mt. Jizu attracted many eminent monks including the ‘secular arhat’
Pindolabbaradvaja who had once hosted Buddhist services at Dunhuang grottoes; Yuankong and Benyuan;
Jianyue, the second-generation master of the Vinaya sect who first practiced Buddhist disciplines and rituals in
the world; and Xuyun, a distinguished monk who greatly developed the local Buddhism. Professor Lii Zheng
agreed that Buddhism was there early in the Spring and Autumn period (770-476 B.C.). Another Buddhist
scholar Chen Yudong argued that the religion was spread there in the Three Kingdom period (222-280) when

Bodhidharma, the master of Zen came to the mountain to worship the Great Kasyapa before his crossing of

the Yangtze on a reed raft. A much more detailed description can be read in Zzzvels iz Yanman and Guizbou
012 by a Qing scholar Chen Ding: The five monasteries of Chuanyi, Luohan, Jiaye, Fuangguang and Jiguang are
best known. Each monastery had over one thousand or at least several hundred monks who lived by slash-
and-burn cultivation. Most of the monks inhabiting the trees or caves practised the Esoteric sect of Buddhism
in meditation. With frizzles, hooknoses, deep- inlaid eyes and pierced ears, they looked markedly different
from th local peopl 80s, some pottery statues of foreign monks wearing caps and playing musical




The Buddhist sect introduced from India is also traceable with sufficient evidences. During one of her
visits, Chen Xiangmei (Madam Anne Chen) spoke to Mr. Wang Gao from the Department of Architecture of
Shanghai Tongji University of her own experience in learning the Esoteric doctrines at Mt. Jizu during the
World War II. She wondered whether the monastery still carried forth the Esoteric sect.

Masters of Tibetan Buddhism who used to be abbots at Mt. Jizu included Asanga, Nagarjuna, Serlingpa
and Atisa (Serlingpa’s disciple). The latter two practiced the Buddhism together for 12 years. Other Tibetan
Buddhist abbots were Zhangjia and Gongga in the period of the Republic of China, and a female living
Buddha from Lhasa in the 1980s. As recorded in Azecaores of Abbors ar Mr. Jizu by the best renowned
Chinese traveler Xu Xiake, Zhangjia and Gongga arrived at the mountain from Lijiang. Today, the long
narrow banners with sutra inscriptions and the white silk for good wishes all over the mountain-tops again
convince the visitors that Mt. Jizu deserves its fame as one of the eight most famous Tibetan Buddhist
mountains.

The traces of the Hinayana sect from Myanmar can be also found at Mt. Jizu, as stated in Yzzzan Grear
Mountain Serzes — the Buddhisr Mountain Jizu: “The 1940s saw numerous pages of scattered Buddhist
sutras written in Sanskrit on patra leaves in the Lengyan pagoda standing on the mountain top. The sutras on
the leaves are part of legacies of rare ethnic cultures as well as evidences of Sino-foreign Buddhist cultural
exchanges.” As of the 1950s, some verses in the Dai ethnic narrative long poem Sozgpamiin and Gaxina,
published by Yunnan People’s Publishing House, portrayed the visit of the two to the mountain.

To sum up, Mt. Jizu is a repository which houses a rich collection of Buddhist cultural relics as the
convergence of the three major sects, as a hub of the world Buddhist culture, and as a world famous sacred
Buddhist mountain. It boasts a highly honorable position in the southeast Asian Pali sutra culture and the
original Tibetan sutra culture across the Qinghai-Tibet plateau.

Today, as the Chan sect has been greatly influenced by the Esoteric and the Hinayana, Mt. Jizu, where
the Great Kasyapa Buddha once sat in meditation, embraces and gathers mysteriously the essential elements
of the world’s Buddhism.

Ever since the day when the Great Kasyapa Buddha knocked open the cliff gate, Buddhism at Mt. Jizu
has been endlessly informing all believers of the Buddha’s vision and mission, humanizing all living creatures
in the secular world and domesticating all wildlife. Now the mountain remains a key venue for Buddhists to
carry forth the world’s Buddhism. In history, Mt. Jizu witnessed the prosperity in the Ming Dynasty with 72
temples and 360 nunneries, the decline in late Qing Dynasty, and later the arrival of the distinguished abbot
Xuyun. Today, it once again draws the attention of the Buddhist circle of the world with
vast verdant forest and the gorgeously furnished rite of the Great Kasyapa |
has been captivating visitors and pilgrims from around the world. The ¢
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