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Chapter 1

The jealous goddess

1 Long ago, the great god Zeus had
a baby son called Hercules with a
human. All the other gods loved
him, or nearly all... |

2 The goddess Hera was jealous
of Hercules from the start.



3 “T'll soon get rid of him,” thought
Hera. She sent some poisonous
snakes slithering into his cradle.

SSSSSSS. ..
anrggghhh!

4 But Hercules was already so
strong, he strangled the snakes
easily. Hera was furious.
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5 As he grew up, Hercules got
stronger and stronger. One day,
he heard that a wicked lord was
stealing cows from the King

of Thebes.

That'll teach
youl!

6 Hercules challenged the lord to
a battle. Then he waited on a
narrow path and, all on his own,
killed the lord’s soldiers, one by one.
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7 The King of Thebes was delighted.
“Thank you!” he cried. “You may
marry my daughter Megera as
a reward.”

Mrs. Hercules?
Sounds good!

8 Hercules and Megera were
very happy and had three fine
sons. Hercules loved teaching
them everything he knew.
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9 But Hera

grew more and

more jealous.

I'll put
an evil spell
on him!

10 Under her spell, Hercules |
suddenly went crazy and killed |
his beloved sons. Then he felt
terrible. “What
have I done?”
he cried.




11 He rushed to a temple to
beg for forgiveness. A priestess
listened to his prayer. “You must
see King Eurystheus,” she said.

You'll find
King Eurystheus
in Tiryns.

12 “The king will give you twelve
tasks,” she said. “If you do them
all, the gods will forgive you.”
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Chapter 2

The tasks begin

Hercules went to find the king.
“What are my tasks?” he asked.
“There’s a huge lion prowling
around,” said the king.

Your first
task is to
kil it!




, Hercules hunted the lion for a
whole month. Finally, he spotted
it lurking
near a cave.
He jumped
out and
stabbed
it with his
sword...

3 ... butthelion’s
skin was too
tough. So he hit
it over the head
with a club.

4 The lion was
stunned, but it

was still alive.



5 Hercules crept after the
monstrous beast and followed |
it into a cave. Suddenly, the lion

sprang on top of him.

6 They rolled around fighting
for hours. In the end, Hercules
grasped it by the throat, and
strangled it.



7 The king was terrified when he
saw the lion.

8 “Don’t worry,” said Hercules.
“It’s dead!”

Get that
away from

9 But the king was so scared, he
jumped into a big brass pot. “Go

and kill the Hydra!” he shouted.
“That’s your next task!”
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{ 10 The Hydra was a horrible nine-
headed monster that lived in a
gloomy marsh. Hercules took his
nephew for company. As they set

out, the goddess Athene appeared.

You must shoot
flaming arrows to make
the Hydra come out.

you, so hold your breath,” she said.
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