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Abstract

With the further deepening of China’s reform and open policy and mar-
keting transformation in recent years, the topic concerning with economic glo-
balization gradually becomes popular. Especially after China’s entry in WTO,
the impact of economic globalization on China has drawn much more attention
to many scholars. However, among numerous former researches, there are
no completed researches about the influence on the domestic inequality and
social structure of developing countries brought by economic globalization.

This study starts from a macro angle of view by analyzing the international
factors which influences social structure, and discusses the impact on China’s
social stratification and social security brought by some key factors of econom-
ic globalization. This study does not focus on characteristics of social stratifi-
cation in China, nor current situation of China. It begins with the reasons for
social stratification in China and at the same time concentrates on the analysis
of the mechanism of social stratification. Besides, on the concept of social
stratification, it does not limit within the social and economic inequality of in-
dividual or colony, but also pays attention to the aspects of countries and so-
cial structure of the social stratification.

This study is composed of 10 chapters. The first chapter is “Introduc-
tion; Putting forward the problem and the research frame” ; the second chap-
ter is “ Basic concept and academic tradition of social stratification” ; the
third chapter is “Economic globalization: a more and more important social
fact” ; the fourth chapter is “Impact of trade globalization on China’s in -
equality” ; the fifth chapter is “Impact of capital globalization on China’s in-
equality” ; the sixth chapter is “Impact of economic globalization on China’s
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social stratification” ; the seventh chapter is “State and market: dual driving
power of social stratification” ; the eighth chapter is “Social stratification and
social security” ; the ninth chapter is “Social security: the state protective
mechanism replying to economic globalization”, and the last chapter is
“Discussion; two theoretical questions on the study”.

In the first chapter, we give a general introduction of the influence of e-
conomic globalization on China’s social stratification and social security, in-
troduce the research angles of this dissertation and research achievements
made by other researchers, and set the research framework of the influence
on China’s social stratification and social security by economic globalization.
In the second chapter, we emphasize some basic concepts and discrimination
of these concepts concerning with social stratification, meanwhile, clearly
classifiy the academic traditions of the research on social stratification. In the
third chapter, we introduce the connotation and current development of eco-
nomic globalization, make clear the key factors of economic globalization,
briefly analyse its influence between different countries, especially on China’s
domestic income distribution, and point out that while promoting the econo-
mic growth, economic globalization at the same time will enlarge the gap be-
tween the poor and the rich, and deepen the inequality internationally and
domestically. The fourth and fifth chapters respectively start with trade glo-
balization and capital globalization, which are two key factors of economic
globalization, then analyse their influence on China’s inequality. In the sixth
chapter, we conclude that economic globalization can generally improve the
economic status of social members. Further more, it also has more opportu-
nities to result in more the inequality of income and wealth distribution. Be-
cause China’s foreign trade and foreign direct investment are uneven in differ-
ent regions, and this imbalance results in an inequality between people.
That is to say, economic globalization intensified the imbalance of strata dif-
ferentiation, changes the style and speed of social mobility, and accelerates
the springing up of some new social strata. However, economic globalization
to some extent aggravates the division of China’s industrial structure and chan-
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ges people’s employment ideas and judgment on professional prestige. This
phenomenon makes the achieved factors play more and more important roles in
status attainment and enlarges the gap of income between different industries.
In seventh chapter, beginning with the institutional factors that restrict the e-
conomic globalization, we discuss the roles of state ( government) and market
in social stratification in the procedure of economic globalization. We hold
the idea that the influence of economic globalization on China’s social stratifi-
cation is a gradually deepening procedure with the passing of time. In this
procedure, a complete transition has been occurred on the motive system
which influences the social stratification: the government played a chief role
in social stratification before the open and reform policy, but its decisive
function gradually dispelled with the deepening of market reformation and
springing up of market power after the enforcement of open and reform policy.
But the economic globalization intensifies the differentiation between social
strata and makes the problem of social inequality more obvious. The function
of the government on social stratification will not disappear completely with
the rising market power in the procedure of economic globalization. Govern-
ment and market are the dual motive forces influencing China’s social stratifi-
cation. In the eighth chapter , we examine the relationship between social
stratification and social security. We conclude social differentiation provide
real-life needs to social security, on the other hand, social security system
can logically shape the social strata structure and guarantee a good mechanism
of social mobility. In the ninth chapter, we discuss the influence of economic
globalization on China’s social security, and conclude that social security sys-
tem is an effective mechanism replying to economic globalization. In recent
years, we should better build the social assistance system, perfect the unem-
ployment insurance, the elderly insurance, the industrial injury insurance,
and the medical social insurance, and constitute a unified social security sys-
tem of rural and urban society. In the last chapter, we discuss two theoreti-

cal questions relate to the study: equality and ecivil society.
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