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PREFACE

Tibet Autonomous Region is located on the southwest border of China,
covering an area of over 1. 2 million square kilometers, about one eighth of the
nation’s land portion. With its long history, rich resources, and unique natural
landscape and culture, Tibet is regarded as a treasure land of the country.

Because of the long history of isolation and the difficult physico-geograph-
ical conditions, geological work started relatively late in Tibet and is still at a
low level. However, geological investigations have proved that Tibet is ex- _
tremely rich in mineral resources with high potential for exploitation and devel-
opment. Dozens of mineral deposits of different size have been explored and e-
valuated in Tibet, and the mining and utilization of gold, silver, lead-zinc,
granite, kaolin and some other mineral resources boast quite a long history.
The development of boron, chromite and geothermal resources since the 1960s
has greatly promoted the social and economic progress of Tibet.

Dedicated to the prospecting and exploitation of mineral resources, tens of
thousands geologists worked and are working on high mountains, snow-cov-
ered plateaus, in dense forests and even in untraversed regions at elevations of
over 4000 m. Cherished with a deep love to their motherland , they have strug-
gled through all kinds of difficulties and hardships; some even gave their lives
in the work. Their names may not be familiar to people, but their contribu-
tions will be left forever on this beloved wonderland.

To reflect accurately the stories of discovery of the major mineral re-
sources in Tibet and to record the merits and achievements of the people who
found and evaluated the ore deposits, we have completed this book “The Dis-
covery History of Mineral Resources of China — Volume of Tibet Autonomous
Region”. It presents practical materials on ore deposit features, discovery pro-
cesses, mining conditions, development status, etc. for 19 minerals and 36 ore
deposits and occurrences. This book is written by tens of writers with the geo-
logical parties under the Tibet Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources
(TBGMR) and has been reviewed, revised and finalized by experts of the Edi-
torial Board. Emphasis has been placed on the discovery of each deposit with a
brief description of its geological features. Therefore, this book is suitable for
readers of both geological and non-geological communities who are interested
in the mineral resources of Tibet. It is expected that this book will play a posi-



tive role in introducing the general situation of mineral resources of Tibet and
. promoting economic growth of the Tibet Autonomous Region.

The deposits presented in this book are chiefly of large or medium size,
some though small but of specific significance. Statistics are up to the end of
1991. Discoverers of each deposit mentioned in the book are all the principal
ones. In case the individual discoverers are difficult to determine or under dis-
pute, the organizations concerned are introduced instead.

During the compilation of the book we have received instructions and sup-
ports from the Department of Geological Exploration under the Ministry of Ge-
ology and Mineral Resources (MGMR) as well as from the geological parties
affiliated to the TBGMR. Many people who have already retired or transferred
provided us in writing with quite a lot of important information. To all those
who have helped us in the preparation of this book we owe our heartfelt grati-
tude for their participation, support, concern and assistance.

Because of the lack of experience in compiling such a historical book and
because of the difficulty in data collection resulting from the frequent changes
of geological prospecting organizations and personnels of Tibet, sins of both
omission and commission are inevitable in this book. The Editorial Board

would therefore welcome comments and opinions from the reading public.
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