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‘ EXXMES 1

" Now , have you-all got your dictionaries? Yes? Well, pick them up andput them in the
wastepaper basket. Yes,the wastepaper basket, ” A

That’s how an American professor at one of China’s leadinguniversities used to start her
English reading course. And she gotexcellent results., I can’t tell you her name because she's
now back ather post in New York and I dldn;t get her permission to mention it. Let s call her
Helem.

Well, last summer Helen gave a short talk — not a lectur;she doesn’tbelieve in lectruring.
This is roughly what she said;

"The greatest harm done to students of English in China isIntensive Reading. I. R. is not
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really reading at all. It’s analyzing. It teaches students not to read but to use dictionaries and
grammarbooks. It teaches very bad study habits which ére hard to break. Itdoes more harm than
good. '

”Chinese students read far too slowly. The students of my class (who are actually teachers
of English )could read only about 150 wordsa minute at the beginning of my course. But the

minimum requirement foran undergraduate co llege student is to read 300 words a minute. At
> . .

_theend of my course all of my students reached this minimum reading speed.

”You may know every single word in a passage of English, but notgrasp the meaning of
the passage as a whole. If you read fast, youunderstand better. If you read too slowly, by the
time you’ve reachedthe end of a page you’ve forgotten what the beginning is about. Fastreading
makes you concentrate on ideas. Intensive reading makes you seethe trees but not the wood.
RXXELES 2
Xiang shan
The Fragrénce Hill is one of the picturesque spots in the WesternHells region. The

Xiangshan Temple was built over 700 years ago ( in1186) during the Southern Song Dynasty

and more buildings were erectedby subsequent dynasties. They were rav aged by imperialist
aggressiveforces in 1860 and 1900. General renovation began after liberation.

Not far from the Hill are the Temple of the Sleeping Buddha and theTemple of Azure
Clouds. '

EXHES 3:
Yi He Yuan

Covering an area of about 290 hectares (725 acres), the Yi He Yuan as an imperial garden
of the Qing Dynasty, It is situated on theslopes of Wan Shou Shan (Hill of Longevity) Which
looks down on KunmingLake. A :

In 1750, Emperor Qien Long built the "Garden of Clear Ripples” here. It was burnt down
by the: Anglo—Franch Allied Forces in 1860. In 1888, Empress Dowager Zi Xi rebuilt the palace
with large sums of moneyearmarked for Ibuilding up a navy,and renamed it Yi He Yuan. In
1900, it suffered serious damage again, this time at the hands of the alliedforces fo eight foreign

powers. It was restored in 1903.
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