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Agreement On The Establishment of Sister-City Relations

SpEpSpSpE

Between The City of Hartford, State of Connecticut, The United
States of America and The City of Dongguan,Guangdong Province,

The People’s Republic of China
February 22, 2001

chLchacbchL

The City of Hartford in the State of Connecticut of the United States of America
and the City of Dongguan in Guangdong Province of the People’s Republic of China,
guided by the principles of the Sino-US Joint Communiques on the Establishment of
Diplomatic Ties, for the purpose of expanding bilateral exchange of friendship and
strengthening mutual understanding and friendship between the peoples of the two
cities, through friendly discussion, have agreed to establish sister-city relationship.

SpSesSe

&

SN

CLCLCLCLCLM

NN

The two sides agree that on the basis of equality and mutual benefits, to promote
and develop the two cities’ friendship relations, to commence exchange and coopera-
tion programs in the fields of economy, trade, science and technology, culture,
education, sports, public health and tourism etc. , with a view to enhancing the two
cities’ common development and prosperity.

NI NIN
{24

S

RINTIEN
SpSpsSpsSe

The present Agreement is done in duplicate in English and Chinese languages.
Both texts are equally authentic and come into effect on the day of signature.
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(Michael P. Peters) (Tong Xing)
Mayor of City of Hartford, Mayor of City of Dongguan,
State of Connecticut, Guangdong Province, J)
The United States of America The People’s Republic of China v"
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FREAREZZBETEFESE (RERZTEBIL. TARKBZSEE) SRBEH
BRETHKERR - HEH

Mr. Li Jinwei (Right), Deputy Chairman of the Standing Committee of Guangdong Provincial People's
Congress (former secretary of Dongguan Party Committee and Chairman of the Standing Committee of

Dongguan People's Congress), meeting with Mayor Michael Peters (Left) of the City of Hartford

LA UETE Y

FRMEBL. TARKEZSE
FRE (RREMZEHBIL. ®
K) SRBERR - FHRAHK
Mr. Tong Xing, Secretary of Dongguan
Party Committee and Chairman of the
Standing Committee of Dongguan People's
Congress (Former Vice Secretary of
Dongguan Party Committee and Mayor of
Dongguan City), meeting with Mayor
Michael Peters




FrMZEBIL. TRKBER (RREHZ
BBic) BRRFREET T KERR - #E
HE5BTNE—E

Mr. Li Guikang (Right), Vice Secretary of Dongguan
Party Committee, Mayor of Dongguan City (Former
Vice Secretary of Dongguan Party Committee),

greeting Mayor Michael Peters (Left) with children

FEMEEZE. BHEITKIREDERR
BEMHKERR - KEH

Mr. Liu Shuji (Left), Member of the Standing Commit-
tee of Dongguan Party Committee, Executive Deputy

Mayor, greeting Mayor Michael Peters (Right)




Rt El TR D ER e T H KGR R - HiSH
Mr. Zhang Shunguang (Left), Deputy Mayor of Dongguan City greeting Michael Peters (Right)

FrEMZEBIL. TKEER (REZT
ZEHiL) ERFEFNR

Mr. Li Guikang, Vice Secretary of Dongguan Party
Committee, Mayor of the City of Dongguan (former
Vice Secretary of Dongguan Party Committee), hosting

the signing ceremony




DONGGUAN—HARTFORD

FRMERL. TAREZSTEERE (EREMERBIC. 1K) MaFaEHH
KERR - WEHLHIRRAHEDYUBLEF

Mayor Michael Peters (Left) of the City of Hartford and Tong Xing, Secretary of Dongguan Party Committee
and Chairman of the Standing Committee of Dongguan People's Congress (Former Vice Secretary of Dongguan
Party Committee and Mayor of Dongguan City) (Right) of Dongguan City signing the Sister City Agreement
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Exchanging texts of agreement



RREMZEBIL. TARKEZESETERE
(RRZ=WZEHIL. mK). TZEHB
L. TKBEER (RREMZEBIL) 5
RERETKERR HEHUE KR
ZEXZL” RR

Mr. Tong Xing, Secretary of Dongguan Party
Committee, Chairman of the Standing Committee
of Dongguan People’s Congress (former Vice
Secretary of Dongguan Party Committee, Mayor of
Dongguan City) and Mr. Li Guikang, Vice
Secretary of Dongguan Party Committee, Mayor of
Dongguan City (former Vice Secretary of Dongguan
Party Committee) and Mr. Michael Peters, Mayor
of The City of Hartford after Watching a Show “The
Spring in Chang’an”

WERL. TARKEZSTERE (RER
WZEBIL. TK) KREEDARBNE
BRREETmKBEL SR

Present from Tong Xing, Secretary of Dongguan Party
Committee and Chairman of the Standing Committee of
Dongguan People's Congress (former Vice Secretary of
Dongguan Party Committee and Mayor of the City of
Dongguan) ( Right ) to Mayor Michael Peters (Left) of
the City of Hartford
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FETHEBL. AKEBLTHERE (REED
ZEIFE. TK) ARFRETHKERR - KE
T “REMREMR” HKS

M. Tong Xing, Secretary of Dongguan Party Committee and
Chairman of the Standing Committee of Dongguan People's

Congress (former Vice Secretary of Dongguan Party Committee,

Mayor of Dongguan Clty), awarding Mayor Michael Peters

"Dongguan Honorary Citizenship"
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FRMEBL. TAREZSEHE
FE(RREMZEBIL. 1K) @
EEERTmKER R - KEHE

BRI TAREZIHAR
M. Tong Xing, Secretary of Dongguan Party

Committee, Chairman of the Standing
Committee of Dongguan People's Congress
and (former Vice Secretary of Dongguan
Party Committee, Mayor of Dongguan
City), presenting Mayor Michael Peters a
Symbolic key
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THE ESTABLISHVENT

DI RIEAEF
Witnesses from the City of Hartford and the City of Dongguan

FREAREZREEEFIESE
(REREHZEBIC. TAKEZES
FE) ERUESBER

Mr. Li Jinwei, Deputy Chairman of the
Standing Committee of Guangdong Provin-

cial People's Congress, presenting a message
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FREARBUFINEDAZEE
EERABRE R

Mr. Fu Lang, Deputy Director of the Foreign
Affairs Office of Guangdong Provincial People’s

Government, Presenting a message
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FRETAXEZS B TERBRERIR TR
BETHTKERR - WEH FEREHR”
MSHBEA

Mr. Zhang Qunyan, Deputy Chairman of the Standing
Committee of Guangdong People's Congress, announc-
ing the resolution of awarding Mayor Michael Peters

"Dongguan Honory Citizenship"

ERRELRAETHER

EEEM
R

Mr. John Norris, Consul General of American
Consulate General in Guangzhou, presenting a

message
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Speech by Tong Xing, Secretary of Dongguan
Party Committee and Chairman of the Stand-

i

ing Committee of Dongguan People's Congress
(former Vice Secretary of Dongguan Party
Committee and Mayor of Dongguan City) at
Signing Ceremony

February 22, 2001

Respected Mayor Michael Peters,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Ata time when humanity is stepping into the new millennium, and while spring is in the air, we
are greatly pleased to welcome our guests and friends from the City of Hartford, and grandly hold
the agreement-signing ceremony of sister-city relations between the City of Dongguan and the

City of Hartford.

As an ancient Chinese poem says: "How happy we are
to meet friends from afar!" On behalf of Dongguan
government and our people as well, I would like to take
this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to Mayor
Michael Peters and his colleagues, who have come from
a far distance to Dongguan; and I would also extend my
sincere acknowledgement and best wishes to those who
have been greatly applying their efforts to the friendship
between our two cities, as well as to promoting of eco-

nomic and trade cooperation.

The history has opened a new chapter, while people all
over the world are looking back to the past, they are also
looking forward to the future. In the 20th century, hu-
man beings have created unprecedented modern
civilization, while reforms in science and technology have
brought about rapid development in social productivity.
By undertaking the reform and open-up strategy, China
has been on the track of strengthening its national power and enriching residents through the
development of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and is now rewarded with the prime time

of social and economic development.

Great changes have taken place like a storm in the history, Dongguan has made remarkable achieve-
ments over the past 22 years with an annual growth rate of 20%, ranking among the most promising

and vigorous cities in China. We are striding into a much more prosperous and advanced time.

Therefore the next ten years is vital for the reform and development process. During this period,
we are going to establish a much more complete socialist-market economy system, trying to be
the front-runner to realize general modernization, and strategic adjustment will be made to the
economic structure so as to optimize the industrial structure, and to foster information application;
The strategy of promoting prosperity for the city with science and education and sustainable
development will still be implemented so as to maintain a sustained social and economic stamina;

and just like before, we will positively participate in the international economic cooperation, and



therefore improve all-directional, multi-leveled and wide-ranging opening-up pattern.

Now;, the economic globalization of the world is like an irresistible on-rolling wave, and pursuing
stability, promoting cooperation and seeking development have become the theme of the age,

while the relationship of different countries and regions has become much closer.

While stepping into the new century, Dongguan and Hartford are twinned as sister cities. There are
many more opportunities and advantages for our cooperation and development. Hartford is the
"Insurance capital of the USA". It has a solid industrial foundation in airplane manufacturing and
electronics, strong capability for Sci-Tech creation, a high quality education system, a rich cultural
and artistic heritage, and plenty of tourism resources. This cooperation and communication will
bring bilateral benefits to both Dongguan and Hartford. Both cities have a great potential and bright
future. Over the past 3 days the interpersonal communication between Dongguan and Hartford
representatives resulted in better mutual understanding and friendship, forming intentions for
various kinds of cooperation. Dongguan is willing to build a long-term friendship with the City of

Hartford, facing the 21st century.

Looking into the future, I think Dongguan and Hartford should emphasize

cooperation in the following five areas:

1%, Industrial Cooperation. We warmly welcome entrepre-
neurs from Hartford to invest in the following fields to
develop high technology and service: infrastructure,

health care, environmental protection and so on.

2", Expansion of Trade Cooperation. We should
facilitate the better distribution of commaodities,
technology, capital and information, making the

two cities pioneers in accessing each other's market.

3, Deepening of Technological Cooperation. By
studying and exploiting new high-tech, especially
in information systems development and application,
we will improve the information systems used in gov-
ernment administrative management process, social civil ser-

vice and enterprise production.

4™ Promotion in Education Cooperation. Through students and teach-
ers' exchanges, study abroad, symposia and seminars, management technology and training.

We can further develop the human resources.

5%, Development of Tourism and Cultural Cooperation. We should cooperate in tourism

development as well as official and non-governmental cultural and artistic projects.

"Distance means nothing to bosom friends, whose who live thousands away can still be
neighbors". Although Dongguan is far away from Hartford, I am sure if we could adhere to the
principles of sincere cooperation, equal consultation and mutual benefits, we can fulfil our
mutual goals and ideals. Our journey together in this century starts from this moment, I believe
the future for Dongguan and Hartford is bright. Let us join hands, make great efforts together.
Accompanied by glorious light at the dawning of this new century, we are creating a new chapter

in the book of the mutual cooperation and development for Dongguan and Hartford.

In conclusion, I wish you — my good friends good health and a pleasant and rewarding stay in
China.

Thank you very much for your kind attention!
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Speech by Michael Peters, Mayor o
of Hartford at Signing Ceremony

On behalf of the City of Hartford, my selected city colleagues, Hartford delegation members,
sister city advisory committee and the people of Hartford, I bring you the warmest greetings. 1
thank Secretary Li, Mayor Tong, vice Secretary Li, other Dongguan City officials, representatives
from the many organizations we met with and the citizens of Dongguan for support and gracious
hospitality. I also want to acknowledge Governor Lu and the Guangdong Provincial government

for your support. Everyone has made our delegation a part of your magnificent and beautiful city.

I'am honored to be with you for the formal signing of the sister city agreement between Dongguan
City and the City of Hartford. We are re-establishing this ties with China that first began in
Hartford almost one hundred and twenty-five years ago, when the Chinese educational mission
erected a school in our city to tech Chinese classics for seventy-five students from China. The
studies included the classics, poetry, calligraphy and composition. In fact, the Chinese scudents
formed a baseball team which was very competitive and was led by a left-handed pitcher Liang

Tun-yen who later became the last Minister of Foreign Affairs in imperial China.

Much work has gone into establishing this relationship between our two cities. Our city council
authorized the establishment of sister city advisory committee in October 1999 to work to create
the formal relationship with Dongguan City. This 40 member advisory committee has been
working during this time to develop priorities and recommendations for our two cities to jointly

collaborate on.

Five sub-committee clusters were created, including;

1. Trade, technology sharing and joint economic development;
2. Education and joint research;

3. Health care and medical technology and equipment;

4. Cultural and arts exchanges; and

5. Tourism and trade conventions.

Dongguan City sent two delegations to Hartford last year. That included Mayor Tong and Vice
Secretary Li. They attended numerous meeting, reviewed draft joint priorities and recommendations
and signed a preliminary memorandum of understanding. Our sister city advisory committee
continued to work on the five clusters and its membership grew. Last November, an advance team was
sent by Hartford to Dongguan City to meet with key government and other officials to further discuss

and fine-tune the cluster priorities and recommendations and prepare this full delegation by our city.

With the signing of this agreement, e are opening the doors for tremendous opportunities and
gning g F pp
benefits between our two cities. With China's entrance into the World Trade Organization as a

permanent trading partner, the signing of this agreement is timely.

We realize the importance of developing relationship first, before moving on to formalizing
agreement for implementation of projects and initiatives under the five cluster areas. Thus, we are
prepared to work on the less complicated and smaller initiatives, that will help develop confidence

and trust, eventually leading to a solid foundation for larger, successful efforts.

In closing, I am excited and honored to be a part of this important and historic occasion between
our two cities, and I look forward to a long lasting friendship and relationship that results in many

exciting benefits.



