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SECTION VI
The Philosophers

339
I can well conceive a man without hands, feet, head (for it is
only experience which teaches us that the head is more necessary than
feet). But 1 cannot conceive man without thought; he would be a

stone or a bhrute.

340
The arithmetical machine produces effects which approach nearer
to thought than all the actions of animals. But it does nothing which

would enable us to attribute will to it, as to the animals.

341
The account of the pike and frog of Liancourt®. They do it al-

" ways, and never otherwise, nor any other thing showing mind.

@ The story is unknown. The Due de Liancourt led a vicous life in youth,

bmt was converted by his wife. He became one of the firmest supporters of Port-

Rayal.
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342
If an animal did by mind what it does by instinct, and if it spoke
by mind what it speaks by instinct, in hunting, and in warning its
mates that the prey is found or lost ;it would indeed also speak in re-
gard to those things which affect it closer, as example, “Gnaw me this

cord which is wounding me, and which I cannot reach. ”

343

The beak of the parrot, which it wipes, although it is clean.

344

Instinct and reason, marks of two natures.

345
Reason commands us far more imperiously than a master; for in
disobeying the one we are unfortunate, and in disobeying the other we

are fools.

346

Thought constitules the greatness of man,

347
Man is but a reed, the most feeble thing in nature; but he is a

thinking reed. The entire universe need not arm itself to crush him.
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A vapour, a drop of water suffices to kill him. But, if the universe
were lo crush him, man would still be more noble than that which
killed him, because he knows that he dies and the advantage which
the universe has over him; the universe knows nothing of this.

All our dignity consists, then, in thought. By it we must elevate
ourselves, and not by space and time which we cannot fill. Let us en-

deavour, then, to think well; this is the principle of morality.

348
A thinking reed. —IU is not from space that | must seek my digni-
ty, but from the government of my thought. I shall have no more if |
possess worlds. By space the universe encompasses and swallows me

up like an atom; by thought I comprehend the world.

349
Immateriality of the soul. —Philosophers®who have mastered

their passions. What matler could do that ?

350
The Stoics. —They conclude that what has been done once can
be done always, and that since the desire of glory imparts some power
to those whom it possesses, others can do likewise. There are feverish
movements which health cannot imitate.

Epictetus concludes that since there are consistent Christians , ev-

M The Stoics.
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ery man can easily be soT,

351
Those great spiritual efforts, which the soul sometimes assays,
are things on which it does not lay hold. It only leaps to them, not as

upon a throne, for ever, but merely for an instamt@,

352
The strength of a man’ s virtue must not be measured by his ef-

forts, but by his ordinary life.

353

I do not admire the excess of a virtue as of valour, except [ see
al the same time the excess of the opposite virtue, as in Epaminon-
das®, who had the greatest valour and the greatest kindness. For oth-
erwise it is not to rise, it is to fall. We do not display greatness by go-
ing to one extreme, but in touching both at once, and filling all the
intervening space. But perhaps this is only a sudden movement of the
soul from one to the other exireme, and in fact it is ever al one point
only, as in the case of a firebrand. Be it so, but at least this indicates

agility if not expanse of soul.

354
Man’ s nature is not always to advance; it has its advances and

retreats.

I Diss., v, 7.
@ See Montaigne, Essais, i, 29,

@ Praised by Montaigne, Essais, i, 36. See also iii, i.
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Fever has its cold and hot fits; and the cold proves as well as the
hot the greatness of the fire ol fever.

The discoveries of men from age to age turn out the same. The
kindness and the malice of the world in general are the same.
Plerumque gratae principibus vices?,

355

Continunous eloquence wearies,

Princes and kings sometimes play. They are not always on their
thrones. They weary there. Grandeur must be abandoned to be appre-
ciated. Continuity in everything is unpleesant. Cold is agreeable , that
we may gel warm.

Nature acts by progress, itus et reditus. It goes and returns, then
advances further, then twice as much backwards, then more forward
than ever, etc. .

The tide of the sea behaves in the same manner; and so appar-

en oes the sun in its course.
tly d th t:

356
The nourishment of the body is little by little. Fullness of nour-

ishment and smallness of substance.

@ Horave, Odes I, xxix, 13, cited by Montaigne, Essais, i, 42.
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(1) JREH Plerumque gratae principibus vices.

(2] JEICH itus et reditus,
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When we would pursue virtues to their extremes on either side,
vices present themselves, which insinuate themselves insensibly
there, in their insensible journey towards the infinitely little; and
vices present themselves in a crowd towards the infinitely great, so
that we lose ourselves in them, and no longer see virtues, We find

fault with perfeetion itself.

358
Man is neither angel nor brute, and the unfortunate thing is that

he who would act the angel acts the brute™,

359
We do not sustain ourselves in virtue by our own strength, but by
the balancing of two opposed vices, jusl as we remain upright amidst two

contrary gales. Remove one of the vices, and we fall into the other.

360
What the Stoics propoese is so difficult and foolish!
The Stoics lay down that all those who are not al the high degree of
wisdom are equally foolish and vicious, as those who are two inches un-

der water,

y Montaigne , Essais, iii, 13.
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361
The sovereign good. Dispute about the sovereign good. —Ut sis
contentus temetipso et ex te nascentibus bonisD. There is a contradic-
tion, for in the end they advise suicide. Oh! What a happy life, from

which we are lo free ourselves as from the plague |

362
Ex senatus-consultis et plebiscitis . . .

To ask like passages.

363
Ex senatus-consultis et plebiscitis crimina exercentur. Sen. 5882,

Nihil tam absurde dici potest quod non dicatur ab aliquo philosopho-

rum. Divin®,

Quibusdam destinatis sententiis consecrati quice non probant co-

A quotation from Seneca. See Montaigne, Essais, ii, 3.

Seneon, letter to Lucilins, xv. Montaigne, Essais, iii, 1.

&8 e

p Cicern, De Divin. , ii, 58, Montaigne, Essais, i, 12.
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(11 JREI A Ut sis contentus lemelipso et ex le nascentibus bonis.

(2] 3K Ex scoatus-consultis et plebiscitis ... 2 L35 363 97,

(3] FL24 Ex senalus-consultis et plebiscitis crimina exercentur.

{41 [F3C2 Nihil tam absurde dici potest quad non dicatur ab aliquo philos-
ophorum,
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guntur defendere. Cic®.

Ut omnium rerum sic litterarum quoque intemperantia laboramus.
Senec®,

1d maxime quemque decet, quod est cujusque suum maxime®,

Hos natura modos primum dedit. Georg®,

Paucis opus est litteris ad bonam mentem™.

Si quando turpe non sit, tamen non est non turpe quum id a mul-
titudine laudetur.

Mihi sic usus est, tibi ut opus est facto, fac. Ter®.
I

@ Cicero, Tuse, ii, 2. The quotation is inaccurate. Montaigne, Essais,
i2.

@ Seneca, Epst, 106,

@ Cicero, De Of , i, 31,

@  Virgil, Georgics, i, 20.

5 Seneca, Epist. , 106.

& Terence, Heaut. , 1, i, 28

i,
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(1] 3% Quibusdam destinatis sententiis consecrali qutce non prabant
coguntur defendere.
(21 JE3LZH Ut omnium rerum sic litterarum quoque intemperantia labora-
mus.
(3] JE3 2 Id maxime quemque decel, quod est cujusque suum maxime.
(4] IR Hos natura medos primum dedit.
(5) IR Paucis opus est litteris ad bonam mentem.
(6) [HXH Si quando turpe non sit, tamen non est non turpe quum id a

multitudine laudetur.:

(71 JR3CH Mihi sic usus est, tibi ut opus est facto, fac.

— 325 —



