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rlntransitive Verbs with Particles

to die down to get around to break in

to ceme about to fall through to catch on

to break down to hold on to look on

to get ahead to open up to settle down
to stand out to come up to show up

i. GUESSING THE MEANING FROM CONTEXT

You can learn a lot about an idiom if you look at the context of its
use. The meaning of the words around it, and the meaning of
the whole sentence, can give you a good idea of the idiom’s
meaning. You don’t need a dictionary to understand the general
meaning of the idiom.

Try to guess the meaning of each idiom as it is used in the fol-
lowing sentences. Provide either a one-word synonym or a defi-
nition.

1. For three days the wind blew hard and strong, but on the
fourth day it died down.

2. I thought John and Mary were happy, but they recently got

a divorce; how did it come about?

3. My old car has a very bad engine; it will probably break
down and need repairs.

4. If you want to get ahead in life, you have to work hard and

save your money.

(4

His poor clothes really stood out at the meeting because

everyone else was wearing a suit and tie.

6. Since you don't have a car or motorcycle, how do you get
around?
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7. Our plans for a trip to Europe fell through because we °
hadn’t saved enough money for the plane tickets.

8. Please hold on; I'd like to ask a question before you con- : I
tinue your lecture.

9. He told me all of his marriage problems, from beginning to -
end; he really opened up.

10. Because several students didn't understand the teacher’s S
ideas, many questions came up.

11. While I was talking, Tom broke in to tell me that he disa- S
greed.

12. After I spent two hours trying to explain the difficult idea,
John finally caught on.

13. While his friends were playing football, poor Joe, who had a _
broken leg, could only look on.

14. At first the students in my class were too noisy, but eventu- -
ally they settled down o work.

15. It’s already 10 o'clock and Bill hasn’t come vet: if he doesn't
show up soon, our meeting will fall through.

Now go back to each sentence in this exercise and underline any
part of the sentence which helped vou to guess the meaning of
the idiom. In other words, try to find the context clues.

Class discussion:

You probably could guess the meaning of some idioms more eas-
ily than others. Decide which idioms were easy to guess and
which were difficult. Discuss the importance of context clues in
helping you understand the meaning of each idiom.

il. DEFINITION CORRESPONDENCE

Using Exercise I to help you, check your guesses by choosing
the correct idiom which corresponds to the definition you see on
the left side. Be sure to use context clues and to use the correct
grammar forms.

to die down to get around to break in

to come about to fall through to catch on

to break down to hold on to look on

to get ahead to open up to settle down
to stand out to come up to show up
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Example:

(to move aliout)

definition

(to happen)

(to fail to occur)

(to make progress)

(to be noticeable)

(to stop working)

(to diminish)

(to travel)

(to watch)

(to arise)

(to finally understand)

(to wait)

Most animals get around on four legs.

1.

10.

11.

correct answer

The newspaper article didn'’t tell how the accident

The planned meeting because several

members were out-of-town.
He studied very hard in school so that he could

in his studies.

The tall Building against the

smaller ones.

‘The workers had to work twice as hard because the large

machine had

When the President of the U.S. entered the room, all the

.-

noise

It is hard for people in wheelchairs to -

because many buildings don’t have elevators.

Many people as firemen put out the

burning house.

. Incourt,aquestion -~ about his association

with some criminals.

At first 1 was confused, but after much explanation, 1

I asked my friends, who were going out the door, to -

— while I got my coat.

CHAPTER 1



(to interrupt) 12. It’'s very impoliteto

(to talk honestly) 13. Don't hide your secrets from your wife;

(to become calm) 14. If you _

(to arrive) 15. When the babysitter

is speaking.

and tell her how your unhappiness came about.

to understand you better; now you're too upset to think

clearly.

while someoge else

and talk more slowly, I'll be able

out for dinner.

Ii}. EXPLANATION OF THE IDIOMS

You probably have a good idea what each idiom means by now.
Study the following explanations so that you can understand
~ them completely.

1:

to die down—to become more quiet; to diminish, to subside

Usual subjects: feelings (excitement, nervousness, anger,
love/hatred); natural events (storm, wind, fire); sounds
(music, voices, noises)

My anger at him has died down since he apologized to me.
After the storm, the strong winds died down.
The loud music died down after the police came.

. to come about—to happen, to occur; to be caused

Usual subjects: events (acadent, death, failure/success, de-
feat): situations (problem, discussion, argument)

This idiom is most often used in a How-question, when we
want to know the cause of something.

How did the automobile accident come about?

His success came about after he started working harder.

The argument came about because they were talking about
politics. ’

. to stand out—to be noticeable, to be prominent; to be clearly

seen

Usual subjects: color, tone; figure, shape: people

PRACTICE WITH IDIOMS
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With this subject, there is a contrast with something else.

A very tall man wearing a big hat stcod out in the crowd of
people.

The large black letters on this small white sign really stand
out.

Joe is so intelligent that he stands out in class.

. to break down—to fail to function, to stop working properly

Usual subjects: machines (typewriter engine, air condition-
ing); vehicles (car, truck, plane, train, etc.)

The travelers were delayed because the bus had broken
down.

It would be very regrettable if the air conditioning broke
down on a very hot day.

. to fall through—to fail to occur, not to happen

Usual subjects: plan, project, arrangement, agreement, con-
tract

If your new contract agreement falls through, the workers
in your company will go on strike.

The plan for a new park fell through because no citizen
wanted higher taxes.

The project is so well planned that it couldn’t possibly fall
through.

. to get ahead—to make progress, to succeed
Usual subjects: people

Anycne can get ahead in life if he or she really tries hard.

Can a criminal get ahead by stealing money from a bank?

The dream of most politicians is to get ahead in national poli-
tics.

. to get around—to travel, to move about

Usual subjects: living things (people, animals); information
(news, idea, secret, gossip)

It’s difficult for a person with a broken leg to get around.
Everyone knows him well; he really gets around. )
How did my secret get around to all my friends so quickly?

. to hold on—to wait, to pause

Usual subjects: people ,

This idiom is usually used in a polite command form or in
indirect speech. It is commonly used when asking some-
one to wait on the telephone.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Please hold on; I'll see if the doctor is in. (polite command)

I asked him to hold on before he finally left. (indirect
speech)

Unusual: He held on before he left.

It is usually followed by a time expression such as “a second, a
minute.”

Please hold on a second!
Could you hold on a minute? (A question form is possible.)

to open up—to talk honestly and freely:sto reveal a secret

Usual subjects: people
This idiom basically means that one doesn’t hide his true
feelings.

Their marriage plans feil through because neither one of
them could ever open up to the other.
In court, you are expected to open up about what you know.

to come up—to arise
Usual subjects: a problem, question, issue

A serious problem came up after the project had been
started.

Many questions came up about the quality of the project.

A political issue came up which embarrassed the candidate.

to break in— to interrupt (someone who is already speaking)
Usual subjects: people

While I was explaining my point of view, he broke in to
argue with me.

During the regular TV program, the newsman broke in to
tell about the recent disaster.

When your teacher is speaking, you shouldn’t break in.

to catch on—to finally understand

Usual subjects: people
This idiom means that someone had difficulty in under-
standing something, but finally was able te understand.

Atter two hours of trying to learn the new game, he caught
on.

~The lady in the back of the room repeated her question sev-

eral umes but I stll couldn’t catch on.

to look on—to watch, to observe, to be a spectator

Usual subjects: people

PRACTICE WITH IDIOMS



14.

15.

I looked on as they tried to fix the machine which had bro-
ken down.

The shopkeeper could only look on as the armed robbers
stole all of his money.

When people are playing sports, I don’t enjoy looking on; I
would rather play also!

to settle down—1) to become calm, quiet, or peaceful
2) to begin a normal, stable life

Usual subjects: living things (people, animals)

#1—The children settled down when their teacher entered.
The barking dogs settled down after the loud truck
passed by.

#2—Many young people are now getting steady jobs, get-
ting married, and settling down in their own homes.

Many people settle down in San Diego because of the
fine weather.

to show up—to arrive, to appear

Usual subjects: people
This idiom is often used when someone appears somewhere
late.

He finally showed up an hour late.
I hope our teacher doesn’t show up so that we can leave.

Class discussion:

Now that you have learned the meanings of the idioms and how
to use them in sentences, go back to Exercise I and Exercise 11
and check your answers. As you do this, consider the following
questions:

1.

How many idioms did you guess correctly in Exercise I?

How much better did you do in Exercise 11?7

. Are there any idiom meanings which are sull not clear to vou?

Is there anything you have noticed about the grammatical
usage of these idioms?
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IV. LEARNING THE GRAMMAR RULES

Part A Verbs are a part of English grammar which are often
used in idioms. Some verbs are called transitive because they are
tollowed by an object, which is always a noun phrase. Some
verbs are called intransitive ‘because they are not followed by an
object.

Examples:
transitive verb: to hit

The child hit the ball.

subject verb object
intransitive verb: to go

Mary goes to her favorite restaurant tomorrow.

subject verb prepositional phrase (p.p.) time adverb

1. Can intransitive verbs be followed by other parts of gram-
mar?

_ Yes . ____No

2. What other kinds of adverbs could follow an intransituve
verb?

In this chapter, verbs which are intransitive, because objects do
not follow them, are used with words such as around, on, through,
and up. Such words are called particles because they cannot be
separated from the verbs by 27virbial forms (see Part B, Set 2,
below.) A particle joins with an intransitive verb to form an in-
transitive verbal idiom. ’

Example:
intransitive verb + particle: to stand out

A large carnation stood out on his suit.

subject verbal idiom p.p.

i. Is the verbal idiom followed by an object?

— Yes ___No

2. Why is a word like out called a particle in this idiom?

PRACTICE WITH IDIOMS




Part B. Look carefully at the following sets of seritences. Some
sentences are correct and some are incorrect. An asterisk (¥)
means that a sentence is incorrect. Write your best answers to the
questions by comparing the sentences.

\
Set 1

*The student got ahead his school.

The old man got around with difficulty.
*The company fell through its plan.
The student got ahead in school.

The company’s plan fell through.

O 00 0

Which sentence is the correct form of #1°?

p

b. Which sentence is the correct form of #3?

c. Circle the correct answers:

1. The verbal idioms in this chapter (can or cannot) be fol-
lowed by an object. '

2. The verbal idioms (can or cannot) be followed by a prepo-
sitionai phrase.

3. A verb which does not take an object is (transitive or in-
transitive).

In the incorrect sentences above (#1 and #3), the verbal idioms
were followed by objects, which is not possible for intransitive
forms. Other parts of grammar, such as adverbs and preposi-
tional phrases, often occur with these verbal idioms.

Set 2

*My friend caught siowly on.
*The chairman showeu early up.
My friend caught on siowly.
*The chairman early showed up.
My friend siowly caught on.
The chairman showed up early.

OF Y i 00 5D e

L

Which sentences are correct forms of #1°?

b. Which sentence is the correct form of #2 and #4?
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c. Try to explain why #5 is correct but #4 is incorrect: What is
the difference in adverbs?

d. Circle the correct answer:

Words like early and slowly are called (adjectives or adverbs).

No adverb can be placed between the verb and particle, which
shows that the verb and particie are one unit of grammar. Only 2
manner adverb, which tells how something was done (quickly,
quietly, slowly), can be piaced both before and after the verb +
particle, if it ends in -fy. A manner adverb such as well cannot be
placed before the verb + particie. Most adverbs, inciuding time
adverbs such as early, are placed after the idiom.

My friend caught on slowly.
My friend slowly caught on.
*My friend well caught on.
My friend caught on weil.

*The chairman early showed up.

The chairman showed up early.

(correct position)
(correct position)
(incorrect posiiion)
(correct position)
(incorrect position)
(correct position)

If you have any difficulty with the grammaticai terms used in
this section, such as “subject, object, noun phrase,” you can refer
to the Appendix at the end of this book for further explanation.

V. MULTIPLE-CHOICE EXERCISE

Choose the idiom which has the best meaning in the context
below. No idiom is used twice as a correct answer.

1. An elephant in a circus really

2. Ifyou weren’tso careless, your typewriter wouldn’t

3. He tries to by studying his lessons every-

day.

4. I'msorry that our date with each other

PRACTICE WITH IDIOMS
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falls through

. stands out

shows up

break down
come about
break in

die down
get around

get ahead

held on

. got around

fell through



11.

12.

13.

VI,

Answer each question or statement by using the idiom in a

, we won't be able to fly our

If the wind

kites.

)

Do you know how the murder __

Because San Diego has a poor bus system, it is difficult to

if you don’t have a car.

. When Mary finally

You have to listen to me carefully if you want to

Many problems in our serious discus-

sion.

we were able to leave

immediately.

Please ; you shouldn’t get so upset!

If you have any questions while I'm talking, feel free to

Don’t leave without me! Please

WRITING EXERCISE

meaningful, grammatical sentence.

1.

0

3.

How do you usually get around?

When might you wish that seme noise would die down:

Explain why a plan might fall through.

o w o

o »

o oW

o~

. breaks down
. dies down
. opens up

. came about
. pitched in

got around

. come about
. get around

get ahead

. get ahead
. catch on

come up

. showed up
. came up
. opened up

. got around
. came about
. showed up

. settle down
. die down

pitch in

. look on
. come up
. break in

. get ahead

b. hold on

. catch on
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