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FOREWORD

Ping-pong diplomacy heralded in a new surge of interest in mod-
ern China among Americans in general and students of Chinese studies
in particular. A few years have elapsed, but there still remains unful-
filled a lack of reading materials relevant to modern China, in simpli-
fied characters, at the intermediate level. One purpose of this book is
to meet this need.

The selections are taken directly from the People's Daily, from
May to December, 1973. The selection of articles focuses on, and
provides a reflection of the Chinese view of, events and social condi-
tions in the United States. The content of a book of this nature can
become outdated soon after its publication. However, the purpose of
this book will have been served if the student gains facility with read-
ing newspapers and other expository prose from modern China.

This text is recommended for students with a minimum reading
knowledge of 1000 characters. However, vocabulary items and gram-
matical patterns beyond READ CHINESE, BOOK I, READ CHINESE,
BOOK II, and READ ABOUT CHINA are annotated, so that it is possible
for students who know only 700 characters to use this text. The less
advanced students may find the text a bit tedious, while the more ad-
vanced students may find the annotations excessive. This inconven-
ience to individual students has been necessary in making it possible
for students at various levels of attainment to profit from this material.
A PRIMER OF NEWSPAPER CHINESE by Yu-Ju Chih (Far Eastern
Publications, Yale University, revised edition, 1967) has served as an
introduction to newspaper Chinese for American students for many
years, and is still an invaluable text. It covers a wide range of sub-
ject matters and many different Chinese newspapers are represented
in it, although the '"'news' in the articles is necessarily out-of-date.
Using part or all of the PRIMER prior to, or in conjunction with, the
present work would broaden considerably the student's knowledge and
appreciation of newspaper Chinese. The most recent printing of the
PRIMER reproduces all of its selections in both regular and simplified
characters which should also complement the features of this text. The
romanization system used herein is pinyin, which is now the official
form of romanized orthography prevalent in the People's Republic of
China. We may also mention here that the selections in this reader
are reproduced photographically as they appeared in the People's Daily.
In this manner the student will become familiar with People's Daily
newspaper setup, size of characters, printing format, etc.

Knowledge of simplified characters is indispensable for reading
publications from modern China. The student who has not been initiated
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to simplified characters would find it extremely worthwhile to de-
vote some time before embarking on this reader to familiarize him-
self with the basic principles of conversion from complex to simpli-
fied characters. CHINA'S LANGUAGE REFORMS by Hsia Tao-tai
(Far Eastern Publications, Yale University, 1956) and A CONVER-
SION TABLE OF SIMPLIFIED CHINESE CHARACTERS (Far Eastern
Publications, Yale University, 1965), are two useful works on sim-
plified characters for the English-speaking student. Especially help-
ful is the section ""Principles of the Simplifying Process', pp. 11-19,
in Hsia's CHINA'S LANGUAGE REFORMS. Hsia's book gives the
student an overview of the long process of language reform in China
while the Conversion Table is a handy method of converting from
simplified to complex and vice versa. For the benefit of students
who are not conversant with simplified characters, each selection
herein has been rewritten in regular form characters. Western
students of Chinese need, of course, to be familiar with both forms,
but this regular character version is intended only as a form of addi-
tional practice. The basic purpose of this reader is an introduction
to the People's Daily and, of course, its simplified script.

The several appendices provided in this book should also aid the
student in sharpening his new tools in Chinese. The following infor-
mation is provided:

I. An important key to simplified characters are the simplified com-
ponents that recur in different characters. By means of the 54
simplified components more than one thousand characters are
indirectly simplified. Appendix I lists these components.

II. Appendix 1II lists the 689 characters introduced in READ CHINESE,
BOOK I, READ CHINESE, BOOK II, and READ ABOUT CHINA
(all Far Eastern Publications, Yale University). These char-
acters have been taken as the vocabulary base-line for this reader
and they include, naturally, some of the most basic and most
frequently occurring characters. A number of simplified char-
acters which do not easily relate to their regular forms by an
identifiable principle, and are therefore difficult to guess are
among these 689. Appendix II lists these 689 and their simpli-
fied forms as well.

III. Appendix III outlines ways of transliteration from foreign lan-
guages into Chinese. Such transliterated words and phrases pose
a constant problem for the student of Chinese newspapers. The
student would do well to look over these principles with care.
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Iv. Appendix IV presents certain information concerning conversion
from Yale romanization to pinyin romanization for those students
who are not familiar with pinyin.

As is true of any reader, the present text is only a stepping stone.
After completing this text, the student is strongly urged to test out and
further sharpen the new tools he has garnered by reading articles from
the People's Daily and other Chinese newspapers without ready-made
annotations.

My thanks to Professor Yu-ju Chih, whose grammatical notes in
the PRIMER are reproduced here in revised form, and to Grace Wan,
whose ""Appendix B, Chinese Transliteration' in the PRIMER forms the
basis of Appendix III. Thanks are due to Hwei Li Chang, Yale University,
whose skilled Chinese penmanship appears in the following pages. Fin-
ally, I would like to thank all those students who have made valuable
comments on the preliminary draft.

Vivian Ling Hsu

June, 1975
Oberlin College
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