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PREFACE

THESE STORIES were written as a continuation of LEARN-
ING CHINESE WITH FUN. Dialogues are used extensively so
that a class project such as a puppet show can be effortlessly
developed.

New words and phrases are listed preceding each story.
The reader should look over the list before reading the story.
Most of the stories are not connected chronologically, but
new words and phrases are introduced sequentially. Idiomatic
translations are included at the end of the book.

I hope that students will not only learn typical Chinese sen-
tence structure through the dialogues but also share the fun of
the Sanmau family.

The story of a comic character with only three hairs, who
had quite an experience with his barber, has for some unknown
reason amused me for many a year. I had never thought of
giving him a family and making him a living vehicle for teach-
ing Chinese until late January, 1968 when my Chinese class
at the Chinese School of Pittsburgh was finishing LEARNING
CHINESE WITH FUN. In searching for further teaching mater-
ial, I gave the students some simple story books I had on hand
and asked them to express their opinions about what they would
like to do for the second semester. Most said they would like
to read stories based on their daily experiences in a vocabu-
lary of everyday usage. They also like stories that are enter-
taining. In addition, they like to act out some of the stories at
the end of the year to entertain their parents.

Sanmau and his family are brought forth to serve the purpose.
It is a fictitious family with imaginary characters. That the
characters are not real is not important; the important thing
is that they live in a realistic environment, as we do. Each of
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them has a place in their society as a worthwhile individual.
Just like us, they too have their shortcomings. The father is
an absent-minded professor; the mother an intelligent house-~
wife; the elder brother a college student; the elder sister a
teenager; the younger brother and sister a set of twins of pre-
school age; and Sanmau (meaning three hairs or thirty cents
in Chinese) a second grader. All of them can speak Chinese,
but the children are still learning Chinese from their parents
who came from China.

I hope that through their dialogues students will learn typi-
cal Chinese sentence structure and while doing so students
can laugh and enjoy the process of learning Chinese.

JENNY LI

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
September, 1968
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NEW WORDS AND PHRASES

¥, (it) only w‘%‘] (dzwéi) mouth, bill

- 4 N .
= /’fﬁi }J’—ﬁ '%_ three hairs 7 (kou) bitel, mouth, opening
(s@ngén tbufa) ora

é’gi %’L (ywangl) _q. l}— (érdwo) ear
cause, reason
HER AT - 4k
*a fé(fu (syingmau) does not look the same

appearance

;’J %_J (ywelyang) moon
i ﬂ:‘ 4"\ (lichulai)

= showi
RNAtZEIAZ, T
resembles the August Moon

Fﬁ 2‘ front tooth

'% .%- (bidz) nose v%‘i %%% with mouth open
agg ﬂ}ﬂ’ (vanjing) eye /‘é‘gﬁ (shétéu) tongue

}a«\/f\g‘ * (héchﬁéi) #«%\6’7 (iywénde)

combined, put together curly



NEW WORDS AND PHRASES
a .
;gl-_; 7 ’;ﬂJ 'J(dou thnggwole) / ,1. — % /?U

all had permanents

‘% % (swéirdn)

.

although, even though

% A (gerén)

each, every

% % (shiifa)

hair style
FiF comb
i
;fl ﬁl‘ (iyincheng)

for short

ﬁ comb hair

Rat

25,
come to one side

v S ..
% y]\ (lingwai)
the other

g '5’/\ (chywdnjya)
the whole family

= %, (Sanmau)

a name

4 z
iﬁbé?&f

_é_) hair, fur

thirty cents
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NEW WORDS AND PHRASES

~

/7? den

,—? (yinggai) =
ought to, should

oy

’

(

: %u 52?; (syidzau) bathe
M 7K

1 {% (jwiinbei)
-+
get ready

;&_ﬁv (langfei}) waste
}'E 4% be able to
‘g%_ (ijng) tell (a story)
v

4 }:\l gﬁu (hushwo)

talk nonsense
Eg’ (lydn) comnect, join
-4 WK

two days in a row

A - (iE o

a1)7 (j€ngchau)
¥

quarrel

7{};_5/.\ originally
AR

should have been

\\\.

1

&

IO‘

% } % To (dzi 18usyd)

downstairs

7

‘F ét% go downstairs
%’Z #9 , (dyanshr)

television

25 THE AL

all the time watching TV
downstairs

-""' (kén) be willing to

5% (rang)

. é 7] (tstngchyan)

let, yield to

in the past, before, once
upon a time

j’,\ '5/\ every family
f P Fn

Mid-Autumn Festival

E_ 2; about, around

}] ,ﬁ% special cakes and
cookies eaten on the
night of August 15

(jingchydujyé)
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NEW WORDS AND PHRASES
2 (shang) appreciate @; 1;%' fg’ (goudejiu)

A I . can reach it
ﬂ)a /%,) clear and bright

73, ﬁ,"’f_ vf (fi dzai kiingjling)
floating in the air

Yoo (8, 58 .

Rl AP ST

see how do you feel about it

ﬁ_ 7+ (bingbly) I was going to tell you
did not actually

£F4397H T - T

‘_;;,. },‘ , s
% JK, (tirdn) take a good look at

suddenly
77 8. (érchye) 3% _ (ywéding)
and also decide

\?B,j %‘L (myanshou)

fa.n.lil‘iar éfx) ffﬁ fi_ 7}/;{&"& !

Let's do this.
3 Z"J (1ké) immediately )
“H’"H'%J!J/ﬁfb‘ A58 Eﬁ{
/Lt.. /r % ﬁ j\ comb the hair well
W,
just coming out of the 45]4» i?ﬁ g?)\%

bathroom
between you two

vj\ z_ T g p ;}/,’
you've got to see 4}]4‘ '}F] ’-'}lﬂ N ] ’+’
among you three

Vg .
? %{]? would feel V{fj’)()i #%, The August Moon
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