THE RED CROSS IN FLOOD FIGHTING
AND DISASTER RELIEF
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This picture book is dedicated to those who
have made contributions towards flood fighting

and disaster relief work in China in the year of
1991
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Preface

In 1991, the vast land of China witnessed the worst floods ever seen in a century. The floods approached
so fast with such a tremendous force, affecting so vast an area and causing such extensive damages and
losses that it was all unprecedented in history. The Chinese people have been known for their heroic spirit of daring
to combat and transform nature and their strong determination of making vigorous efforts to turn the tide. In this
nation-wide struggle of flood fighting and disaster relief, the Chinese nation demonstrated once again its
patriotic zeal, its great cohesion and its fighting spirit of fearing no hardships and dangers and of combating
with nature. When one place was in difficulty, assistance came from all sides. Through hard efforts, people
throughout the country worked with heart and soul and won a great victory in the battle of flood fighting
and disaster relief and at the same time realized the objective of having no big epidemics after big disasters,
thus performing a miracle and composing a song of triumph of socialism.

As a government assistant in the humanitarian field, the Chinese Red Cross Society has a special role to
play in natural calamities. Red Cross organizations at all levels and the Red Cross staff, members and
volunteers across the country worked untiringly in flood fighting, disaster relief and disease prevention
operations by upholding the spirit of helping the distressed and succouring those in peril. A large number of
advanced units and individuals had emerged in the struggle who had written a brilliant page in the history of
the Chinese Red Cross with their actual deeds. Through the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC), the National Society launched two relief appeals which received active response
from the Red Cross/Red Crescent societies, governments and other organizations in about 30 countries. The
IFRC achieved a great success in raising disaster relief funds for China.

The fund-raising activities undertaken by our Red Cross colleagues and Chinese compatriots in Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan as well as the vast number of overseas Chinese were deeply touching. They showed
their true brotherly love for the people in the disaster affected areas, which embodied the profound affection of
standing together through thick and thin and of blood being thicker than water of the Chinese nation.

In commemoration of the great national spirit of the Chinese people demonstrated in flood fighting and
disaster relief operations under the leadership of the Chinese government, of the role played by the Chinese
Red Cross Society in disaster relief and of eulogizing the generous assistance given by the international
community, other national societies and the IFRC and in particular the deep affection of our compatriots in
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, we would like to present this picture book to our readers. Floods were
merciless, but man cared. It is hoped that the readers could feel the great love of mankind from this picture book.

May the Red Cross banner be flying high forever in the hearts of the people.
Gu Yingqi

Spring, 1992
Beijing
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“Get united to conquer disasters”

An inscription by Mr. Wan Li, Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress of the People’s
Republic of China.
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A Resolution on Commendation of Advanced Units and Individuals
in 1991 Flood Fighting and Disaster Relief Operations

In the summer of 1991, over ten of our provinces (municipalities under the jurisdiction of the central
government) in China including Anhui and Jiangsu were hit by the worst floods ever seen in this
century. Disaster was an order. Red Cross Organizations at various levels and the mass of Red Cross
members all over the country were immediately mobilized and plunged into the intense struggle of flood
fighting and disaster relief. Red Cross branches across the country started one after another fund-raising
activities and collected, transferred and distributed relief funds and materials to the flood victims. Braving
the burning sun and the intense heat of summer, the Red Cross members worked untiringly day and night
at the forefront of flood fighting and disaster relief operations by keeping up the tradition of continuous
fighting and fearing no difficulties. A great many members saved others at the risk of their own lives,
demonstrating dauntless heroism and the Red Cross spirit of humanitarian dedication. They shared,
through their own actions, the government’'s burdens and helped solve the difficulties of the victims.
They made significant contributions to attaining the victories in the struggle of flood fighting and disaster
relief and to the realization of “preventing an outbreak of serious epidemics after serious disasters”. A
large number of advanced units and advanced individuals emerged from the flood fighting and disaster
relief operations.

To commend the advanced, to inspire the fighting spirit of the people and to spread the Red Cross
spirit of humanitarian dedication, the National Red Cross Society of China has designated 101 units as
flood fighting and disaster relief advanced units and 480 persons as flood fighting and disaster relief
advanced individuals (see attached lists).

The National Society hopes that the advanced units and individuals commended will remain
modest and prudent, make persistent efforts and work for new achievements of the Red Cross cause.

Red Cross branches at different levels all over the country should organize study and publicity of
the deeds of these advanced units and individuals of flood fighting and disaster relief operations. The
mass of Red Cross cadres, members and volunteers should take them as models; learn from their lofty
spirit of humanitarian dedication and their virtue of rescuing the wounded and saving the dying, of
sacrificing their own interests for the sake of others, of seeking no personal fame and gain and of being
unselfish and fearless; learn from their fine character of loving the motherland, the people and the Red
Cross cause; and, guided by the spirit of the 5th National Conference of the Chinese Red Cross Society,
make greater contributions to further pushing forward the Red Cross cause in our country.

The National Red Cross Society of China
February 28th, 1992
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