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Preface

An Old saying goes: " Collecting the gold in the war age, updating genealogy in the millennium" .That is a lecture of historical
experience. Having visited the North American Museum for some years, I could see kinds of family tree from various Chinese
regions. Simultancously, I felt melancholy because our own collecions about these documents disappeared under plenty of
political movements.

With Szeto's library colleagues’ hard working, researching for record and strong support from people at home and abroad ,
We have published three series of human materials collections and Szeto's Rural Cultural History. For this achievement, I give
it the best wishes.

[ left my hometown when I was a little boy .Nowadays, I am in the 90s however, my memory was still fresh that when I was
in trouble, fortunately, I could hide in the library for survival. During that period, I read a great many books there. Therefore,
I have a deep and special emotion about this library. At the beginning, I thought it would be a quite difficult task to write a
historical book about my loved hometown .after all, we did not have any relevant information about it. Luckily, Clan friend
Szeto Liang, who has a good knowledge of literature, history and geography, led us to collect and search for the information
in the remote districts, then we analysed details and data, took good advantage of strength of the mass, ultimately, Szeto's
Rural Cultural History was compiled .This book embodies emmigration homeland made progress under the leadership of
communist party of China and encourages us to develop our traditional culture to rejuvenate our nation.

Here, I show great appreciation about that, hence, I write the preface for it.

January 3, 2010
Szeto Binghe 95 years old Beijing
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Preface

I was so excited when I knew Szeto’s villages history would be published by the Szeto’s library soon, it’s the dream of the clansmen at
home and abroad.

“Where am I from?” The question is often asked by ourselves when we grow up, and this question will go along with us in our life.
Every tree has its roots, every river has its source. Human is the same. The root and source of human are home and family name. As the
saying goes “Birds of a feather flock together” ( (the Warring States scheme) ) , this is a truth. Although “group” has many meanings,
its basic meaning refers to race. In a broad sense, “group” means country and nation; In a limited sense, it means hometown and clan.
Because they live in the same place and share the same blood.

A poem said: “Sweet or not, it's water from home. Close or not, it’s people from home.” As Chinese people, the love to our home and rela-
tives are ingrained and unforgettable for us. No matter we are at abroad or we are the Chinese descendants of many generations, we both
love our home and relatives. China has been a nation of etiquette since ancient times, the saint or the common man, they both want to know
where their nation and tribe come from. The glorious history of our ancestors is an encouragement as well as norm and alert to us. It is
also a spur for the descendants to cultivate their minds to benefit the society and serve our country. The down-to-carth spirit and serious
attitude are the cultural tradition of China, It is incredible for forecigners.

The report of the 17th National Congress emphasizes that we should popularize the Chinese culture and build our common spiritual home.
It has fully manifested a strong sense of historical responsibility of the contemporary Chinese Communists to develop the national culture.
The publication of Szeto’s villages history meets the development of the times, so every people is happy about it.

The publication of Szeto’s villages history not only meets the development of the times but also meets the need of our clansmen. The book
is in good planning and its structure is clear. In the book, there are narratives of characters and events, introductions of historical facts and
current situation, shows of different places and flavor as well as many colour photos, all these make you have "you-are-there" feel and let
you experience the Szeto’s villages and the life of our clansmen. The book has original conception and rich content, so it is interesting,
informative and readable. It is also a good patriotic book, a systematic family history book of the Szeto clansman, an interesting book to
know more about our hometown.
We Chinese can’t forget our origins. We love and respect each other, we are kind to each other. These are common virtue of Chinese. We
should develop our fine cultural traditions and respect the relation of clansman. Every little makes a mickle. If we can love and respect
cach other, we can have a harmonious life, then, the completion of building our Chinese common spiritual home is just around the corner.
I write the preface for it.

Szeto Minde
November 25, 2009 In Jiangmen city
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£ % B Changanli
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