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also broke or surpassed two world
walking records and 17 Asian records.
Twentysix national swimming re-
cords were rewritten, accounting for
79 percent of the total. Four of the
new marks were listed among the top
20 in the world ranking list. It was the
best reswlt China had ever seen for 20

whole society has been accelerated. In
1986, there was a 27.6 percent increase
in the number of competitions organis-
ed at and above the county level in
Chinas about 47 percent of them were
organised by educational establish-
ments, industrial enterprises, peasants
and other organisations. More than

years. 2,000 tournaments run at the nauona]
China had surprising in | and p ial levels had
some new sports. It won gold medals | support

for the first time at the world wo-
men’s judo and swimming champion-
ships. The Chinese women’s football
team took the crown at the Asian
Championships without losing a
single goal. Chinese women’s
weightlifters were also among the
world’s best.

(I

China’s sports are undergoing a
profound reform with emphasis on
training and competition. Sports
activities are no longer organised mere-
ly by the government sports depart-
ments at various levels but also by non-
government units.

A new training system now em-
braces multiple forms, multiple ways
and multiple levels. While all pro-
vinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions have set up training teams for
their top athletes, cities, industrial
sports associations, enterprises and
universities are also building up their
own training teams for selected
athletes. Such teams are being set up
hy big enterprises in 28 provinces,

p A and

ies

A lot of work was done in
changing the allocation of funds for
scientific and technical projects in
sports, in exploiting the market for
sports research products and in com-
bining sports research with the training
of athletes. Wide attention was paid to
applied research and development
research, There was a good number of
fine scientific research achievements.
In 1986, four new persons were
elected to leading posts in international
and Asian sports federations. Now,
China has 73 persons elected to leading
posts in 53 international and Asian
sports organisations. The provinces,
mumclpalmes and autonomous
regions also increased their sports
exchanges with other countries by 75
percent as compared with 1985.
Stadiums and gymnasiums in-
creased their income by opening up
competition arenas to the public. The
total income in 1986 was six times that
of 1979. There were 13 stadiums and
gymnasiums each receiving an annual
income exceeding one milfion yuan.
Abou\‘. 40 percent of operating and
costs of stadiums and

regions. Ten of them now boast 90
spare-time  sports  schools run by
enterprises.

In competition, a decision has
been made to change the scoring
system during the Sixth National
Games and increase scores for
Glympic sports; as a result, the or-
ganisation of sports activities by the

gymnasiums in China were covered by
their own income.

(m)

Industrial sports associations have
been set up under the leadership of
eight ministries and commissions
under the State Council. They play a
positive role in promoting mass sports

activities in areas under their control.

To promote sposts activities in the
vast Chinese countryside, the State
P)lyalcal Culture and Sports Commis-
sion cited 78 rural counties as pace-
setting sports counties in 1986. Ac-
cording to figures from 22 provinces
and autonomous regions, there are
now 114 counties in China which have
a 400-metre running track, a lighted
basketball court, a 50-metre swimming
pool and an indoor training hall. This
is more than eight times the 1982
figure.

Traditional sports practised by
China’s minority nationalities have
also developed tremendously. The
Third National Nationalities’ Tradi-
tional Sports Festival, held in Xinjiang
in August 1986, attracted competitors
from 55 nationalities from all parts of
China. The festival not only enhanced
unity among the different nationalities
but promoted their traditional sports
as well,

Following the founding of the
Preparatory Committee for the World
Wushu  Federation in 1985, a
preparatory committee for the Asian
‘Wushu Federation was established in
1986.

Sports activities in the schools
provide the foundation for sports in
the whole country. In 1986, more than
48 milfion students and school pupils
reached state qualifications for phy-
sical fitness, 10 percent more than in
1985. In order to raise sports stand-
ards in schools, the State Education
Commission and the State Physical
Culture and Sports Commission joint-
iy organised the Second University
Students’ Games and the Third Middle
School Students’ Games. They also
jointly map out a plan to improve
sports standards in schools from 1986
to 2000 with a view to promoting the
training of student amateur sportsmen
and sporiswomen.
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