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FOREWORD

A Retrospect of the Glorious Past

The Tiong Ho Sia Chinese Music Association has gone through 170
summers since it was established in 1820. In this span of history it has gone
through upheavals characterized by such periods as the oppressive Spanich rule, the
democratic American rule and the war-time years of the Jap rule. D ts
and important records did not survive these long years of trial, so were our
torch-bearers who passed into history, leaving only their names engraved on a
plaque which was well kept and handed down in Chi style traditi And this
plaque of honor is the HALL OF FAME of this association. It bears witness to our
long and glorious past which nobedy could ever deny.

It is really proud for us that, as a purely civic organization chiefly musical
in nature, Tiong Ho Sia Chinese Music Association has succeded in keeping the
traditional Chinese southern music clive, accross the Pacific Ocean far away from
the China Mainland, in the many places that traverse the Philippine Islands.

Tan Kimco founded Tiong Ho Sia Chinese Music Association

I.n Southern China’s coastal province of Fookien at the turn of nineteenth
century, youthful Tan Kimco was an ardent lover of the local southern mnusic and
was constantly in the company of musicians. A desire for advenfure and to seek
greener pasture abroad led hiin to arrive in the Philippinas, just like pollen carried
by wind which later became.the seed that sprawned the growth of southern music in
this archipelago.

Tan Kimco worked hard enough just like every successful young man as
he arrived, and was soon able to own a small shop which engaged chiefly in bamboo
products on Asuncion Street in the city of Manila, By necessity in business he was
able to gain access to the Spanish authority and later cbtained the favor of the
Governor General.

Being a music lover and often struck hy loneliness whenever he felt
sleepless at night, a desire for inusical company hs long been burning in his heart.
Seeking a rather opportune moment, Tan Kimco was able to get the nod of the
Governor General to allow him to organize a musical society. Thus he founded the
first ever musical club in the Philippines - Tiong Ho Sia Chinese Music Association.
It is a place where the southern music from old China was played and heard to by
“many homesick travellers, a place for everybody to voice his feelings, and a place to
promots friendship and companionhood among the transieuts.




