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Beijing is the capital of the People’ Republic of China. A city famous for its historical
associations, Beijing is the centre of international exchange as well as the political, cultural,
stience and educational centre of the whole nation. The city occupies a total area of 16,807
odd square kilometres, with a population of aver 10.7 millions. In the great socialist construction
with China's characteristics. Beijing has been timing opportunely to step up its development,
striving to have set up by the year 2010 a comparatively perfect system of socialist market
ecenomy, caught up with and then surpassed the capital cities of those developed countries
in terms of social development and the comprehensive strength of economy, science and
technology and built itself into a modernized city of international standing by the middle of
next century.

With a long history behind it, Beijing's higher edJcs;tlon occupies a pivotal position in the
country's education as a whole. During the long period of Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties,
the National University and the Imperial College, the highest educational administrations in
feudal China, were set up in Beijing. In the middle of the 19th century when western culture,
science and technology were introduced inte China, the Westernization Group (the comprador
bureaucrats who initiated the Westernization Movement) established in Beijing the Imperial
University( the predecessor of Beijing University}, the first one run by central authorities in
modern times, Up until 1925, the Qing government and foreign churches had set up
successively other institutions of higher learning, such as Tsinghua University, Yan Jing
University, Fu Ren University ete,

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China more than 40 years ago, education
in Beijing has broken free from the old China's traditional system of education. Remarkable
achievemenis and valuable experience have been gained during the course of setting up the
socialist educational system with Chinese characteristics, which ranges from elementary
education to higher ane. A multifarious educational system has come into being which, with
its qualified faculty members. offers at different levels all kinds of schooling in a variety of

subjects and specialities.




Up 1o the present, Beijing bo

saned

ational system of the largest scope in the country

h consists of 65 ordinary utions of higher le

177 vocational secandary schools, 164 technical and professional secondary schools, 724

ordinary secondary

purpose and over 220 institutions of higher and seconds

adult educaticn. In short, Beijing

h

already become a key b, f China's education

Since the eighties, we have increasingly quickened the tional reform by

improving the edu

stem and teaching methods, adjusting the educational structure

assimilating and making full use of all the achievements in human civilization to further develop

and improve cur socialist educational

em. Since the implimentation of open door policy,

various educational instituti

15 in Beijing have established at different levels cooperative

relationship with foreign countn ons. There are more and mare academic exchanges

and visiting activities amang the fellow teachers b en Beijing and foreign countries.

ncreasing number of students have been exchanged too. Also. we have now all the more
diversified forms in running educational institutions jointly with our foreign counterparts

It remains, as always, a key principle concerning the construction of the capital to enhance

the quality of the labourers in an all-raund w n gualified personnel in a large number

and consequently help build Beijing into a y in the fields of culture. education,

science and technology in China. It is our sincere hope that Beijing will be one of the mast

developed cities in the world so far as culture and education are concerned. Education in

Beijing s iith difficulties and

3 Ne

fage

development. Hopes exist side by sid

challenges with opportunities. The broad conti

nt of education in Bejing is determined to

meet the chall fficulties

nges by taking advantage pportunities and overcoming all

Itis also our hope that all our efforts will lead to the target that * Education must be anented

rd modernization, toward th

e

world and toward the future” along the road of success in

educational reform and development with both Chinese charactenstics and salient features

of Beijing.
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The general policies concerning Beijing's education are as fol-
lows:

o strive by every means for a first-rate education geared to
the needs of the capital and of the whole nation by deepening the
educational reform, optimizing the educational structure and laying
emphasis on progress; To realize the modernization of Beijing's
education by rigorously carrying out The National Programme for
Educational Reform and Development.
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Beijing Municipal Eduecation Commission was
lished on Feb. 13,1996

By the year 2000, a socialist educational system keeping abreast of the coming century
with Chinese characteristics and distinguishing features of the capital is meant to be
established. The modermization of education in Beijing will have to be realized through years
of efforts.

The municipal Party commitiee and the municipal government have made a strategic
decision in this connection to carry out the following ten systematic projects:

1.The project concerning elementary and secondary education of a high standard

While making 9-year compulsory education universal, new criteria and requirements
are yet to be worked out to ensure dramatic improvements in teaching quality and conditions
of running schools.

2.The project concerning education in suburban and mountain araas

To serve the regional economic development, education in suburban and mountain

areas should take concerted action with the magnificent project that 400,000 people in these
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poverty-stricken areas may have shakened off poverty and become relatively well-off in four

years time.

3.The project of making senior secondary education universal

By the year 2000, senior secondary education will have been made universal basically.
In other words, the proportion of junior secondary students entering senior secondary schools
will have amounted to over 85 per cent. The scope of ordinary senior secondary schools will
have to be properly expanded. Efforts should be made to develop senior vocational education
at the same time.

4 The project concerning vocational education

Vocational education can be greatly promoted through various means, such as
demanding academic credentials and certificates indispensable for one's post. On the basis
of running special secondary schools, technical and professional secondary schools and
vocational secondary shchools, emphasis should also be laid on the development of higher
vocational education. A certain number of institutions of higher learning and those for adults
will have to be transformed gradually into institutions of higher vocational and technical
education.

5.The project of training the adults

The reform and development of adult education may surely be given fresh impetus by
training badly-needed professionals, personnels transferring from cne post to anotner and
workers and staff members of village and township enterprises through forms and channels
of various kinds. It may take 3 to 4 years to train quite a number of qualified personnel who
are practical and open-minded with comprehensive abilities. Examination system for people
of sel-taught is being perfected and futner achievements in illteracy elimination are being
made.

6.The project concerning higher education

To set up in institutions of higher learning key disciplines. key courses and key
laboratories so as to improve the guality of education and that of scientific research.

7.The project concening 110 items and events

To popularize and put into use altogether 100 items of achievements in high-tech and scien-
tific research and to organize 10 key reform programmes of scientific research participated by
institutions of higher learning in Beijing. It is our task to make contribution to the capital's modarniza-
tion drive by taking advantage of science and technology in universities and colleges here.

8.The project concerning pilot schools or institutions

Quite a number of pilat schools or institutions capable of representing the highest quality
of education in Beijing will have to be set up. Some universities and colleges here are striving
by every means to enter into a national project of a grand scale entitled "211". As the name
implies. there will be 100 major universities and colleges being oriented toward the 21 st
century under construction or reconstruction.

9,The project concerning teachers’ training

While improving the overall quality of the teaching staffs, effective measures are yet fo
be taken to cultivate young and core members in management as well as in teaching.

10.The project concerning comprehensive experiments on educational reform

Tao conduct explaratory and pilot reforms in certain counties. vilages and towns in order
to find new ways out for further educational reform and to promote the integration of education

with economy. science and technology.
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Statistical Data on the Main Situation of Beijing's Ordinary Education

Note: The enralment of foreign students is 6 838.
The figure concerning technical and professional
secondary schools was made in 1995,
Other statistics were made in 1996.
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Being a centre of international exchange as well as the political and cultural centre of the
whole nation, Beijing boasts the largest number of institutions of higher learning.

Of the 65 ordinary institutions of higher learning in Beijing, & are subordinate directly to the
State Education Commission. 47 are subordinate to the ministries and commissians under the
Party Central Committee and 12 are directly under Beijing municipal government. Besides, there
are 83 institutions of higher education for adults, including 43 ministerial universities and 40 local
ones. There are in Beijing universities of the first rank. such as Beijing University. Tsinghua Uni-
versity and so on. There are also a number of major universities and colleges under construction
or reconstruction in a national project of a grand scale entitied "211". Of all the ordinary institutions
of higher education in Beijing, 23 are national key universities, accounting for 24 per cent of the
total number of the country's universities. There are 10 postgraduate institutes authorized by the
state, making up 40 per cent of the total number of the very kind. Of the 65 universities and
colleges for reqular 4-year undergraduate students. 55 are subordinate to the ministries and com-
missions under the Party Central Committee, including 3 comprehensive universities, 21 science
and engineering universities and colleges, 3 agricultural universities and forestry institutes, 5 medical
universities and colleges. 3 teachers' universities and colleges, 7 financial and economic colleges,
7 language institutes, 4 institutes of political science and law, 1 physical education institute, 8 art
academies and institutes, and 1 institute of nationalities.

412 specialities are offered in Beijing's institutions of higher learning, accounting for 68 per
cent of the total and covering the ten majer disciplines offered all over the nation. In the universi-
ties and colleges. there are altogether 158 national key disciplines and 29 national key laborato-
nes which respectively account for 38 per cent and 29 per cent of the total number of those in all
the institutions of higher learning of our country.

There is a teaching and administrative staff of 102,304 in Beijing's ordinary institutions of
higher learning. Of all the teaching staff. 36,387 are full-time teachers. 6,619 are members for
scientific research institutes, 78 are academicians from Chinese Academy of Sciences which make
up 37.3 per cent of the country's total number, 36 are academicians from Chinese Academy of
Engineering Sciences which account for 27.9 per cent of the country's total, 1,760 are doctorial
directors which amount to 27.3 per cent of the country's total. The ordinary institutions of higher
learning in Beijing have an enrolment of 189,953 regular 4-year undergraduate students and 2-
year students. There are 30.343 postgraduates aiming at both master's degrees and doctorates.

The broad masses of students and teaching staff are now acting in accordance with the in-
structions of Chairman Jiang Zemin that education must be geared to the need of our moderniza-
tion construction for various types of qualified personne! and that efforts should be made to im-
prove the quality of school management and thus obtain better efficiency. They are determined to
deepen educational reform and speed up development so as to build Beijing into the most ad-

vanced city in terms of education.
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Capital Normal University
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The expenmental hase of ¢ il fibee marerial |EBOFM I of Norhern Jiaotong University




