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I am happy to welcome the Hakkas who have come to Singapore for their 13th
World Reunion. Ease of jet travel has made this meeting possible.

It is instinctive in man to identify and be curious about his own kind, those who look
like him and who share his language, culture and history. During colonial times, the
government left educational, health and welfare to the immigrants to look after them-
selves. The overseas Chinese formed mutual help groups based on blood and locality ties.
These clan associations have played a significant part in the lives of the Overseas Chinese
- setting up schools, clinics, funeral parlours, cemeteries, providing financial assistance,
lodging houses and repatriation to their own kinds.

With the advent of independence, the function of these clan associations have changed
as the elected Foyernment has to provide for the basic needs of the people.

The clan associations have taken on new roles in culture and recreation to remain
relevant to their community. People want to know and remember their roots. Indeed the
success of the various clan associations in holding reunions of their clan members from all
over the world, is proof of this deep human urge.

This urge 1s especially strong amongst Hakkas. As a minority group, mostly from
Guangdong and Fujian, they have very closely knit clan organisations in Singapore and
Malaysia. My experience travelling through Malaya and Borneo during my years practis-
ing as a lawyer in the 1950s was memorable. In every town on the Borneo coast, from
Sibu to Sandakan, I was greeted and feted by the local Hakka community.

With each passing generation, those of you who do not live in China, Taiwan and
Hong Kong will experience original culture being altered. Because you live in different
cultures using foreign languages like English, Thai or Malay; it 1s necessary to make special
effort to preserve what is valuable in our traditions like thrift, hard work, filial piety,
placing community before self. These values have helped us survive and succeed.

My congratulations to the 13th World Hakka Reunion.
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I congratulate the Nanyang Khek Community Guild of Singapore on its hosting of
the 13th Woﬂﬁ- Hakka Reunion.

The rcunior: is an important event for the Hakka community as it provides a unique
opportunity for Hakkas to meet their kinsmen from the worldwide Hakka diaspora.

It will be an occasion not only for the renewal of friendships but also for the strength-
ening and promotion of Hakka cultural heritage.

There will also be opportunities for the networking of Hakka communities world-
wide.

I wish the 13th World Hakka Reunion every success.
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R $120,000 F Lk $ 20,000
1/ SE $120,000 2% $ 15,000
W SERE $100,000 g $ 10,000
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2R $ 30,000 BN 21E $ 10,000
R $ 20,000 FIKRAE $ 10,000
AP Z1E 8 20,000 PRI A2: $ 10,000
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