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Beijing is the centre of ever-shining New Crina.

For the fast thirty years and more, Beijing stands firmly in the East as the political, scientific, educational
and cultural centre of China. Emerging from an ancient capital of six past dynasties, it has become a well-known
city having modern features while retaining its traditional attractions. Beijing covers an area of over 16,000
square kilometers with a population of more than 8 millions.

Beijing is an epitome of the age-old Chinese civilization.

The Great Wall, the Grand Canal, the Lugou Bridge (Marco Polo Bridge), the Palace Museum, the Temple of
Heaven, the Summer Palace and so forth, all these “jewels” are the witness of history and the crystallization| of
people’s wisdom. Along the Chang‘an Boulevard are green trees, red walls, blue sky and golden tiles, rendering
a solemn and resplendent look. In the spacious and majestic Tian'anmen  Square stand aloft the Monument to.
the People’s Heroes and other magnificent buildings like the Museum of Chinese History, which challenge each
other in beauty. All these symbolize the forward strides of the history of China.

Beijing is the capital belonging to the billion Chinese people.

On the marble floors of the stately Great Hall of the People, numerous footprints are left by people of
different nationalities of the country, figures in all walks of life and friends from all parts of the world. In the
downtown streets of Dashilar, Wangfujing, Dongdan and Xidan, onie can always find endless streams of people
from every corner of the country, Beijing Library, the largest of its kind, with the biggest collection of books
in the country, is always thronged, in its reading rooms, with yoting people engrossing in scientific and cultural
studies and intellectuals trying to scale new academic heights; whereas in the past very few people frequented the
place, If the glaring contrasts between such (uxuriesas''crossthe-yard sunshade, gold fish and pomegranate trees'
enjoyed by the rich living in big courtyard complexes and the queues of people in rags outside grain shops was a
portrayal of life in old Beijing, then bookshelves, potted plants and television sets in ordinary people’s flats and
courtyards, and cheery crowds in stadiums, theatres, clubs and parks is a sketch of present-day life of Beijing.

Beijing is a tourist centre that commands the attention of peaple at home and abroad.

Red maple leaves over Xiangshan Hill, gingko trees at Tanzhesi Temple, amusing giant pandas in Beijing
Zoo and Buddha statues in multiple postures in the Lama Temple and so on are attractions that make tourists
linger on. Watercolour block prints of Chinese style paintings and renovated cloisonne, carved lacquerwarg, clay
figurines, silk flowers and velvet birds are things that fascinate art lovers. Medicinal liquors of Tongrentang (a
well-known pharmacy for traditional Chinese medicines), stewed mutton of Yueshengzhai (an old Islamic shop
dealing in cooked meats) and roast ducks of Quanjude Restaurant are all unique in their special flavour as ever,
Rice i at the foot of Y Hill in the westerh sublirbs and Beijing ducks raised in this city enjoy
still greater fame. People of different tastes can make their choice from dishes formerly served at court to
refreshments sold at side-walk stalls. On visiting someone living in a courtyard house, one may possibly be
entertained with delicious boiled dumplings, Tourists may also try some cotton shoes which are available in all
stiopping centres. In sucn shoes, one will be lighi-footed in climbing up the summit of Great Wall on Badaling
Hill, going down the underground palace in ore of the Ming Tombs, or visiting Zhoukoudian, the home of Beijing
Man who lived 500,000 years ago.

This album, & collection of “portraits” taken from different angles, will help new-comers know Beijing, a
ity at the same time old and young. This album may also arouse deep nostalgia of far-away overseas Chinese.
At least it will serve as d guide in an interesting tour of Beijing by way of pictures.
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New Aspects of the Ancient City Ancient
features and modern styles add radiance
and beauty to each other.
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