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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES
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SEPTEMBER, 19435,

I'his book presents in brief graphic form certain ideas for
engaging the Japanese in combat which have been developed
as a result of Allied Nations experience in all theaters.
Details of operation are not given since they are invariably
modified by eircumstances and must be determined by the

commander ot the ground.

Our normal tactics while fundamentally sound must be
adapted to meet the Japanese methods of warfare and to
fully exploit. their weaknesses in doctrine, psychology,
weapons and equipinent.,

The text has been printed in two languages to permit its
use by both American and Chinese forces in the Far East.

The close study of the tactics presented in this document
is recommended for their application when the sitnation
favors their adoption.

JOSEPH W, STILWEI.L,

LiEUTENANT (JBNERAL, L), ™, A
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INTRODUCTION

The tollowimg notes and sketches have been prepared to give, 1n
conerete form, some vf the practical lessons learned by Allied Forces
1n the Far Fast during the present war, Many have beeu learned at
a great price.

The time is past when the Japanese will be able to exploit our
tack of men and weapons, undermine us by his fifth column and
deceive us by his treachery. His plaws have now heen fully seoutad
and we are now carrying the bhall ourselves. No longer can he play
on our tradition of sportsmanship aud regard for honovable conduet
in war.  Knowing ne holds are barred we have now become prim
and ruthless 1n eur infent to kill,

Jungle fighting is essentially combat between individual- and
small units.  The degree of familiarity of the soldier with jungle
ronditions and the tactics of fhe enemy will, in a large measure,
determiue gueress. Control by the {-‘,quad m]{‘. platoon  rommanders
requires the highest personal leadevship.

To fight in the jungle one must live there and train there. hoth
day aud night.  Firsi-hand knowledge of the jangle is to one’s decided
advantage.

Experience everywhere shows good jungle tactics to ke but o
modification of the old fundamentals of good marksmanship, scouting
and patrolling and wminor tucties adapled to the thickly woailed,
awampy or mountainous terratn as it exists. Woodrratt, silent and
easy Inovement, concealment, keen perception by eve and ear, and
rleceptlon are =t a premium. The tactical action hecomes s rombi-
nation of the most primitive methads of fichting with the most
grientific and modern ones,

It must not be thought, however, that proficiency in jungle taclies
i& the onlr essential to the defeat of the Japanese Hiz nnorthodox
formationa and his methods of attack and defense in more open rrmntrv
must also he met and fully exploited. The fact that he is not
always sensitive to maneuver, preferring to go to the ground and
hold, tictates that attack must invariably be aimed a1 the destruction
of the unit ov individnal.

In all action, therefore, our troops must possess s fundanental
knowledge of American tactics modified and amplified by a knowledge
of 3ungle warfere and Japanese tactics, and used with initiative,
aggresaiveness and good judgment. The combination of the protect-
ive support fires of onr modern ground and air arms with the forward
movement of our infantry gives us a striking force which the Tapanese
cannot meet with his inferior weapons and equipment.

In each case the destruetion of the enemy force must bhe
contemplated.

3



