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MALACARNANG
MANILA

MESSAGE

It is with genuine pleasure that I greet and
congratulate the Philippine Kho's Association on the
celebration of its fifty~fifth anniversary.

As a fourth generation Chinese, I am proud to trace
my ancestral roots to the Kho/Co clan originating from
China. As many of you know, the first Cojuangco who
emigrated to this country 125 years ago made his first
home in the same district of Binondo where most of our
early Chinese communities settled down. Although our
forebears came here to escape the turmoil of changing
dynasties and the ravages of natural calamities, they
not only survived but even prospered - a tribute to the
strength and resiliency, and the values of thrift and
hard work of the Chinese immigrant.

Today, as all Filipinos, regardless of racial
ancestry, share in the task of national reconstruction,
I hope that these attitudes which brought growth and
progress to our Chinese ancestors, will once again be
brought to bear on the common effort towards recovery
and growth for our country. I «call on our
Filipino~Chinese communities and families to give their
all-out support to our economic growth objectives, and
contribute to the unity of the Filipino nation through
the strengthening of our families that are its
constitutive elements.

I send every good wish for a happy gathering!

45»7,w £ i?a._/




vy
P d g o
L

-~

- "

PRESIDENT CORAZON AQUINO
ik 2 F %
AT A X BB EFALR
3




OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Manila

GEMILIANO C. LOPEZ, JR.

The Chinese communities have much to be thankful for to
the City of Manila. Pre-Spanish period saw the ancient Chinege
finding a haven in the city doing brisk barters and improving life
as it were by engaging in various trades and crafts. Even in
local politics then, some Chinese made their imprint in Manila's
history, such as Lim=-ah-Hong.

Twentieth century Manila is still home to the proud and
hardworking descendants of the closely-knit Chinese clans whose
small retail businesses, such as sari-sari stores, have evolved
to become giant corporations, and passing on their trade secrets
of hard work and total dedication to the economic upliftment and
betterment of all.

The Chinese community of Manila is happy to join forces
with the Office of the City Mayor to revive the city's glorious
past and ensure a better tomorrow for its citizens. Presently,
projects in education, culture, beautification and cleanliness
drives, and charities are given great attention and effort.

Your 55th Anniversary as a family signifies the expanse
of time when we have shared the spirit of cooperation and peaceful
co-existence, and together have stood by one another to surmount
the tests and battles that blocked our path towards our common
aspiration of making Manila a city of man.

May you continue to give strength as pillars and inspiration
to this city that we both love.

We join the rest of Manilans in wishing your family abundant
blessings and prosperity on your 55th year !
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