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Situated at the foot of the Tianshou Mountain (Mountain of Heavenly Longevity), Changping District,

Beijing, the Ming Tombs is a mausoleum group of 13 emperors of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). The
construction of the Tombs was initiated in 1409 and a total of 13 emperor tombs, 7 concubine tombs and
one eunuch tomb were built by 1644 when the dynasty was overthrown. Of all of the mausoleums left by
emperors of various dynasties in Chinese history the Ming Tombs is one of the best-preserved sites. Wlth
magnificent architectural structures the Tombs has great historical and relic value.

The Tombs was listed as a National Cultural Relic Protection Unit in 1961 and in 1982 the State
Council categorized the Badaling-Ming Tombs Special Scenic Spots Preservation Zone. In 1992, the
Tombs was listed as “the best-preserved Mausoleum group where more emperors were buried here than
anywhere else” by the Evaluation Committee for “World Best in Beijing Tour”. The Tombs was listed in
the Category of World Heritages after approval by the World Heritage Organization of the United Nations
at its 27" session on July 3, 2003.
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