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Notes from the Publisher

The Chinese Cities and Regions Series is a set of hooks
with economic information as the main content compiled by
the General Editorial Board of the Chinese Cities and Regions
Series. which has been organized by Radio Beijing, and pub-
lished by China International Radio Press. Each hook of the
comprehensivo series features the historical evolution, geog-
raphical environment. economic resources. tourist attractions,
business undertakings and development prospects of a given
cily or region, providing a handbook of concise information,
practical value, adequate data and ample illustrations for per-
sonages of economic and trade circles outside China and in-
coming tourists from all parts of the world. It is designed to
serve China's policy of opening to the outside world and
promote the economic cooperation and cultural exchanges
between China and other countries.

Each book of the series is printed in both Chinese and
English tor the convenience of readers in and outside China.
it 1s written and edited by specialists of a given city or region,
examined by the local departments concerned and the final
examination and translation are under the charge of the
General Editorial Board of the series and China International
Radio Press. Our acknowledgement goes to the governments
of vanous localities and personages of different circies for the
valuable support and assistance they have rendared to the
publication of this book series.






Foreword Zhang Wenliang

Zhangshou. rich and beautiful, is lo-
cated on the southernmost tip of China's
Fujian Province As an important angle of
the triangular region in southern Fujian,
Zhangzhou faces Taiwan island across the
sea and borders on the special economic
zones of Xiamen and Shantou. It exercises
jurisdiction over nine counties and one dis-
trict with a population of 3.8 million.

Zhangzhou has long been known as "A
Land of Fish and Rice" and A City of Flow-
ers and Fruits” More than 1.000 years ago
during the Tang Dynasty. an official by the
name of Ding Ru in Zhangzhou Prefecture
wrote a poem in praise of the place Some
of the lines go like this' “The beautiful land
is covered with pomelo and litchi trees.
shiny fish jumps out of ripplng waters.
bananas shake off golden clolhing to show
their creamy body, and juicy longans. as
pure as jade. shine like waternng eyes.” To-
day's Zhangzhou has become all the more
beautiful with flowers in full bloom contend-
ing for beauty and fresh fruits breathing out
fragrance all the year round Zhangzhou
produces more than 50 kinds of fruits and
particularly takes a pride in its orange.
Itchi. banana, pineapple. pomelo and  lon-
gan that enjoy a worldwide reputation. Nl
nounshes more than 1,000 kinds of flowers
and plants with narcissus outshining all
olhers in beauty and fragrance Taking a
walk around Zhangzhou eguals a leisurely
stroll in a garden or an orchard

Zhangzhou 1s gne of the leading pro-
ducers of grain and wvarious cash crops in
Fujian Province It has an abundance of
rice sugar-cane, peanuts. timber lve-stock
and aquatics n addition to rich deposits of
siicon, diabase and mineral hot springs.

Zhangzhou 1s hnked to the outside
world by a network of land and water trans-
portation. Historically Zhangzhou used 1o
be a commercial and foreign trade port city
In coaslal Fujian. In the 15th century during
the mid-Ming Dynasty, Yuegang Harbour in
Haicheng accommodated "a great number
of foresgn merchant vessels” and was noted
for its "prospenty and brisk business”. To-
day's Zhangeshou sits in the centre of a

cocbweb of ralways and highways inter-
wovern with a network of water transport.
The counties of Dongshan. Zhangpu and
Longhai all have fine natural harbours with
walers more than 10 metres deep, suitable
for building 10,000-ton-class berths.

Zhangzhou is an ancient city of culture
with a history of 1,300 years. It was set up
as a prefecture in the second year of the
Chur Gong penod of the Tang Dynasty
(A D. 686). It is the native place of many
outstanding figures such as Chen Yuan-
guang, Huang Daozhou. Cai Xin, Xu Dishan
and Yang Sao. Zhaojiabac m Zhangpu
County, built by imperial decendanits of the
Song Dynasty 1n the 17th century, features
well-preserved  architeclural  structures in
the style of the Song Dynasty In Shajan.
Hua’'an County. the stone carving on the
Xianzitan cliff reminds people of the picto-
graphic characters of an ethnic group in
ancient times Other tourist attractions in-
clude the Cloudy Cave housing a forest of
steles the centuries-old Nanshan Buddhist
Temple, the One Hundred Flower Village.
the No. One Miraculous Rock on Earth—
Dongshan Wind Rock, and the Maluanwan
Bathing Beach with golden sand and biue
sea water The Xiang Opera of Zhangzhou
enjoys a high reputation in Southeast Asia
The glove puppet show troupe has won
honour for China during its perfermance
tours abroad

Zhangzhou also serves as a tranng
base and take-off poant for the Chinese
Wormen's Volleyball Team. It 1s known as
the “cradle of world champions™

In early 1985, the State Council desig-
nated Zhangzhou as a coastal economic
zohe opening lo the outside world, At pre-
sent, it has established ties wilh more than
20 countries and regions in technological,
capital and trade cocperation. Zhangzhou
has successfully taken in 150 machines
and more than 420 fine breeds resulting in
great changes in the production structure.
In agriculture. it has estabhshed anexport-
oriented commodity base with aquatics
and fruits as thc major items and industrial-
ly. 1t has formed a network with food, tex-
tiles, pharmaceuticals and chemical pro-

ducts for daty use as the main compo-
nents



During China's Seventh Five-Year Flan
penod, coastal Zhangzhou with Dongshan
County as its cenlre will be developed into
an economic arca majoring In export. pro-
cessing and tounsm industries. In mland
Zhangzhou. an industnal system focusing
on food. textile, electrical machinery. che-
mical and plastics industries will be formed,
with the city proper as s centre While
actively developing domestic economy hori-
zontally in the spint of self-reliance, we are
ready to follow the principle of mutual be-
nefit and reciprocity and establish ties of
economic cooperation with entrepreneurs at
home and abroad. We sincerely hope that
overseas Chinese resuding abroad and
compalriots from Hong Kong and Macao
will join us in developing trade and
launching industnal  enterprises  for  the
benefit of our homeland.

The 1,923-kiometre-long Jiulong River

cuts across Zhangzhou from weslt to east.
At the end of December this year, a grand
ceremony will be held on the river banks to
celebrate the 1.300th founding anniversary
of Zhangzhou. People on this beautiful and
fertile land are doing ther utmost and re-
solved to turn the area of superior natural
condittons rapidly into a commeodity pro-
duction centre for export to gan foreign
currencies for the country They are deter-
mined o help the city play the role of a
bridge n drawing advanced technology
and managemeni. the role of a pwvot n
promoting inland economic  development
and the role of a window through which
world  economic information 18 communi-
cated. Bearng in mind the need of further
opening of the country. we have compiled
and published this book Zhangzhou for our
frends at home and abroad in the hope
that they will know more about Zhangzhou
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