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Preface

Supported by the People’s Government of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, in
this year specialists coming from various departments concerned jointly compiled the data
collection & Disaster Reduction of Xinjiang in the past 40 years » in which the natural
disasters, processes of disaster relief and disaster reductions in th past 40 years are des-
cribed. I warmly congratulate on the publication of this book and at the same time express
my admiration to the People’s Government of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region be-
cause its leaders were able to develop, with a great foresight, activities of “International
Disaster Reduction Decade” in the whole Autonomous Region so that the compilation of
“Disaster Reduction of Xinjiang in the past 40 years” could be carried out and finished very
quickly. This is a good start for the work concerned with the disaster reduction in the Au-
tonomous Region. Achievements of disaster reduction work in the past 40 years were sum-
marized comprehensively in this book. Meanwhile, distributions and characteristics of dif-
ferent disasters in the autonomous region are described in it . It is very useful for the devel-
opment of social economy of Xinjiang in the future. It is thought to be the first book in
which the work of disaster reduction is summarized in the range of the administrative prov-
inces and autonomous regions and to be worth reading and using for reference at home and
abroad. Therefore, it will play a positive role in promoting the development of activities of
“International Disaster Reduction Decade” in China.

This century, the losses caused by natural disasters in the world are more and more
serious. Under this situation, the United Nations passed a resolution to develop activities
of “International Disaster Reduction Decade” in the world starting from 1990. Up to
now, nearly onc hundred countries have established committees of “International Disaster
Reduction Decade” of national level. The sponsor of the United Nations and the positive
participation of the governments of different nations indicate the same intensive expecta-
tion of disaster reduction, at the same time, enhance and support the activities for disas-
ter reduction through morality and justice. The Chinese government is one of the few coun-
tries which first gave a positive response to the call of the United Nations and the Chinese
committee of “International Disaster Reduction Decade” was founded as early as April
1989. By the leadership and instructions of the State Committee, the governments of dif-
ferent provinces (autonomous regions) and municipalities respectively founded their
own committees of disaster prevention and disaster reduction as well as associations of dis-
aster prevention under province (autonomous regions) and municipalities. All these
made good preparations for the work of disaster reduction in various areas. At present,

scientists in the whole country, concerned with a wide range of disciplines, are actively
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dedicated to the disaster investigation in local areas. The publication of “Disaster Reduc-
tion of Xinjiang in the Past 40 Years” and the practice of disaster reduction are going ahead
of other provinces and autonomous regions. This is a matter worth congratulation. It is be-
lieved that other provinces and municipalities in the country will organize some specialists
to compile such kind of book. After further collection and compilation of materials, Itis
expected to be a historical material of the national disaster reduction work in the past 40
years in China. This is not only valuable data for disaster reduction undertaking in China,
but also a piece of precious property of the whole mankind.

From the viewpoint of science and technology of disaster prevention, the publication
of “Disaster Reduction of Xinjiang in the past 40 years” created available conditions for
developing synthetical disaster prevention science. Any reseach work is based on the inves-
tigation of original data. It is the same with disaster prevention science. Collection and
compilation of historical disaster data are a very important research work, at the same
time, the basic work for developing further studies. The publication of this book,
undoubtly, will play an important role in pushing forward the scientific research on disas-
ter prevention. '

Disaster science was developed formerly on the basis of studying those disasters of dif-
ferent types. Working in this way was necessary because it corresponded to the basic form
of development of scientific research. However, with the further studies of disaster
science, especially to science and technology of disaster prevention, it was found that
disasters of different types have their own close inter—relations and some commom charac-
ters with respect to the policies of disaster prevention. These commom points are summa-
rized below:

1.Natural phenomena of various types which threaten the enviroment of human beings
(simply called disaster phenomena) occur on the surface of the earth on which mankind
lives. Therefore, researchers on various disasters could be promoted and developed in
terms of synthetic researches to the surface system of the earth.

2.0ne natural disaster often induces or is accompanied by other disasters, so that the
effects created by other related disasters should be considered simultaneously when you in-
vestigate one single disaster.

3.The purpose of studying various disasters is to reduce the losses caused by them. For
this purpose, efforts are not only from science and technology circles needed, but also
from the whole society.

4. Consist consistent actions of disaster reduction in the whole society should follow
unified and effective public policies so as to guarantee unity of determinations and actions
and solve the investment problem of disaster prevention as well as handle problems which
are hard to yield benefits in a short period.

5.For those natural disasters with different causes, the steps for disaster reduction and

management system may often be similar, sometimes they are quite same. Many scientists
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have realized these various commom features. They all feel that it is necessary to develop
and enhance synthetic studies with regard to disaster prevention science on the basis of the
present studies of the seperate, isolated single disasters. Another meanning of the synthetic
study is that the disaster prevention science is attributed to a wide range of intersecting sci-
ences, which concerns the natural science, technique science, engineering science and
management science as well as social science. At the same time, it is thought to be, with a
distinct applied feature, a social practice science related to the different departments and
the various aspects of the society. It is emphasized that the major role of the government
must be played for the purpose of disaster reduction, while the positive participation and
extensive cooperation of scientists of various disciplines from different departments are
needed. The successful publication of the “Disaster Reduction of Xinjiang in the past 40
years” has proved this. It is believed that scientists of various nationalities will cooperate
closely further and develop the synthetic studies with respect to disaster prevention by the
guidance and coordination of the government of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region,
based on the work of the “Disaster Reduction of Xinjiang in the past 40 years” , makinga
greater contribution to reducing the losses caused by natural disasters in Xinjiang.

General Secretary of Disaster
Reduction Association of China
Xie Lili
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