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INTRODUCTTION

Earthquake engineering has become an increasingly important branch
of engineering and so it is not surprising that this 2nd U.S. National
Conference has attracted much attention. In response to the Call for
Papers, over 350 abstracts of papers were submitted to the Program
Committee for review. From these abstracts the final program for the
.Conference was selected. Most of the papers were presented orally at
the Conference, but some could not be fitted conveniently into the
daily schedule. These papers nevertheless appear in the Proceedings
because of their importance to the engineering profession.

These Proceedings were published prior to the Conference in the
hope that copies would be available to registrants during the time of
the Conference itself. Thus, it is possible that a few differences may
exist between the program as it appears in these Proceedings and as it
actually occurred.

We would like to thank the many people who assisted in the plans
and preparations for the Conference. Our thanks go to the Steering
Committee members for their advice in the early stages of planning, to
the Program Committee for many hours spent in reviewing both abstracts
and final manuscripts, to the Session Chairpersons for agreeing to serve
in this important role at the Conference, to our colleagues at Stanford
who assisted with many of the arrangements, and to our students who also
helped in numerous ways. Special thanks are due Dr. John A. Blume,
President of EERI, who did a great deal of organizing for the Conference
and kept us from making too many mistakes. We would also like to
acknowledge the invaluable work done by Susan Newman, Administrative
Director for EERI, and Laura Selby and Nancy Goodman, our secretaries
at Stanford. Finally, we would like to recognize the most important
people of all, the 224 authors and coauthors whose papers appear in
these Proceedings.

Haresh C. Shah

James M. Gere

Department of Civil Engineering
Stanford University
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