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The Development of China's Early Childhood
Education in Ten Years and the National Policy

{Abstract)
ZHU MU JU
Background
the reforms undertaken in ten years in China have already
resulted in fundamental changes in all areas. The policy of

reforms and open to the outside werld has enabled people to have
an wider exposure to the western science and technology, social

sciences in all areas and different kinds of schools. On the
other hand, the deeply rooted Chinese cultural tradition has been
either disappearing or developing in the social changes. People

naturally transmit the new concepts resulted from the social
changes to the education of the child, which constitutes a
tendency of the public opinion for the education of the child
from the whole society.

China, being one of the countries signed on the Convention on
the Rights of the Child has promised the duties for the
implementation of the Convention. In order to guarantee the
rights of the child, suit the concepts of the child and
education, the Chinese government has established relative
regulations in the area of early childhood education, which have
modified and develcped the national policy.

This paper is intended to discuss the changes of the early
childhood education of the people and the developments resulted
from the new policies by the government based on the new
concepts. This paper will also discuss the existing problems and
the strategies for the resoclution of the problems.

One. Reconsideration of the rights of the child

It is traditionally acknowledged that children are the
"flowers" and the children of parents, so naturally people are
likely to give more considerations that they weak and naive. It
is strongly emphasized that children should be protected and
cared for. In such context, the rights of the child, being the
persons of the society, are likely to be neglected. We think
children are social persons with independent personalities.
especially at present when the "one child policy"is being
implemented. Therefore, the active measures should be taken. 1in
order to guarantee these rights.



The right of the child is generally understood as the right of

survival. The further understanding at present is that the
children also have the right for education, healthy physical
growth and development. The right for education should not be

regarded as to study in schools, this relates whether the
education can promote effectively the development of each child
on the original basis.

The duck-feeding education, namely the teacher-centred
classroom teaching in the kindergartens has been lasted for quite

a long time. We think, to respect children, first of all we
should respect the development speed of each individual and
recognize the individual difference. We need to consider the

creation of the environment, education contents, methodology and
evaluation from the aspect of guarantee the right for learning.

Who should guarantee the rights of the child and how? It is
likely to have a quite vague and empty feeling with regard to the
responsibilities and contents. At present, the laws and
regulations for the assurance of the rights of the child are
being established in China, and it is going to have a svstematic
development.

Two. The development and changes of National policy

The development of policies should always focus on how to
provide more opportunities of early childhoods education for
children. Because of the constrains of the system, the early
childhoods education of ten vears ago was hardly shout of finance
in China. Starting from the end of 1970s, along with the
economic system reform, the system of ownership in China has
undertaken great changes. This situation greatly enhanced the
motivations and abilities of social communities for the
development of kindergartens which enables the continued
development of early childhoods education in China.

We would like to mention in particular that the development
pclicies encourage the private run kindergartens, which is the
first time in 40 years after the founding of the Pecple's
Republic of China.

It is clearly stated in the development policy that multi-ways
and channels are greatly encouraged to develop early childhood
education in China, which to some extend is a great "shock” to

the years. The "standardization"” is greatly constrained by the
two factors of economic development and population, vyet the
development of children can not be waited for. In recent years,

non-formal education institutions emerged in the areas like
Inner-mongolia, Gansu, Hebei and Yunan, and the lccal education
governments all give strong support to these institutions.

b



the present early childhood education in China, more emphasis
is given to the" comprehensive environments of family, community
and education institutions. The mass media, community education
institution, women’'s federation and workers’ union are being
coordinated at present, in order to strengthen the comprehensive
impact of early childhood education.

The legal system of early childhood education in China is being
strengthened. After the approval by the State Council of China,
the State Education Commission published " The Regulations of
Kindergarten Administration" and "The Working Regulations of
Kindergartens" in 1990.
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