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Guo Xiuhua

Liaocheng is located in the west of Shandong, lying at the foot of the Mount Tai. It is a famous historical
and cultural city on the state level, one of the birthplaces of the Chinese nation. Early in the new stone
age, it has been a habitat for a clan, and a hunting place for Father Chao, and also Ruihao and king Yao
passed away here; Weizi Qi, the cousin of king Zhou of Shang Dynasty was honored here, which was
called " kingdom of Weizi"; it is known as "the remote area of kingdom Qi" in East Zhou. After Qin Dynasty
united the whole country, Liaocheng county was set up with a long history of over 2,200 years up to date.

For more than 5,000 years, forefathers have produced themselves, worked diligently and created splendid
culture with the sweat and intelligence, leaving their descendents many cultural relics and scenic spots.
Now there are more than 400 historical sites and cultural relics, including Iron Tower-a construction of
Song Dynasty, imposing and bold; Guangyue Tower-a construction of Ming Dynasty, with carved beams
and painted rafters, magnificent and splendid; Jingyanggang-the world-famous place where Wu Song, an
ancient hero, beat a tiger to death; the Lion Building, the former site where Xi Menqging was killed by
Wu Song; Haiyuange-one of the four buildings for book storage in Qing Dynasty with plenty of books of
excellent versions; Sheli tower, old and unique in form; Aotouji in linging, the tomb of Cao Zhi in Dong'e,
etc., which are all very prominent.

There are rivers crossing vertically and horizontally in Liaocheng, which is known as a water city in
the north of the Yangtze River. There are 23 rivers, whose drainage areas are over 30 square kilometers,
and 3 with drainage arcas of more than 100 square kilometers. The world-famous Great Jinghang Canal
crosses the city. Dongchang Lake, the largest city lake in the north of China, covers an area of 5 square
kilometers, and it can be favorably compared with Xihu Lake of Hangzhou. In Liaocheng, the drainage
area of rivers and lakes amounts to 13 square kilometers, making up one third of the established parts of
the city. So many rivers and the beautiful lake constitute a unique city pattern-a lake in the city, the city
surrounded by the lake, the combination of the city, the lake and rivers. If they get aboard in Dongchang
Lake, travelers can not only enjoy themselves in the water area, but reach the ancient canal on boat to
appreciate the views on its sides.

Liaocheng has always been the center of politics and economy of the west of Shandong (Luxi). It has
been governed by Jun or Fu (name of local governments of ancient China) since Sui and Tang dynasties.
In the period of Ming and Qing dynasties, the great Jinghang Canal brought the city economic prosperity
for more than 400 years. At that time, the masts stood like forests, the boats were adjacent to each other,
goods on harbors was laid like hills and there were incessant streams of horses and carriage. The unimpeded
transport attracted lots of businessmen from Qinjin, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, and Anhui etc. to make business,
open workshops, establish banks. Shops stood row upon row, workshops spotted like stars in the city and

everything was prosperous. Hence, Liaocheng is honored " the throat of the canal, the armpit of heaven,

a capital in the north of the Yangtze River"



After the founding of china, guided by the policy of protecting historical and cultural relics, the city
government spends large amounts of money improving and restoring many cultural relics, and makes them
show their magnificence again. It has also constructed some humane sites for visit and instruction, such
as Liaocheng cemetery of revolutionary martyrs, Fan Zhuxian Museum, Kong Fansen Museum, ancient
canal park, the lakeshore garden and some natural and ecological visiting gardens like Jiangdi garden,
the scientific and technological garden of Fenghuangyuan, Majiahe amusement park. These historical and
modern sites form delightful contrasts, like a bright pearl shining over the west of Shandong, adding
radiance and beauty to Liaocheng, and provide wonderful places for recreation, appreciation, and the
molding of cultural sentiment.

Liaocheng is a prosperous modern city as well as an ancient cultural city since the reform and opening
up policy was adopted under the leading of the city committee and administrative government, economy
has made great progress, and great changes have taken place in the city appearance and the standard of
living has been improved a lot. Housing and street construction takes on a new look, and water and power
supply, air and heating supply and drainage are becoming complete. Roads throughout the city and the
town radiate in all directions, There is Jiguan highway and Jingjiu railway crossing the city. The convenient
transportation brings opportunities for the development of economy of Liaocheng. With the improvement
of investment environment, merchants both at home and abroad are crowding here to invest and set up
factories. A lot of private enterprises and industrial zone are mushrooming. Liaocheng has taken on a
completely new look and become a civilized, flourishing and modern city, which stands erect in the west
of Shandong province.

In order to make Liaocheng known to the world, and coordinate with the holding of cultural and
traveling festival, the editorial staffs of the book have tried their best to get the materials and carefully
compiled " guide to travel and commerce in Liaocheng, China". The book, with writing materials and
pictures reflecting the new look of scenery spots and enterprises of Liaocheng, reveals the history and
present situation of Liaocheng. With this book, you can know the past and today of the city.

To some extent, this book that is deserved to be a guide to travel and business will accelerate the
development of tourism and economy of Liaocheng.

Due to the limited time and being short of materials, it is not avoidable to make some mistakes. We

will appreciate your good advice.

(The author is vice mayor of liaocheng Municipal Government)
2002.4.9
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DONGCHANG LAKE
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ongchang Lake, called round-the-city lake, was started to be built in the third year

of Xining period of the Song Dynasty in 1070.1t consists of eight lake regions, with a

water area of 5 square kilometers, a little smaller than the West Lake in Hangzhou.
Dongchang Lake is the biggest inner lake of the city in North of theYangtze River. It
occupies the second place in China so far as the water area of a city is concerned.
Dongchang Lake with beautiful scenery has plenty of resources. It is a tourist area with

particularly favourable natural conditions, It is reputed as "West Lake in North China".
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Dragon Soaving (Teng Long) Square
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Dragon Soaring (Teng Long) Square lies in the north of
seashore park,to the aorth of Kong Fansen Museum, to the

west of Liaocheng Trade School,to the east of Dongchang
Lake, to the south of Jinfeng square.

Dragon soaring sculpture on the square is made of two
soaring dragons and clouds base, with the total height of 15.8
meters and the maximum width of 10 meters. Two dragons
take the form of playing with a pearl and adopt the traditional
forms, one ascending and the other descending, soaring in
colorful clouds, The bodies of them are free hyperboloid.
Their heads, claws, feeler, fin and tails are all different,
demonstrating their strength and sense of movement.
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Golden Phoenix (Jinfeng) Square, with an area of 20,000 square meters, is the largest square in
Hubin (Lakeshore) park. The ancient city area of Liaocheng takes the form of a square with every
side 1 kilometer long. According to its form, Liaocheng looks like a phoenix, hence, it is also called
phoenix City (Fenghuang city). Groups of sculptures on the square mainly consist of the sculpture
of two phoenixes, a relief sculpture pillar of hundreds of birds worshipping the phoenix, the. relief
sculpture wall of the legendary phoenix city. The main sculpture of it is the one of "two phoenixes
chirping harmoniously"which is made of non-rust steel materials. The sculpture is made of two
phoenixes and a round pillar, with the total height of 15.8 meters. The two phoenixes form an "S"
with one ascending and the other descending, tender and elegant. The five stone pillars beside the
main sculpture are called hundreds-of-birds-worshipping-the -phoenix pillars, on which there are lucky
designs: "mandarin ducks playing in water"; "cranes dancing in clouds"; "two phoenix carrying ribbons";
"magpie perching on the branches"; and "peacocks opening their tails".
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ANCIENT CANAL NOWADAY
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he famous Jing-Hang Canal is totally 1.700 kilometers.which runs across
Liao Cheng.In the Ming and Qing Dynasty, since the canal was
unblocked. Dongchang Fu had been a rich and populous place. Today. the
district of ancient canal in Liao Cheng. developed and arranged. is awonderful

touring sight.
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