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PREFACE.

The purpose of this publication is to present the official trade statis-

tics of China for the past twenty years in a handy form and in such a

way as will readily assist those who wish to follow China’s recent com-
mercial progress. The information given is, of course, derived from the
Annual Reports of the Chinese Maritime Customs, and it is only in the
matter of the arrangement of the Customs statistics that the volume
undertakes something new. The charts which accompany the tables of
figures should enable those who make use of the volume to obtain at a
glance a general impression of the direction of the trade movements taking
place from year to year.

Printed as an appendix to the tables and figures will be found a com-
plete record of Chinese tariff legislation covering the past ninety years.
Although copies of the various tariff regulations, printed separately in
C'l:i-r:e::se and English, have been issued from time to time, there has pre-
viously been published no complete bilingual record such as is here pre-
sented. In fact, it was only with considerable difficulty that copies were
obtained of some of the schedules now out of print. The Chinese and
English texts have been brought together; where necessary commodities
of a similar kind have been grouped; and an index has been provided for
the convenience of those who may wish to observe tariff treatment accord-
ed in the past to the various items of Chinese import and export trade.

Every care has been taken to ensure the aceuracy of the information
given, and it is accordingly hoped that both students and business men

will find the volume a useful work of reference.

Chang Kia=Ngau

Decombor 1931, Shanghal,
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NOTES ON CHINESE TARIFF HISTORY.

Prior to 1842 China enjoyed full tariff autonomy and complete freedom to levy such customs

duties as she chose, but at the conclusion of the Opium War Great Britain in 1842 by the Treaty of Nan-

king imposed limits on China’s tariff rights, and similar restrictions were provided by the Treaty of

Wanghia with America in 1844 and the Treaty of Whampoa with France in the same year. A uniform
five per cent levy on both imports and exports was imposed, the number of items mentioned in the tariff

schedule being:— import 48, export 61.

Following the defeat of China in the Arrow War in 1858 the tariff was revised, with the osten-
sible object of reducing the levy on articles which, because of the fall in values, had borne a tax in excess
of the originally imposed five per cent. In the new tariff schedule were given 83 import items and 104

export commodities.

With the imposition by the Powers of the Boxer Indemnities in 1900 China was permitted to revise
import duties in 1902 in order to provide better security for the indemnity payments. The average prices
for the three years 1897 to 1899 were taken as the basis for the new tariff, and it was agreed by treaty
that “to compensate for the abolition of likin, of transit dues in lieu of likin, and all other taxation on for-
eign goods, and in consideration of the other reforms provided ” foreign goods on importation should
bear, in addition to the five per cent import duty, a special surtax equivalent to one and a half times the

said duty.

Following the entry of China into the Great War in 1917 the Allied Powers agreed to China's
requests for a tariff revision, and the five per cent duty was fixed on the basis of the average prices in

Shanghai during the years 1912 to 1916.

In accordance with the provisions of the Nine Powers Treaty agreed upon at the Washington
Conference in 1922, an effective five per cent import tariff, based on Shanghai market prices for the six
months from October, 1921 to March, 1922, was agreed upon, and the new tariff came into force in January,
1923.

Further tarifl revisions have been effected in 1928 and in the present year (1931), when the rate
of the levy was increased with the attainment by China of complete tariff autonomy. It is interesting to
note that until 1928 no change in the rate of export duty was made during the whole period of seventy
years from 1858 to 1928, and also that the number of items mentioned in the tariff schedules has now in-
creased to 647 for imports and 270 for export commodities.

Research Department
Bank of China.

A more detailed account of China's Tariff history up to 1923 is given in T.M, LIU'S “Modern Taviff Policies, with

special roference to China” (New York, 1024).
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Conversion Rates for Haikwan Taels into Sterling, U.S. Dollar, and Japanese Yen

(1912-1930)
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Table I. Net Value of China’s Foreign Trade (1912-1930)

B 6 4E Z 4% B =100  Index of 1912 =100

i o bl a] & B A )
EXPORTS IMPORTS TOTAL EXCESS OF IMPORTS

4E R Y EAR

BN i W W Eiikid 3 i I B R kil
Hk. Yaels Index Hk. Taels Index H‘&,lﬁuﬂ! Inr:icx Hk. Y'aels Index

ol | 2 370,520,403 | 100.00 | 473,097,031 843,617,434 | 100.00 | 213,014,753
REA =% 403,305,5461‘ 108.85 | 570,162,557 973,468,103 | 115.39 | 102,576,628
R B = 4% 356,226,629 | 9614 | 569,241,382 925,468,011 | 109.70 | 166,857,011
R m : 418,861,164 | 113.05 | 454,475,719 873,336,883 | 103.52 35,614,555
o} 3 481,797,366 | 130.03 | 516,406,995 998,204,361 | 118.32 34,609,629
RS 462,931,630 549,518,774 1,012,450,404 86,587,144
B W % 485,883,031 554,893,082 1,040,776,113 69,010,051
R R A S | 630,809,411 646,997,681 1,277,807,092 16,188,270
) C 0 i 541,631,300 762,250,230 1,303,881,530 220,618,930
R # 4 601,255,537 906,122,439 1,507,377,976 304,866,902

BB —% 654,891,933 | 176.75 | 945,049,650 1,599,941,583 290,157,717
RE+ =% 752,017,416 | 20321 | 993 402,887 1,676,320,303 170,485,471
RE-+=4% 771,784,468 | 208-30 | 1,018,210,677 1,789,995,145 246,426,209
R -9 4 | 776,352,987 | 20953 | 947,864,944 1,724,217,881 171,512,007
BRI 4 864,204,771 | 233:27 | 1 194 991,953 1,988,516,024 259,026,482

B 48 918,619,662 | 247.93 | 1012,931,624 1,931,651,286 | 228.96 94,293,962
B e 991,354,988 | 267-56 | 1,195,969,271 2,187,324,259 | 259.28 | 204,614,283
R A4 1929 |1,015,687,318 | 27412 1,265,778,821 2,281,466,139 | 270.44 | 250,091,603

RE-- e 1980 | 894,813,504 | 241.5111,300,756,742 2,204,599,336 | 261.33 | 414,912,148
=4 1931
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Chart I. Net Value of China’s Import and Export Trade

(1912—-1930)
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Table 1L

(R B T 4 % + L %) (1912-1930)
H A # B W In Hk. Taels

Distribution of China’s Foreign Trade by Countries

SRR L |
U. S. AL
(including |
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(Groat
Britain

oo

iRl mw | awm | 2@
(ncluding | Ruesia | Ge France India

I

rmany |

Datch Indies,
Slngapore,
Stralf

x b
All others

& i
Total

F o
Hongkong

T

74,856,190 71l 91,016,652 21,282,160 21,120,047]
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