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TRENDS IN MODERN MILITARY
EDUCATION

(Lecture delivered at the Military College)
by General Prui Ts’ung-hsi
Vice-Chicef of the General Staff

Du’ “¢ the past six months, I have been invited repeatedly
by Acting President Chen and Dean Hsu to have a talk with you,
and [ feel greatly enthusiastic over this opportunity to meet yon
all. 0

The subject T propose to take up to-day is: Modern Tendencies

in Army Education. The Military Training Board was established
i

wi % 1988 1In the intervening years since then, this
Sy waicengaged in war. We have been fighting the war
esi"starwe on one hand carrying out war time education on

L ‘x.

‘z&i othagy Our Army is not only inferior. in equipment, but in

~wa\<a.tter of education, it is also badkward, Since . T «assume

dhi‘amlmncurrent capaeity as Minister of the Mllltalv Trzumng Board,

I 4t once realised that my vesponsibilities were extraordinarily
heavy, and I could not but feel a sense of anxiety. I was fully
aware that with our Army kadly equipped and inadequatelystrained
pitehed avamn: AALC I ‘Horn enemy with modern equipment, and
at the "same time with all political, economie, and cultural faei-
lities: not fully dcvaloped, we could not but redouble our: efforts
in the educatlon and training of our troops under the cirenm-
stanees. 3

At the same time, with the lessons learned fromi the progress
of the Second World War, we began to collect extensively all re-
levant material relating to military education, from both our
Allies and the Axis nations, to serve .as rzféerence for our owny
efforts. = In addition, practical condiviops X sfng 1n our own
Army, (a3 well as some of ;my persommt ymwas en the subject,

= X ~
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were also given due consideration in submitting my plans for
for the adoption of the higher authorities.

During the course of the eight vears of the war of resist-
ance, 1 have utilised opportunities afforded by reviews of troops,
inspeetion of varicus war zones and front line forces, and visits to
various military academies, in talking to our officers and men,
as well as the staffs and students of the academies. on the
material and views to which I referred above, in order to enable
theni to understand modern tendenices in military education in
the progressive nations of the world. The saying has ii: “The
may adopt the good points of another people to make good our
defects, and 'to profit by the experiences of another people to
augment our shortcomings. Knowledge exeeeds the bounds of
State considerations. - The good points in military knowledge
and technique exhibited in the course of the current world war,
both by our own. Allies and by our eaemy, the Axis nations,
must all be carefully weighed in the light of thair intrinsic valueg,
and selection made of them to serve as reference in the promo=
tion of our own military educatio-s

_After a long period of tedious struggles the troops of the
Alfijed nations finally won wictory in this war, As I look into
the future of military reconstruction, I feel that the building of
a strong Army must be based on military education. I hlave
aceordingly brought together, and undertaken the necessary revi-
sions in, the contents of the numerous lecturgs, on military edu-
cation T have made in recent years, as well as other relevant
material collected, and compiled therefrom a Handbook on the
Modern Trends in Military Education, to serve as reference maiter
for my colleagues of all ranks, and to be of aid in the promefion .
of military education in this country: Owing to limitations of
time, I am unable to go into the subject fully here today, and I
ean only refer to a few important points.

: We all know that edu-ation is the preparation for war, while
war is the application of education. The quality of the edueatica
of an army will thus determine the strength of its fighting powe:.



This is an immutable truth. The world today is a scientifis
world; modern warfare is scientific warfare. Because of the ap=
- vancement of society and the progress in science, all military
technique iz also continuously being improved: Napoleon said:
“Military steategy changes every ten years.” This might be true
in his time. But human progress is pursuing the ' course of
geometrical, not arithmetical, progression. By a comparison
of the first 5,000 years of world history with the history of
modern seientfic progress in the past three centuries, the extent
of scientific advancement in modern times will be easily gauged.
By a further comparison of the history of scientific dovelopmeml:
during the past three centuries with the technical progress re-
gistered during the last five decades, the extraordinary speed with
which recent technical progress has been advancing will alse be
readily understood.

In Napoleon’s time, military strategy changed once every ten
years. But during the four years of the World War I, military
tactics underwent changes from the battle of flanks to the battle
of fronts, from fighting on horizontal levels to fighting in perpen-
dicular dimensions. In World War II, furthermore, there have
been evolved such strategies as “immersion battles”, “forestry
‘battles”, and “blitzkriegs”. All these evolutions indicate that with
the progress of techmical knowledge, military tactics also advanced,
fully testifying to the real conditions of scientific warfare. The
speed with which changes have been effected is semetimes beyvond
imagination. We may indeed say that changes are effected daily,
effected momentarily.

Because everything undergoes change, we have the new and the
old; the progressive and the backward. New and pregressive things
must win over old and backward one's. The principle necessarily
holds true in military affairs. If the objective of fighting 5 to
win victory, then progress must be sought, and the new and the
progressive must be employed to defeat the old and the backward.

% There are of course certain immutable principles in strategy.»hlﬂi
.the methods and means for the application of such principles
undergo changes constantly an@® more rapidly with' the advent of

e
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smodern times. The ability to adapt ourselves to “changes” n
methods is necessary- for the successful application of the “un-
changing” prineiples.

As an example, let us look into the famous “‘concentrations” in
military history: Napoleons’s concentration, M otke’s concentration,
and keitel’s concentration, all of which were different in the
‘metliods employed. Motke could use railways, but Napoleon could
not; Keitel could use vehicles on mountainous terrain, both Motke
and Napoleon could not. Again, the principles ofo ffensive defense
employed by Weygand and Gamelin were identically the same as
those ‘employed by Joffre and Foch. But Joffre c¢reated the miracle
of the Marne, and Foch aceomplished the victory of the Allies,
whereas Gamelin and Weygand could not save France from her
tragic fate.

L

Implements of warfare are determined by tools of production,
while fighting technique is determined by production technique.
With the scientific progress of military and general technique,
tactics is continuously undergoing changes and improvement.' New
weapons and new fighting branches contiuously pour into’ the
Armies, so that original weapons and branches are either -abandon-
ed or paled into insignificance. From the Prusso-French War
to the current world war, changes in tactics ariging out of
technical progress have been innumerable. Inventions in the fields
of electricity and light, and the use of the steam engine and the
internal combustion engine, have shortened time and space by tens,
hundreds, ‘thousands and tens' of thousands of times. The power
and range of artillery fire have greatly'diminiéhed the effective-
ness of the cavalry. The coordination of trench construction and
artillery pieces have rendered difficult the successful attacks of
light-armed infantrymen. The tank has robbed the small calibre
field pieces of their prowess, The employment of heavy bombs
and parachutists by the Air Force has minimised the value of fort-
resses. The present age is a scientific oné. Modern warfare is
seientific warfare. The whole army has been practically techni-
calised.

We fully realise that we musteadopt the progressive equiptaent

s g



of the Powers, and we must study their mew tactics. Especially
at a time like the present when techrique improves each day,
and military tactics changes each day, we cannot relax in our
efforts, but keep up with the progress of the times. But even
if we possess the newest of equipment ‘and have studied the
newest tactical methods. if we are not in possession of the neces-
sary education that is in keeping with the new equipment and
,niew tacties, then our equipment will not be ‘able to manifest its
its prowess, and the tactics we have studied will only be armehair
strategy. }

In keeping with the evolution and' reformation of technique
and military tactics, we have also a lot to learn from the pro-
gressive countries in the matter of military education. Only by
s0 doing may our technique and tactics be modernised.

We must moreover understand that modern warfare is a full-
scale combat into which is to be thrown the nation’s entire strength.
In what is called total warfare, only military strength will not
win victory. The complete mobilisation of a mnation’s political,
economic and cultural resources will only settle a war. As mili-
tary education is the central theme in military development, its
successful undertaking must be preceded by its close coordination
with the political, economic and cultural policies of the country.

POLITICAL €ONDITIONS

That politics coordinates with military affairs and statesman-
ship is in line with military strategy, is an immutaable principle.
More than 200 years ago, the Chinese strategist Sun Pin said:
“The rule of virtue implies the that there must be agreement
between the Government and the people. The latter will then be
prepared to live and to die with the State, and will not be afraid
of any danger.” A. hundred years ago, Carlowitz also said
“War is the continuation of politics.”” The effects of political
conditions on military education have heweyer, become all the
more marked in recent times.. In Tsarist Russia; all the, people
were treated as slaves, and they had no political consciousness to
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speak of., Tsarist armies eventually met defeat in World War
I. With the Octeber Revelution and Lenin’s ascendancy to pewer,
the political system, military education, and military training were
drastically reformed, and coordination achieved between political
and military policics so that the building of the Red Army was
successfully accomplished. With reference to military reconstrue-
tion in Germany and Japan, though the political organisation in
these two countries were different from that of Russia, never-
theless the achievement of coordination between political and mili-
tary policies was also effected in the same way.

The United States has a population of 127,000,000. Even with
the leadership of the late President Roosevelt, lofty and farsighted
political leader as he was, if the American people had not been
fully imbibed with a proper political consciousness, that country’s
participation in the present war would not have been so ¥moothly
effected. Her Congress might not have approved -the mobili-
sation of such huge i'nanpower and economic resources, and the
despatch of such large numbers of her men of the various Services
to participate in the various battle fronts, and to give such large

~ quantities of material aid to the Allies. The United States is a nation

where freedom is most respected, and where conscription is net
in force. During World War I, her normal Army was only
200,000 strong, but she mobilised a foree of 4,000,000. During
the current world war, her normal Army was also less than
1,000,000, but with the outbreak of the Pacific War, the United
States . mobilised - within the shortest time possible, a force of
11,500,000. Had her political cenditions been inadequats te cope
with the situation, and had eoordination been lacking between her
political and military policies, she could not have achieved the
objective. The principle of the coordination between pelitical and
military policies is thus a most correct one.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

. In speaking of ecomomic conditions, I refer to the technical
standards and the producticn capacity of a nation. The bearing
of economic conditions on military education is very great. Mo-
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