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The 7th “poetry and people — poet award”

Award word

Tomaz Salamun is an extraordinary poet who makes his
poems miraculously come on the stage. His poems convey
his uninhibited soul, his fantastic enthusiasm, and his unruly
temperament. He suffered much pain in his life. He shows
the scars of the soul by his imagination. He pulls the far or
near, the existent or illusory things to the eyes. With the
sensibilities that come from the life experiences of hetero-
geneous composite and widening of mind, he describes the
absurd and crippled world. And his reciprocating thinking
about multiple values gives new insights as well. He pours
all his ideals and talents into his poetry, it is his staring upon
the realities. It is also a dancing above the world, a free
burning of human mental images. Salamun’s poetry im-
ageries always walk in eerily silence, as aerolites that fall
from the sky, pass through the door of mysteries. In addition
to the pain and the struggle, his poetry pervades magic of
time and pleasure of game, twinkles extraordinary adven-
tures. In his mysterious surrealistic poems, the world got un-
expected reveals.
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Dear friends, dear poets and translators.

What do we long for? Why are we here? Why did you,
poets of China, a power with the richest literary tradition on
this planet, now, in the time of.your intense rise as a nation,
think that someone from very far away, from one of the
smallest nations operating in its own language, can even be
noticed and given such an honor?

Your prize gives me shudders, puts me in awe, and
makes me serious, even anxious. It’s such an incredible
responsibility for me, who in one of my first poems mocked
responsibility.

What changed? What turned around in one cycle of
human life? Or did it? | think it didn‘t.

| was a confused, innocent young male, longing to make
in imprint in this world, but mostly longing for freedom. Just
slightly touched by Rimbaud, Du Fu, Sophocles and
Whitman. A slight infection indeed that exploded when a
powerful Slovenian poet Dane Zajc appeared in our seminar,
reading his tortured and wounded poems. A conflagration, a
pillar of fire of our noble old métier that is more destiny than
métier, burned me, seduced me in and defined me. Nothing
since was the same. Poetry feeds our freedom. | needed a
living poet in flesh in front of me with fire in his mouth, eyes
and soul. After that there was only walking, walking forward,
meeting other poets, other lands, other traditions; hearing
and listening, getting lost or almost crushed, getting
wounded and also being supported by luck as it normally
happens in human lives. I'm lost now too. |, as a poet, don't
know what I'm doing (and many poets | know feel the same)



but nevertheless we know we’re doing something sacred.
Something that nurtures the world and cosmos and helps us
as humans. Our writing perseveres with lust and joy, fear
and delight, even if we understand it less and less and even
if we feel like victims of this strong and dangerous beast.
We feel like grateful victims.

And here | am, even if | don’t stand in front of you in
person and am technologically too clumsy to put myself on
video.

Here | am, moved, happy and cheerful. You honored not
only me but also my Slovenian colleagues. This occasion is
one of the peaks for which | have to be grateful in my happy
and beautiful life.

All of us, once touched by poetry, have happy and
beautiful lives and because of this gift everything happens:
good, bad, lofty, 'dreadful, and even tragic. Poetry is exactly
this: it makes things happen, it makes life more free, more
alive. We are the windows of what .-we don't know. We
trust. We're responsible that the windows (we) stay open.
Nobody in the history of the world could ever completely
deny us. We are the most stable and permanent fellows in
history, pure and mysterious, keepers of the fire, friendship
and love. Long live our brotherhood and trust.

Thank you all

Tomaz Salamun
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