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A Pioneer in Depicting the Beauties of

the Stone Forest with a Camera
by Xiao Jingzhi

Vice—President of China Photographic Correspondence College

In Lunan County, about one hundred kilometers from kunming, lies the Stone Forest, a natural wonder
of karst formation on the red—soil highland of Yunnan. For several decades, Yang Chunzhou, an amateur
photographer, has repeatedly visited the Stone Forest, scrutinizing, appreciating and photographing the fantas-
tic-looking rocks and stone pillars which spread over 65, 800 acres. The present Collection of Stone Forest Pho-
tographs by Yang Chunzhou is the fruit of his photographic pursuits over the past decades. Yang Chunzhou,
who is now in his nineties, took up photography as an amateur more than sixty years ago. After his first visit
to the Stone Forest in 1938, he made it a permanent focus of his photographic activities. He used photographs
to express his love for his native land of Yunnan. It can be said for certain that Yang Chunzhou was a pioneer
in photographing the scenic splendors of the Stone Forest in photographic circles of Yunnan.

Fifty—five years ago, when Yang Chunzhou, then the principal of the middle school affiliated with
Yunnan University, visited the wild Stone Forest for the first time as an amateur photographor, he was fasci-
nated by the fantastic forms of the rocks and stone pillars created by nature’ s uncanny craftsmanship. His ad-
miration for the rocks and stone pillars was further enhanced by the folk stories of Ashima and Jinfennuoga.
Ashima, a beautiful girl and an embodiment of courage and true love in a myth of the Sani (a branch of Yi na-
tionality), was born of the Stone Forest. After she died, she turned into a stone figure in the Stone Forest. The
myth of Jinfennuoga, a Sani hero, goes that he tried to drive huge rocks from four mountains to the Nanpang
River with his “mountain— driving whip” in order to bring the flooding of the river under control. But when
the rocks reached Lunan, they came to a standstill, forming the Stone Forest. The peculiarly—shaped rocks
and stone pillars excited Yang Chunzhou’ s imagination which then materialized in the photographs he took.
He was the first person to give names to the impressive stone figures in the Stone Forest, such as 4 Bird Feed-
ing Its Nestling, A Baby Elephant on Top of a Hill, Lotus Peak, Mother Taking Her Little Son to Visit His Gran-
ny, A Strolling Man in Reverie, A Steed of South Heaven and Happy Reunion, etc.

Year in year out, Yang Chunzhou revisited the Stone Forest. Walking through the rocks and stone pillars
with a camera, he was totally absorbed in his search for ideal images created by the charming combination of
light and form. When a vivid object he observed fired his imagination, which in turn added to the vividness of
the object, he knew it could make a good picture. On one visit to the Stone Forest, when he was strolling past
the shady side of a huge stone pillar he was familiar with, he suddenly saw a ray of sunlight coming through its
crevice. The effect of the sunlight created two images out of the stone pillar. In his imagination, he saw a wom-
an carrying a baby on her back, and a soldier wearing a helmet and a cape. “Isn’t it a picture of husband and
wife reuniting happily after years of separation?”he asked himself. This pleasant discovery resulted in a photo-
graph he entitled Happy Reunion. The photograph entitled Mother Taking Her Little Son to Visit His Granny
was taken of two rocks resembling a Yi woman in long skirt and her child both vivified by the sunlight coming
sideways. His inspiration for creating lifelike works of photographic art through personification and anima-
tion of the lifeless rocks in the Stone Forest came from his intuition and way of observing the rocks in terms of
images. In his photographic creation, he has always been sincere in search of the inspiration and the right mo-
ment for a good shot. He filled his works with his sentiments. At last, his persistent photographic pursuits
have produced a rich collection of vivid photographs of the Stone Forest, reflecting his hopes for a better fu-
ture, his love for this land, and his plain style.

“In photographic circles you know me very well, “Yang told me. Indeed, I know him very well in many as-
pects. As an educator, he has students all over the country. As a social activist, he has devoted most of his life
to the development of our country. As an amateur photographer, he has been indissolubly connected with the
Stone Forest for more than half a century. By exploring the Stone Forest he has grasped the essence of nature.
Today, Yang Chunzhou is still assiduous in pursuit of the mystery of photographic art. This indefatigable and
creative spirit is a good example to us. Let me dedicate the above remarks to the present album as a foreword.



A1 T HF A ELIDOR B AL 2 1938
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I Love the Stone Forest
I adore the Stone Forest and never get tired of visiting it again and again. Fifty— five years
ago, when I visited it with a camera for the first time, I was awed by the sculptures fashioned by
Mother Nature. The vast expanse of rocks and stone pillars of a thousand different shapes form
a natural wonder without parallel in the world. Many of the rocks and stone pillars take the
shapes of men. women and children. Many of them resemble lively animals. such as the tiger,

leopard. elephant, horse, and so on. Strolling among them, you feel as if you were in a zoo.
——The photographer’ s jotting
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Yang Chunzhou in the 1930s
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Taking a Broad View in High Spirits
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The Peaks and the Clouds Add Beauty to Each Other
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A Natural Barrier
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In Front of a Huge Crystalline Rock
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A Giant
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Birds Kissing
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A Devout Man
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Yang Chunzhou in the 1940s

Bi& e 1940 Boar Rock
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