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On the Wagon

Every people has its -own special words and expressions tike the
American expréssion “‘on the wagon’’. It ‘means a persan who no
longer drinks whigky, beer or other kinds of alcbholic drinks. The
“wagon’’ is 4 water wagon. In other words;, a drinker has decided
to change from alcohol to water. An Cklahoma (EEREH{TEM)
newspaper wrote about a man who had a history of heavy drinking
on America’s Fourth of July holiday. Said the newspaper. “We
believed that his experience had lifted him onto the water wagon,
but Le was even drunker the next Fourth of July.' o

Why do peeple decide to go on the wagon? Well,iusually be-
cause they are alcoholics (I#idEARIA). They lose control of
themselves when they drink, If they take one alcoholic drink, then
they want to drink another, and another, until ali thought is gone.

Alcoholism (E#HE) is a major social problem in countries
throughout the world. The United States is no exception. Experts
believe that several miltion Americans are alcoholics today. Their
health cate needs, car accidents, reduced job performance and other
prablems cost thousands of millivns ol dollars every year.

In the early 1900s, many Americans joined in a campaign to
make aleohol illegal in the United States. In 1920 an amendment
({&IE %) was added to the Constitution. It made drinking or selling
alcohol a erime. But the new law did not stop people from drinking.
Criminals produced or imported alcohol illegally and sold it almost
everywhere.

After a few years Americans realized the so-called Prohibition
Law (& i) did not work. So in 1933 another constitutional change
was made, cancelling the amendment that made alcohol illegal.



In recent years Americans have taken other steps to - deal. with
the problem of alcohol. One important action has been to iﬂu}ﬁ_se
the punishment for people who drive their automobiles afier d¢ink-
ing alcohol, | Many states now consider this to be a serioys grime.
Another important step has been to explain to childrén and gtudents
the dangers of alcohol. Many schools now offer special programmes
to teach young people about the problem. Doctors have been work-
ing to develop new drugs and ireatment prozrammes to help alco-
holics, Finaily, alcoholics themnselvés are dealing with the problem
of alcoholism. Many of them have *‘gone on the wagon'’ and stopped
drinking. They have joined the Alecholics Anonymous (BEEE E
&) group meeting regularly to discuss their problems and give
each other support. “*Going on the wagon’’ is not the enly way to
conquer alcoholism, but most alcoholles say it iz the best way.
They must glve up alcohol completely so their own body and spizit
can survive. ,

(From VOA: Words and Their Stories)

Exercise for Comprehension

1. When a* person goes ‘‘on the wagon', il means ____ -
A, he has now become a heavy drinker
B. he has turned from drinking whisky to beer
C. he has decided to change from alcohol to water
D. he now takes water with his alcoholic drinks
g, People decide to go on the wagon because N
A. they enjoy having one drink after another )
B. they like the kind of drinks they get on the wagon
C. they are afraid of losing their self-control in drinking again
D. they are alcoholics and can control themselves well
%, In the United States today .
A, alcoholism is not a major social problem
B. there are no more than a million alcoholics
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€. the problem of alcoholism ¢osts thousands of ;nillions of
dollars every year '

D, alecholism has caused a million automobile accidents a year

In the year 1920, Americans .

A, made a new law to legalize drinking -alcohol

B. made it clear in the Constitution that alcohol is illegal

C. passed a new law which successfully stopped people from
drinking - ’ ) .

D. ioined in a campaign to prohibit drinking or selling aleohol

Another law was made In the United States in 1933 to

A, prohibit alcohol - . .

B. cancel the earlier amendment which made alcoho] illegal

C. make it illegal for criminals to sell -alcohol .

D. carry out the 1920 amendment to the Constitution

Americans are now taking steps to solve the problem of alco-

holisin by ) .

A. decreasing the amount of alcohol drunk by drivers

B, teaching young students how te drive safely after drinking
alcohol

C. punishing people more heavily for driving after drinking al-

cohol
D. giving special courses to teach doctors about new drugs and
treatments for alcoholics
Aleoholles themselves ate also trying to solve their problems.
Give two ways they are doing this.
: HBE aRx &)

(For answers sce page 25)
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1) That is what 1 am looking for. SXE%&E?ERQ}EE. (look
for) - ’ : -

2) -What are you afraid of? {[®EigH-Lt {(afraid of)

3) English is the only subject I have a lot of difficulty with,
HERRBIEAHENE—ERE,  (difficully with)

¢) These paper houses are resl, big houses for people to live
in. ZEMEETREABENKRMAFEF, (lve in these houses)

HWEAAEREAE TRIEHR,

1. GBS ANEENES :

5) Cheaper and better ways of generating electricity are always
being looked for. Afil—E¥E FRKEAHBH ARG E AT .

§) In this chapter kinetie theory of molecules wiil be dealt
with, K35 TiEdmit.

2. BEREER M

73 What are you talking about? ﬁ'{f}&fﬁ;&ﬂ—,z?

8) Which job are you fond of? {REEHB L THer

3. fEEBMZERE S

9) 1 want a knife fo sharpen my pencil with. BRE -ENAE
Fh Y .

10) There are meny problems for an engineer to deal with. 3
&1 B TR0 e Ah T,

4. EENG

11} The missiles follow the direction that the radar ‘‘echoes”
come from. FRESIRIRE A “E B E 50005 R RERH 2.

12) The gaseous state is the one whose behaviour is the easiest

4 L]
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AESREHELER, RITEEEHA-RKE, TXERENEE
M X ABER T BEN. B, RERRNESHESTHEXER. &
g —+E¥T&EX%&%@$ET.ﬁ&%#ﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁ
RY AHEXREERE B

— HaFTFEX

TEXHHTRFBESANS: AE+RRLF+HEEAE. REE
WEERE BN, BUES AR EAEES GG ERS. Fli:

1) Cement is @ powder which sets into o hgrd mass after it
has been mixed with waier.

92} A thermometer is gn insirument which is used for measur-
ing temperature.

- 2} An airport is a place at which planes can land and take off.

4) Water is a liguid consisting of two parts of hydrogen and
One part Of OXYVEel.

8} Aluminium is a metal produced from banxite, )

§) A thermometer is an instrument for measuring temtperature.

7y A pentagon is a plene figure with five sides.

£ Glass is a mbstancs with the property of being iransporent.

= BT B

—&&%,TﬁﬁMEXEﬁELE%Emeﬁ%ﬁ&%?ﬁﬁxw
LWAE, BARAEENLT &, FREXEEIUFILRTE
to describe and aceount for. %ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁ—ﬁ%;&

13) The velocity of the liguid flow depends on the diameter
of the pipe it flows through. gﬁﬁ:zﬁ;ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂ&:}:gﬁfﬁzgmg%
HIg S,



1. BFEX+AF/AR/FEARES

1) An acid iz a compound which neutralizes a colution o v
divm hydroxide, Common (or Typical) examples are s;llﬁhuﬂc and
nitric actd, (W) . . ’

2} Giass is a substance which has the property of being trafis-
parent, Therefore, one of its main uses is to make window panes.
(H#)

3) A compass is a device used {o determine geographical direc-
tion. It usually comsists of a magnetic needle or needles horizone
taily mounted or suspended and free to pivot until aligned with
the magnetic field of the earth. (LXEHREHM)

2. LR B

The flash point of oil is the lowest temperature at which the
mixture of oil vapor and air above the sarface of the oil will flash
up if ignited, The fire point is the lowest temperature at which
the surface of the oil will catch fire and burm,

3. B¥

An atom s similay to a blologleal cell or & mieroscopic
model of a.solar system, It is the smallest unit of a chemical eles
metit, coinpused of a central nucleus survounded by elsctrically
charged particles, The word ‘‘atom”” derives from a Greek word
which, in English, means “indivisible’”, but one of the scientific
breakthroughs of the twentleth century was the successful attempt
to split the atom. Splitting atoms produces tnergy, providing us
with aliernate source of power to reduce the demand for expsnsive
and diminishing nhiural sources of energy such as oil and cosl.

ji " Never so happy as when my hands are full,

g ——Galsworthy

REETHCBRTHLREE, BARRE,
LR




“improve” 5 “improve on”
#OE M

“improve" 5 “im’ rove on” fEiFS IR/ ENH @, Hh
FHRMEE B Z BN BR R R E M B8R0 AN REZ
REM. RCITHNARDM LR ERE—- i, HFLILER S,

1. “to improve sth.” AUMARRLE " v HEEHE", WX
/G, “HE", ‘%", B “to make sth. better, to inhance sth.
in value or quality”, ffj#m, :

1) The workers have been holding meetings regularly to discuss
what new methods they can use to improve the quality of their
products. T Af—EEF&FieAGLE T BEXESTRHE.

2} The production situation of this factory has been improved
tremendously since the Third Plenary Session eof the Eleventh
National Congress of the Party. Bpi+—EH=H4SPIEXTT

BRI R
2. “to improve on/upon sth.” 2% “Brlitt- . EHEIHEAE", “W
...... BEfTHRr 2800 Re k¥ ", HD "to produce sth. better than, to

make useful additions er amendments™, 4##1,

3) Do you know who improved on the carburetor system of the
automobile? fraERERH T MEMULBRAL?

4) Tom has never Improved on his first book. HBFEHEHIL &R

R IR,

3. High ™R, “to improve sth,” 5 “to improve on sth."FHFH &
MR B, H%, FREL, “to improve sth.” &35 xfH— B4 4 2 i R0
BRI, £ WA AR TEY: T “to improve on sth.” RifELIE—
Eoph BB R T B — R, SRTAERRE RN
RIS, WL

5) a. They have improved black and white television sets in recent

7



years. AFRHMILET ZOENUN (RREFRIENER
REFTENRD),

b. They have improved on black and white television sets in
recent years. iXJULEER T B A BT T it (WREH
PGSR, A ). ‘I ‘

8) a. Y cannot see any improvement in your writing. FERHR
ESHETRE AR (RERASERAHRTR®E),

b. This essay is a greal improvement on the previous one. iX
RXRLBLARGS T (RREAARIEERELYER.

£, STLREE, £HELE, “improve” FEEEIERREN

MR, i “improve on” FHIER B AR RARXNGEW. L

7) to improve one’s health ez ik B
to improve people’s life HE A RAE
to improve one's style of work B TR ER
to improve one’s oral English WBEEEQE
to improve on a record iR F
to improve on a play Ek R &
to improve on an invention SZaEEN
to improve on a product B sk

—BiEXK, B “improve” My R & M “Improve on”; T “improve
on” W T AR “improve”, HAEBHHAE. Wi, RIIFHH “to
improve on one's health”, {BEfLI¥ “to improve a record", FHEhi,
8) a. You must make a serious effort to improve yoor marks in
school. #RMAT ARG H S80I R HFNARIIERS (marks in
school ST &30,
b. Dick got good marks the first vear, but he thought he could
improve on them. W HE—EHRE TR ETE, HiAYACE
SRR ETHR 5 (marks &2 &EL),
B=, ERTEAE, “w improve sth,” BRIBREMNSRRFRAR
J1: Wi “to improve on sth.” MR INB wmCERES R, #,
9) After the four months’ compulsive training, these students
greatly improved their English in terms of the four skills of

8 L]



- communication. %ﬂﬂ’i‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ:ﬂllﬁ alﬁ&fﬁsﬁﬁanﬁﬁ %
“*ﬁﬁﬁ@#ﬁﬁ?ﬁiﬁﬁg N

10) Though cemputers are capable of learning from their mistakes
and imptoving on their performance, they need detailed instruc-
tions from -human beings in order to be abje te operate. Bt
MHLGER A SRR R EM, MR N, HERER B ANRE
AR,
4, éﬂmmwfﬁﬁxﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ“aﬁ¢&ﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ&

i, MR et SR 8 AT SE W R AT R B A R AR, A,

11) a. His handwriting has improved 4 lot.
b. He has improved his handwriting a lot.

12) a. Your reading is improving.
b. You are improving your reading,.

L #EE, “improve” B{EXEYINAN RRRBOES, BRAEE

B EErEEEARE Y, WREAEEE THERARER"RE

HRHAEN R EHHE. P

13) Just think how you have improved in the short time I have
krown you. {fiB4E, THRAFEMRHRIBREEREIERETERN
#F,

14) She improved, but she remained in the hospital for four weeks.
T EREARRBETEMEY,

= TE S 3R Sl s FE-=Ea
T Science, by itself, cannot supply us \;vith an ethics, It
can show us how i{o achieve a given end, and it may show

us that some ends cannot be achisved.
——Bertlond Russell
MERSTRETRNNERE, HEHSBNEIE-EENN
i Hiks FE, HESINEE AR TERBEN.
it E . B E
Science is the knowledge of consequences, and dependence
of one fact upon another, ’ ——— Hobbes
BEREXTRASRASBY > E8 I HRF08HE,
1)
LI gl ”‘"‘"’s!“F#'

=
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B SA P 4R R —fiE ¥ -——the English language, EPREK
i (AmE) ERRIEE (BrB) 91X 48, LA 7 AmE 3 BrlEik
Iay— k2,
—, BE#l4pth should p4EL 2 .
E-HRREN, Wk, SNEa S, AmEERB NG
should, ERMzHFARME, T BrE MM “should+ V" &4, Hn.
AmE: I suggested that Comrade Wang be put forward as the can.
didate. BB THEERE A

BrE: He advised that a doctor should be sent for. fRIEIVEIEER
.,

AmE: I suggest we set off stralghtaway. BN G 33,

BrE: He ordered that all civilians should be evacuated. Mz
BREER,

.. #hid come 1 go

¥ Zh ¥ come {1 go A G RITHARHLRR FHEAHHE, AmE come
1 go BHIRER AR “to”, T BrE WA and MBF A m R LR, M
iy
AmE: 1l go tell her. ik,

BrE: I had a chance to go and see him. HgAMESEEH,

AmE: She wouldn’'t come visit him. HRE S,

BrE: He'll come and have supper with us. B ERRIT—HIEH
. ’

=, % like 0 as (D

HEREROES, AmE ¥R Dke i, BrE NI as i R as, H,
AmE: It looks like it’s going to rain. FIFHHTH.

B:tE: It looks as if it's going to rain.
AmE: Nobody loves you like I do, baby. BT, h& 4R BXBEMR,
BrE: Nobody loves you as I do, baby,

10
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Why Engineers Should Study
the Humanities

How refevant are the humanities in foday's technical world?
Most engineers would probably aumswer: “Not very’’. When and how
did this attitude develop? ) .

Engineers probably arrived at® this opinion during the aca-
demically intensive years of undergraduate study, From an engineets
ing student’'s viewpoint, required liberal-arts classes® consume valu-
able time that could belter be spent with engineering studies, There-
fore, student engincers tend to devote little elfort to Rumanitics
classes, preferring to instead concentrate on the technical ones. This
minimal contact often feads to an incorrect appraisal® of the rele-
vaney of the humanities in the world today,

What do the humanities offer engineers?

What specific benefits can engineers expect to receive from re-
turning to school and taking humanities classes? What are some
companies doing to help their employecs gain an awareness of@ the
importance of the humanities? And what are some of the ways that
an engineer can, on his or her own, securc at [east an acquaintance
with.the humanities®?

Attempting to lure® the engineer back to school, liberal-arts
colleges usually advertise that a study of the humanities gives an
engineer another way of thinking. For example, in the area of prob-

@ arrive atr F#, @ required 1beral-arts classes: SRR RY
. @ appraisal: ¥y, @ g-in an awareness of: WiREl., ® £9RE
= LR 25 RRSE S S E DA CEHSMERHE? © lure: 1B

EIN

£



fem solving, Instead of arrlving at specific solutions, problems are
often discussed to which there may be no solutions or to which all
solutions are ‘equally cotrrvect.

One's mental view® is expanded from the narrow and specitle
io the broad and gen:s"ral. Also, a knowledge of the humanities
allows one to explere fundamental ideas and concepts, such as where
we as a people have come from, whera we are, and where we may
be going. )

These reasons are certainly all valid, but to enginesrs they may
be too nebulous®. There are, however, a number of distinct benefits
from taking humanities courses that arc directly applicable to to-
day’s workplace.

Fitst, no matter what specific courses you fake, you will find
an improvement in your writing ability. Term papers and esgay ex-
aminations will definitely increase vour skill in written communi-
cations.

Second, you will learn mote about human gersonalities and how
people function from an in-depth study of, for example, Shakes-
peare’s plays than from a dozen company-,sponsored supervisory
training programs. ’

Third, classes in art wiil not only teach you how to look at
paintings and sculptures, they will also increase your overall visuatl
awareness®. Ordinary items that have surrounded you for vears:
but which you have really never before noticed, will suddenty be-
come visible. This increase in perceptiond® will give you new ways
of looking at old problems.

Fourth, a study of history through the eyes of those with to-
tally different backgrounds and beliefs from vour own will im-art

@ mental view: B, & nebulous; M REN. @ £oERE 22,5
IERAR RS L LTERE, ARILAA BN SEBTFNGTFPHEES
HTENMEMASNED R, how people function B4 about BIZEMN
H. @ visual awareness: JgEET), @ perception: FEII,

12 ’
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.
b willingness to see, if not appreclate, everyday sltuations from
more than one point of viewd. This flexibiiity will make you
much more tolerant and much less prone to spap-judgmentsd.

Fifth, a class in philosophy may challenge your fundamental
beliefs but it will also lead you to explore the logical thought
process: the nature of correct thinking and valid reasoning,

Sixth, from literature and music you will gain, respectivety,
capacity to understand the symbolism@ -embedded within famous
novels and to appreclate the mathematical intricacies of great mu-
sical scores@®. This ability will not only inhcrease your personal
enjoyment of literature and music but will also teach you that, by
scratching a little deeper to get below the superficial®, new measn-
ings can be fouitdl in practically afl situatlons.

Seventh, taking humanities classes will help youw to put the
modern, pressure-filled working environment inte proper perspective(d.
When compared with who and what have shaped our civilization,
preserit day to day activities in the workplace, no matter how im-
portant they may appear on the surface, are just barely in the
noise level,

(From Chemical Engineering, Sept. 28, 1987)

® 4B ER: B, SHAFNELE5FRETANANDEREHALS, $E
AR UTF E—RRAENECSHET R ZRIMERARE. @ snap-judg-
ment: ZEHE. @ symbolism: SIEEX, REFHE. @ to appreciate the
mathematical intricacies of great musical scores: T HEERBRBEEEEN
EER A RN (RB7). ERFEREEEEE, #5% capacity, @ the
superficial: #E, @ perspective: Fik, (Fhak3E & i)

13



XESRESFE+
& B K

EEhFERAR, BHTRIR AR EZRERY L RREH,
FTEAAPHXFBROBEE, FAED R R EOZR T LUES
B, )

—. comic “fE AR SEHT, “r%iﬁﬂ’]" WA AR- K EA &
K, BESEARIGMMESE: comical “SFHH”, “HEN, BRARE
3. EmeY. HEP. TENEABARR. Fim

Bob Hope is a comic actor. -

3 - BHE M EBER.

The football player dressed like a chorus girl was comical,

FTREABHPLETHRTERARA S AR RE TR,

Z. credible “FHEER, STTHFEIEL; credulous “B{ZHy”,
AR EERFLURE, SF R BE. F0.

It seems hardly credible that your son has srown so tall in
one year,

RILTE-FERRRLEX 28, LIPS ATBMEE,

She was so credulous that the other children could fool her
easily.

WX AR, Be/NETRE SRR,

=. economic “ZRFM”, #EY “Fie” FHEH Y% economical
“EFHT, SUEANTRDL.. P

Changes in the economic basis require a corresponding change
in the superstructure,

SHERKISCEER L EE R E AR,

It is more economical and healthful to live in the countryside
than in town.

B 5 TR TSR T 28 Tk,

[, historic “THREFENA"; historical “Fidify)” (5 HERE"E
) ROFRBTEN, Flm

14 '



