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Red Army Men Dear
to the Yi People”

Aerbmubsia

In March 1934, we Yis! and the poor Han people
in Yuehhsi County, unable to stand the cruel rule
and exploitation of the reactionary Kuomintang
government and army?, rose simultancously in the
three districts of Haitang, Wangchiatang and Paoan.
Four thousand strong®, we wiped out* three com-
panies of Kuomintang troops and for three days
surrounded the county town., Soon after we had
broken into the town®, however, the enemy sent up$
reinforcements from Hsichang. We suffered a
setback and had to retreat to the forest on a moun-

tain in the eastern part of the county, where we
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lived the hard life of hunters for a year?.

By May?® 1935, it was rumoured that the Red
Army was coming®. Some said the Red Army
would have it out with the Kuomintang and the
landlords'®, and help the poor'l; but others described
the Red Army as man-killers and arsonists’®. Were
there actually troops who fought the Kuomintang
on behalf of the poor*? We had nto way of know-
ing!4. Finally we decided to send three men to
investigate.

When the men returned they reported that the
Kuomintang troops had withdrawn from the town,
the rich families had moved away and it was true
that the Red Army was coming. Local Kuomintang

officials were endeavouring to coerce the people
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into moving's, saying that the Red Army and Com-
munists would “communize everything”'¢ and
forbidding them to ask questions about the Red
Army. Not knowing the facts!’, some people had
moved away too.

After all'®, what did we know about the Red
Army? We could only make guesses'®. One thing
we did know, and that was that the Red Army
fought the Kuomintang?®. If not, why should those
brutes and murderers fly in such a hurry?? As
for? *communizing property”, we who had nothing
were not afraid of that. Besides, after a year in
the forest we’'d had enough of living like savages??
and préferred to help the Red Army fight the Kuo-
mintang so as to get our own back*., So we left
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the mountain and returned to the county town.

Yuehhsi was a shambles. The houses of those

who had opposed the Kuomintang and landlords

¥

had been destroyed. The troops had looted the
town before they fled. Many a house was gutted?®s,
its door gaping®. The deserted streets were strewn
with the debris of tiles, planks, straw and rags.
Those lucky enough to have so far escaped disaster?’
were hiding behind their bolted doors and closed
windows.

One morning, we were asking in a shop for
news of the Red Army when from the distance we
heard the thud of hoofs?8. Peeping out, we saw five
horses coming?. On each rode a spirited young-
ster’® in a black tunic, ah octagonal visored cap
studded with a red star, and straw sandals. Each
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had a rifle slung across his shoulder’ and a
cartridge-belt around his waist.

As soon as they saw us, they alighted,

“Friends,” they said, all smiles®?, walking
towards us, “you’ve had a hard time.”

We hesitated at first but then, seeing how
friendly they were33, we went over to meet them.

“Don’t be afraid, folk,” they said. ‘‘We're
Red Army men out to destroy the KMT diehards34
for the sake of3% the people of all our different
nationalities.”

“The Red Army!” we exclaimed, and at once
surrounded the five smiling Red Army men. Hand
grasping hand3%, we scrutinized each other, they
looking at our woollzn cloaks and hair knotted
upon our heads and we staring at the red stars on
their caps?’.

“We heard that you folk here, especially our

31. MAR LR, 32. EAME. EUNGEEEH all tears (BIHT),
all cars (PERREANT) %, 33, REMMMNSLEE. AESNEREEER
R 34, BUNKER#EER, ZPBHAEEEEE SHREY men,
out to do something: —.LE/EH, 35 AT. 36. FHEFE. B
FEWL I 4 T HE 26, 37. NERRNMFEHERNEEL L
%, BNBARGNETLNOE, XARIHRRE +BRESRESR BRAH
M, HORE,



Yi brothers, were cruelly oppressed by the KMT
diehards. The enemy before they fled must have
tried to frighten you by spreading rumours®®. We
hope you’ll go about3® your business as usual. Our
troops will be putting up here for a few days*® and
we guarantee you won’t suffer any loss.”

Smiling, they shook hands with us, and escorted
by a crowd which had gathered at the news went
on to visit different families in the town?l,

Gradually the shops in the streets opened. The
news of the arrival of the Red Army men was
passed from mouth to mouth4?,

In the afternoon, to the accompaniment of
stirring battle songs®?, a Red Army detachment
marched into the town. People lined the streets,
clapping and staring. All the Red fighters looked
fresh and vigorous, smiling and waving greetings*
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as they marched. When they reached the entrance
of the drum tower they sat down to rest and at once
were surrounded by a curious crowd. Some fighters
started chatting with us®; others picked up*
children and fondled them. When the crowd
gathered round us was many rows deep?’, a fighter
with a Mauser hanging from his belt mounted the
steps to address the gatheringe.
“Fellow-countrymen*®! We are the Chinese
Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army led by the
Chinese Communist Party. We used to be poor
folk like you®S, ground down bys' the reactionary
officials, landlords and capitalists. When we couldn’t
stand it any longers? we joined the Red Army.
Unless we overthrew the Kuomintang reactionaries
and liberate the whole of China, nobody will live
in peace and happiness. Now the Japanese im-

perialists are invading our country and the Chiang

45. MBMIPREFE, X chatiing BEHEFH MERIE. 46 AR, 47 B
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Kai-shek government refuses to resist them. To
save the nation, we are going north to fight the
Japanese. We welcome our brothers from all na-
tionalities who love our motherland to join the
Red Armys3.”

The crowd stirred. The terms “Join the
Army!” “Fight the reactionaries!” and “Fight the
Japanese imperialists!” were new to them.

I felt very excited on henring®4 they had really
come to fight the Kuomintang. I was tempted to
join themss, but on second thoughtss® 1 decided to
wait a little longer before making up my mind.

“Look! The Red Army is opening the prison.
Hurry!” :

People began to run towards the county yamen,
shouting. Iraced there too. The place was already
crowded to overflowing®”. In the hall and in the
courtyard before the prison burned fires on which
the fighters, their faces flushed from the blaze, were

53. BN EENEERSESME F, XE our brothers 7 to join the Red -
Army £ welcome BE-SEIE. from all nationalities #1 who love our
motherland 3B brothers, 54. —BpE. ZHEMRA on FEHEZR
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throwing bundles of KMT official documentsss,
We watched delightedly amid joyful shouts of
“Long live the Red Army!”

Hoisting a tremendous log, a team of stalwart
Red Army men went up to the tall, grim iron gate of
the prison. They straddled in front of it, raising
their battering-ram. Then one of them shouted:
“Ready —go39"”

Bang! The log battered the gate, which fell
with a crash®® to the ground. _

Tense with excitement®!, I pushed my way
through the crowd towards the prisont?. It was
fearfully dark inside. From the gloom came the
clanking of chains ard a revolting stomach-turning
stench. The Red fighters strode in undeterred with
torches and hammers, calling out as they entered:

“Fellow-countrymen, you've been through hell®3!
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We're the Red Army, come to save you.”

I followed them in. What a heart-rending
sight it wast Emaciated, with long dishevelled
hair, the prisoners lay stark naked® or at bests® with
a piece of rag around their loins in puddles of mud,
excrement and foul water. They were chained
with heavy handcuffs and fetters. The Red fighters
carefully knocked off their chains and carried them
out into the fresh air., Many of us helped and to-
gether we brought out about two hundred. They
were all our Yi brothers. Some of thern had been
in prison for as much as a dozen yearss’. There
were also many who had been cruelly done to
death®®. And what were their “crimes”? Failyre®
to carry out the Kuomintang policy of “pitting the
Yis against the Yis’"%; refusal i;o kill their brothers
from other tribes or to provide young girls for the
Kuomintang officials according to “regulations”; or

inability to pay the endless exorbitant taxes.
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The harrowing sight of the survivors as well
as news of those tortured to death’ evoked storms
of weeping and wailing from their relatives who
were present. The families of the dead caught hold
0f’? the Red Army men, begging them to avenge
their loved ones’. The Red fighters, with tears in
their own eyes,'assured them, “Fellow-country-
men, we shall remember your trust and wipe out
the savage Kuomintang to avenge all who have
suffered at their hands™.”

Carried away by’ furious indignation I cried
impulsively: “T’ll join you to fight the Kuomin-
tang!”

The oppressive atmosphere was rent by my
sudden cry’s. Then many of them followed my
example. “I’ll join in too to fight the Kuomintang!”
was the cry. \

The Red 'Army fighters clapped to welcome us
and said that we could register presently.

Just then, along came many soldiers carrying
medicine cases, food, garments and bolts of cloth,
and baskets filled with silver dollars, ingots and
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coppers. Full of gratitude’ the crowd watched
while the Red Army men helped the released
‘prisoners to put on the clothes, and gave them food.
A bolt of cloth and a dozen silver ingots were also
given each’, Then they dressed the wounds of
those who were injured.

“Dear fellow-countrymen!” the soldier with
the Mauser spoke up’ again. He had a broad fatie,
dark, bushy eyebrows, and a pleasant way of speak-
ingd®. “All these things were squeezed from the
labouring people by reactionary Kuomintang
officials and landlords; we’re distributing them to
you now to help you get over your dificulties’! and
develop production. Tomorrow we're going to
open the granary. We hope you'll come with bags,
and tell those who aren’t here today to come as
well®2.  You grew that grain yourselves, it’s only
right you should have it53”
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Shouts of joy greeted this speech8t. “Thanks
to the Red ‘Army®s!” “Long live the Red Army!”

Subsequently, 1 discovered that the speaker
was Political Instructor Liu Chih-chun. He led us
to company headquarters and fetched a man of
medium height?®s,

“These three comrades will be in your squad,”
he said pointing to three of us. “Take good care
of them, they are Yi comrades.” To us he said,
“Don’t be afraid. It'll be like in your home?’.” And
pointing at the squad leader, he added, “This is
Comrade Ho Hsiang-jung, your squad leader.”
Then he walked away with the other new
volunteers.

Three days later, the troops set outs8, The
whole town turned out to see us off%?, bringing
gifts of pigs’ heads, whole sheep, beef and wine
which they pressed us to accept. The troops
decIine:I repeatedly, saying: ‘“We have to fight
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battles on our way, so we can’t take all these things.”
But more people came with presents. Tears of
gratitude in their eyes® they stood on both sides
of the road, mostly old men and ‘women”. holding
cups of wine.

“The Red Army’s done so many good things
for us during your few days here®?,” they said.
“Yet now you won’t drink even a mouthful of wine,
How can you refuse?”

Finally our commander ordered us to sip a
mouthful of wine each% before leaving.

Now another crowd of men carrying swords,
spears and sticks came and demanded to join us.
We only recruited four hundred vigorous young-
sters and tried to persuade the others to go back.
But when we started for Haitang, many of them still
followed us.

Two days later, while approaching Haitang, we
were informed® that the people there had injtercept-

ed and surrounded the fleeing Kuomintang county
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head and a few heads of the Kuomintang Party
branch at Yuehhsi, together with two companies
of the security force®s. They’ were waiting for
us to go and wipe them out,

When we reached Haitang, we saw everywhere
our Yi brothers, armed with whatever weapons
they had®, waving their cloaks in welcome®®. Shots
were raining down thick and fast®, for the enemy
entrenched behind earthen walls and fortifications
were putting up a stubborn resistance'®®. Just in
timel® I noticed @ Kuomintang soldier aiming at
our squad leader!®? as he reloaded his rifle. 1 raised
my gun and fired. The enemy dropped dead!®’
behind the wall. Startled by the report behind
him!'®¢, the squad leader looked back at me and im-
mediately understood. Without saying a word, he
smiled at me and quickly charged forward with the

others. The county head and four Kuomintang
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