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Boutique Babies
“WTi” KB IL?

& “Egg Donor’ Needed. US$50,000 Incentive™
This is a sample heading” from one of the ads that
has begun to appear at fvy League schools " such
as Yale and Harvard. Although egg donation? is not
news, those intending to purchase human eggs have

now gone beyond reguesting a certain eve color to
demanding Ivy League degrees.” These potential

buyers believe that raising the standard of their cri-
teria will bring them a better baby. But does this
ambition® to purchase a genetic advantage for their
children make them bad parents?

Couples who place these ads assume that if a
young woman attends an Ivy League school, then
she will likely pass on her academic ability to her

™

‘RIEEINE. MSSAER.”
g &6irdE, BEFERY
NAEREERARRNRER. W
ey, ARMTA
RARAAHBE, BERFHLE
HEMKHE, EMNRENEL
HEE (EE) BEEEHRARDN
XK XEBENLTRE 251
EFRGOITHE. TRIEEBRENR
JL, AR AR TEXBEERS
HEE, EELXEREERTR
RN

TISXMPF &R EIAL. B
BREEEERNLLE, REUER
HEFA LNREREERER.

1. incentive [in'sentiv] n Wi, s, ZHL

2. donatien [deu'neif(a)n] r. JEMH, B3

3. ambition [2em'bifan] n B0, AL

I 4l H. fF (il LED) fr@
Mo EEEYSE (B ERFEILS

.k EEMITEE "8 WHT AHAAE A request fiidemand,

H e -,

R0 . FRE L AT S0 AR

Gt ETF B, BRT

L

1
it Js

.0 ;\')o




< I +
sr£1 8
PTyiiowd

NS N
B ue

\§- H
Wi

RS SIS ISt

offspring*. This assumption disregards many other
factors such as the genetic contribution of the sperm /
and the determining forces of our environment, Our
lives are influenced, but not predetermined, by our
genes.,

One danger of ordering babies like televisions
15 that parents may have unreasonable® expectations
of their child. If the child doesn’t turn out the way
the parents envisioned, how will he or she be
treated? Good parents accept their children for who-
ever they happen to be — not just for attending
Yale.

Practice on the Spot

Classmates Frank and Lillian ineet on the Harvard

Campus.
F: Hi, Lillian. Cramming for your midierms? "

L: Actually, I'm pondering® this ridiculous’ ad that’s
offering US$50,000 for my vy League eggs.
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F: Oh yes, my wife told me about that. She was won-  #2. ¥, BWRAKWT, HE
dering if there was something deficient® with her RS E S THIEE.
eggs as she only graduated from the University REANHREIL B EE
of Toronto. 1 8

L: That’s why it’s so ridiculous! They are assuming . PRl g B
that just because I attend Harvard my eggs will ENARBNELTIGH
likewise® develop into Harvard grads. RE, BRMARMNERE

EERAERENREA
MR,

F: You have to admit that parents have always #2X%& {RAHEFIA, B FHEB

wanted to give their children every advantage. BEBECHBETHRAN
TR,

L: Bo, it’s OK for a parent to tty and gain a genetic FE. B4, ANBEETREEE
advantage for his or her offspring? ik

F: You're right, thats excessive.’ I favor ¥ nur-  $X%. RGN, XHHAEH
ture' in the ngiure-aurture * tssue, It’s hard to T.ZXE5ERBXEL &F
conceive that Harvard genes are a substitute for tiaFEE. BAEBHERE
a supportive houschold that values and encour- iR ae:obr. 45 P J R FDR:H
ages education. REBENBETHRRRAEE,

L: Agreed. If psychologists * can teach pigeons ¥ . REE. CEERIBITW
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to play ping-pong, then how much greater the BB FITEER, 118
effect of murture must be for people. EERFENEWRTAR
ZEE,
F: I take it you won’t be considering the offer? BER. BRRASEEBINE,
L: No, I'm afraid I don’t quite megsure up. #HiE A<, DHABEETAFARE
b : 1
F: But you scored 1400 on your §47s!/ BEE. HAZEAKEYNRERFR
=X T 140090
L: Yes, but they want a donor who is 177cm tall. I'm FiiE . 28y, B8N
only 174cm. EGmEIT720, MRR
174040,

I .measure up: &, F4brifE
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How Does the Sound of the
Ocean Get Inside a Seashell?

BINEH “Wrig” ?

® Many people have held seashells up to their
cars and marveled® al the sound of ocean waves
captured’ within the shell. According to popular
belief, anyone who holds a big, spiral conch shell’
to his ear will be treated® to one of nature’s
“recordings.”

A similar effect can be experienced by using an
empty glass, or even by cupping ? one’s hand over
one’s ear, The popular explanation for this phenom-
enon is that the sound of blood rushing through the
ear's blood vessels ™ echoes ingide the cup. If this
theory were true, the sound of the echo would be
louder after one exercises — which it isn’t,
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. capture  [kapt]a] vi. {8, WK
. treat [tri:t] v. Eif, 8f%. %5
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Some people think that the sound is caused by
air flowing through the shell. However, experiments
in soundproof’ rooms, which contain plenty of air,
have shown that no sounds come from inside the
shell. In fact, the answer is quite simple and can be
summed up? in two words: ambient® noise.

We are constanily surrounded® by noise, most
of which is not audible until we hold something like
a seashell close to our ears. The sound waves” col-
lected from the larger area arcund us echo inside the
shell, so we hear these ambient sounds more loudly,
though in a mixed up form.

The noise in a shell increases along with the
level of ambient noise in the surrounding area. The
“ogcean” is much louder in a noisy room where a
multitude’ of sounds bounce® around and blend?
together inside the shell. The noise level also de-
pends on the angle and distance of the shell from
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Il .sound wave; JHiE

L]

“"I ~THER] B X=









—
=]

BB BRYT R

Why Do Eggs Stand on End on
the Day of Dragon Boat
Festival?

¥t AN Ay A BB AL BRI 7

W Rragon Boat Festival is almost upon us.’ The
boats are ready, the zongzi are fresh, and children
are getting ready to stand eggs on end. ¥ According
to traditional Chinese beliefs, this “egg-citing " "
balancing act brings luck and can be done only once
a year — at noon on the day of Dragon Boat Festival.

Interestingly, Chinese aren’t the only ones who

- think there is a unique! day of the year when eggs
“find their legs®.” Many Westerners also believe
that this is only possible on a certain day. Western
eggs, however, apparently stand tall only on the
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