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PREFACE.

The CHINESE SPEAKER has been out of print for many years.
There have been requests for it continuously, but the matter has been
held in abeyance fearing that the demand for a new edition would not
cover the initial expense of republication. The times, too, have not been
propitious to a new adventure. The unsettled conditions of national life,
and the decrease in the number of new men sent front abroad to China,
have combined to make the publication of a new book a matter of
hesitancy, But a special request for some copies eame in recently, and,
to cut a long story short, a new edition was then decided on,

Since the issue of the first edition, there have been changes in the
language, calling for the addition of new words and phrases. It seemed
advisable, therefore, to insert as many fresh terms as possible; so much
of the old matter has heen eliminated in favour of passages that were
maore prolific in these new terms. Thesze, it is hoped, will add greatly to
the usefulness of the new edition, and, in fact, make it worth while for
those who already have the first edition, to get this, also. The name of
the NEW CHINESE SPEAKER is amply justified by the introduction of
the new material.

The piece, In the Beginning was the Word, had better be left to the
last by beginners. There are many obscure terms in it and they will
always remain obscure. But it is well to become acquainted with them,
as they have a large place in Chinese philosophy, though they are not
easily translatable.

In the translation the attempt has been made te bring out the mean-
ings of each word, Sometimes, a8 more free translation has been made;
sometimes, a more literal translation; consequently the translation may
occasionally appear stiff. But it is hoped that the meaning is clear
in every case. Certain alterations have been made after the pages have
been printed, and these have been noted.

Should any new term not Le found in the Vocabulary, the dictionary,
NEW TERMS, should be consulted.

It will be noticed that the lines follow the order of left to right rather
than the old Chinese way of right fo left. Possibly this may be better,
considering that the English faces the Chinese. But those who have been
aceustomed to the old order may find the new order a little confusing.
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CHAPTER I

NEW MATERIAL
1. THE CHURCH OF THE PENTECOSTAL AGE

After Jesus was crucified, hiz disciples, for a time, were overcome
by sorrow, loss of hope and fear. There were some who followed afar
off : some were scattered to the four quarters and some ceased to publicly
confess the Jesus whom they used once to$evere, and so they departed
from Jerusalem and returned to Galilec and began to start anew their '
old occupations. -

At this time the state of their minds was much like that which our
Chinese church has experienced these past years. The minds of the
majority of believers have been full of terror and hopelessness. From
the time of the springing up of anti-church propaganda, the zeal of some
has grown cold; the work of some has ceased; and others there are who
openly announce they have left the church to return to the state
they were in before they believed on the Lord. A cloud of affliction
has enveloped the greater part of the church.

Nevertheless this, affer all, was only a temporary pressure. The
hearts, that had painfully and anxiously fixed their faith on Jesus, had
not at all changed; deep love for Jesus sprang up again freely. They
then realized that His Spirit was not dead and that his work still remained.
Moreover they were under deep conviction of great responsibility carried
by each and all of them for continuing the work of Jesus, which they
could not throw off. Thereupon they made up their minds to risk danger,
and to return to Jerusalem from Galilee. At that time the wave
of opposition to Jesus had not receded. The Pharisees and others still
showed an attitude of opposition to Him and his helpers. But the
disciples mad already made up their minds to continue the work of Jesus:
and proclaim His resurrection. Moreover, such a proclamation had
necessarily to be inaugurated from the Jewish centre. They therefore
plucked up courage and returned to Jerusalem.

This is the condition as recorded in the first chapter of the book
of Acts.

When they arrived at Jerusalem, but before they had actively
llegun the campaign, they held several “Retreats” for the purpose of
laying in supplies of spiritual power. There were already 120 disciples
who foregathered in one place and who discussed, prayed and inter-
changed opinions: they planned methods in preparation for the going
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THE NEW CHINESE SPEAKER b

forth of the whole group. The Holy Spirit descended in great power,
like wind, like rain, like fire and immensely added to their courage.

. 'The whole body mobilised to bear witness for Jesus. This is the
first chapter in the eclassic and brilliant history of Christianity.

When examining the church of the first century, we cannot help
being pricked in mind and we long to do something. There are many
churches today which make a special point of remembering that old
event of the descent of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost. Would that the
church of today had also the religious experience of the ancient church
and that the universal propagation of religion amongst all mankind could
be brought about by a few common people !

If the church of today is compared with the church of the early
ages, we are bound to feel that there is something in the present day,
which is not equal to the past, thus leading to self-reproof. For in
spite of our religious enthusiasm and our resclution to die rather than
give up, there is still something about us not equal to the first few
Galilean fishermen and the officer at the receipt of Customs, which ought
to cause us the greatest shame.

If we compare the conditions of the early church with the condi-
tions of the church of today, and mutually put one in the light of the
other, we may find within a few lessons.

The church today has received every kind of blessing. It has many
advantages which the early church did not possess. Hence our achieve-
ments should be far greater than those of former ages. If this is not
so, we have very greatly neglected all the manifold blesgings and
advantages which God has bestowed on us.

True, the Church is a supernatural communion and is not dependent
wholly on perfection of organization and outward greatness. If it has
lost its spiritnality, even though it is completely equipped and its
organization is perfect in every respect, yet it will not only be unequal
_to the exhibition of the power of religion, but may, on the contrary,
be a hindrance to religion. This is our great reason for advocating an
investigation into the causes of the vitality of the early church. And if
we ohgerve the result, we find that the church of the first century possessed
the following particular points to which we cannot fail to pay special
attention.

1. The church of the early age was a plain and simple church.
The church at its first establishment was adorned with simplicity:
everything as yet was in the “thatched roof” stage: there were none of
what is called elaborate decorations, magnificent buildings, intricate
discussions and the long accumulation of tradition. Most of the dis-
ciples of that time were believers in the Jewish cult: although they had
turned to Jesus, yet they had not separated their connection from the
old Jewish cult, They still went every Sabbath to the synagogue of
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THE NEW CHINESE SPEAKER ki

the Jews to worship God, and there was no great difference between
them and the Jews generally.

. .It was only during their leisure from public duties that believers
in Jesus, of like sympathies, met in Christian homes: they assembled
together those of like desire, organized followships, prayed together
and mutually encouraged each other. It was really a small group of
communists. Hence the record of them in Scripture is very much of
the nature of a “hand and foot” brotherhood, a father-and-son fellowship.

When the fellow believers in Jerusalem met with a lean and hard
year, believers in other parts would then contribute for their relief.

This plain and simple church, compared with our modern church,
was truly very much less sophisticated. Yet within this simple religious
life there are not a few things from which we may learn. They regarded
family worship as being most certainly an occasion for applying religious
education. Underneath one religious banner they were able to put into
practice the important and fundamental truth of the love of God and
the love of man.

9. The Church of the early age was a church of buoyancy and
freshness. The first Christians had the thought and energy of youth and
were rich in creative and progressive power: their spirit was aggressive,
their work courageous and their purpose determined. Such power and
irrestible encrgy overcama every difficulty and danger. Our church
today in many things cannct avoid deep depression and is w‘ithout a bit
of vitality: it is just like a man about to be put into a coffin, This spirit
of depression is the greatest danger of the church today. If our church
gets to the stage of ‘rusty old curios’ and ‘thin long unsteady bamboos,’
ignorant of things to be done, only just able to “be a priest for the day
and ring the bell for a day,” neglectful of duty and not seeking to make
progress, such a church has already buried its talent and has not got the
essentials of continuance, . )

3. The early church was a Triple Alliance church. In Acts 2. 47,
it is said, “The Lord added to them daily guch as should be saved.”
‘Hence it may be seen that the church of the time, a very little time,
not more than a year or two, after the death of Jesus, wore already an
aspect of manifold liveliness, and very many people were influenced by
the disciples and entered their community.
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The writer of the Acts from a eareful investigation recognised
that “the Lord was adding to them daily those that were heing saved.”
This investigation of his, included the idea of the triple alliance, viz., the
Lord, as one party: man, as one party: the disciples as one pariy,
Whenever this triple facet was able to act in unigson as one, there were,
without doubt, results effective beyond the reach of imagination. There
is not the slightest difference between the secret of success in ancient and
modern time,

If we, on the one hand, have a firm union with God, and, on the
other hand, cherish a resolution for the salvation of men, then we may
bring zbout again, in our own day, the copious events of Pentecost. Pity
it is that our greatest failing is we are not able to get this triple alliance.
It is not becauze we have no true love for men, rather is it because we
have not made a true compact with God.

As to our acquaintance with God, a lack of contact is inescapable,
just like having leather between our scratching and ifching! It is shallow
and easily stops: bésides there is no solid apprehension of the connection
hetween the Divine and human. Our prayers are not single nor per-
severing: our silent meditation has no bloom nor taste. Our fellowship
with God is no more than the singing of a hymn to a high-sounding tune:
there is a lack of reality. So the spiritual life of each of us is exception-
ally parched and sterile: the work of preaching sees few results. The
cause of the acquired strength in the early church was not due fo the
perfection of talents amongst them, the abundance of money or to
consummate organization and a big reputation.

What are universally recognised now as mnecessary elements in
successful achievement were hardly possessed by any one of them.
Nevertheless they realized exceptional success. Is this not most sur-
prising?

The secret of their success lay in this spiritual Triple Alliance.
On the one hand, was secret intercourse with God: on the other hand,
there was the salvation of man dominating the mind: and also a recognition
of personal responsibility. With this environment could the Holy Spirit
help descending? Could He help filling their hearts? And could they help
influencing the people that heard them, like a knife piercing the heart?
Supposing we were also thus, spirit, men, self in a triple alliance, we should
inevitably see recurring in our day the splendid results of the first
Pentecost.

4. The early church was a church that knew the practice of
vnity. The group of disciples of that time was weak and the business
simple. Moreover because their views of religion were exceptionally
correct, their life consequently had many points of distinetion,
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They genuinely believed the teaching of Jesus and practised it with
the whole mind. 8o in spesking to any one, they were able to do so’
unrestrainedly and words flowed apace: even before magistrates, they
were able to reply freely, without anxiety or fear. Their mutual treat-
ment of each other was like that of men of the same family: they practised
the art of brotherhood consummately. They exhibited the teachings of
Jesus in the life of the common day.

Amongst them were people of every class: there were nobles:
there were the common people: there were poor: there were rich: every
kind and shade was under the influence of the new faith, TIf there were
poor brethren amongst them, the rich would help; and this was carried
so far that men sold their own possessions for public use, like Barnabas,
for example.

The disciples personally selected by Jesus were men of no particular
note. Yet, Peter, Paul and such became natural.leaders amongst them.

Such a tested religion and such brotherly love may well be an
exemplar of all the ages. Pity it is the disciples of the present age are
not able to adopt this high purpose and really put it into practice.
Religion and life lack a living connection. A man in church may make a
great oration on his doctrine of altruism, sing with a loud voice a hymn
about saving men. But when he is out of the church and returns to his
factory, his place of business, his home, his community, he becomes
another man. The profiteer still has his mind full of money-making
anxieties: the mercenary still probes every way in selfishness. Religion
has no hold on his Hfe and does not enter into its various parts.
Fach is severed from the other, unconcernedly apathetic. It may be that
we moderners have a deeper appreciation of Christian doctrine than the
early church had: and the organisation of our church may be more
complete. But our strength in the practice of religion is, it ia to
be feared, far behind that of the men of old. How many disciples of
Jesus, now-a-days, practise brotherly love? How many churches know
how to act in unity? When we think of the brilliant honorary work of
these precursors who founded the cause, we verily feel ashamed of our
distant fellowship and there is no room for self-complacency.

5. The early church was a church that held the truth to death.
The Saviour of the new faith had already sacrificed His life for His
enterprise. His disciples also cherished the determination to give life
in order to gain righteousness: to surrender the body in order to win love,

When they returned to Jerusalem from Galilee they already
were possessed of such a resolution: so they who had fled to ¢very part,



®

[

1

¥

12

*BHEMHELY | KUNOE  FEICBRHRETHE - MBI TR - Ho
(DREEXEN | SWESYHPIRE - BEEIRE - BN RECIRE - &
HETEYIWRY - RECTEFEROEN AR ER My TR ERDEE -
- NE- PR DRPRELE - BETHADTRIE - CHR - (M EXE - JBET
CEIEN - | BEEDY - REDoE | BED - SRmER Y - HELEKES
<HHE - HEREEIHR - RGYIDHER - RESK - SERDH GRS - B8
EHTEY - FE<ERED - BECIEHE ~ PR EEC CLRYENT - RESTW
HE » K @k - XX -SRK SRR - SEENET - < | £55 - TREE
HEEE | SLLGEN | BOSKESES - B - CTEXNEE - B RS KEE
B ~ KECHE - BERED - e - EETEC T - GREEE TR &
HREH - HENMIRRE<HE BB - BUAIE - EVESKDY - RUTEE -
I - RGBT < IT RO E LR - RETEEIRE - HHE TPie-K A S
- BEER - SEENKEE - SEEETHEE - DNIE-EK - SREE-E -
Wi~ BRER - THITHEHENT - SHTLEEN I - SETRESL IR
CE - ERE - SESEH<RT - MEEE KT RFTEE - $E S - X
HEKSER  ENUEERE IS ER HTEK - DRRX -5 - WEcR - 8L




