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INTRODUCTION
(Every word in this which is not in the Basic Listof 859 is in sloping print.)

The Chinese may, in the end, be happy in having had, in their history, no developed and fixed theory of the atrue-
ture of their languagc and of the ways in which different sorts of words-doing different sorts of work-maybe put
together. In the West ideas about the working of language have had, openly or secretly, a controlling power over
our thought for more than two thousand years. This has been especially true 2t times when our thought has been
going through its mostimportant developments-say about the years 1300 and 1700, And tolay almost every question
on which there are great divisions of opinfon in Western thought, has,as an important part of it, 8 question about
the right wses of certain sorts of words- thet is to say, a grammatical question. Sometimes this is openly so- as in
the attempt, in the theory of relativity, to take space and time not as substanees (or nouns) but as properties :rela-
tions or adjectives). Or, to give another example, the guestion between the Vitalists and the Mechanists in biology
“Is the behavior of living things different in sort, or only differentin degree from that of things which are not living?”
These questions will pgobably he seen in the future to have been not so much the business of physics or bio-chemis-
try asof a science which has net, at present, quite come into existence- the science of the working of language.
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This science would put questions about (and give answers to) such question as:- In what way are a sort and a
degree different? How do we use our ideas about sorts and degrees, and for what purposes? Adjectives and nouns
(substanees and properties, things and relations) how are they different? And this science of the future (it is hoped,
of the near future. sould take care not to put these questions as if these divisions between nouns and adjectives,
substances and propertles, things and relations, were there before we have any ideas of them walting for us to
make discoveries aibout them. It would keep in view the fact that it is probable that these divisions- what seem to
be in things- come from our way of having thoughts about them. Put shortly it is possible, and even very probable,
that the way things seem to be cemes from iaking our words (as verbs, nouns, substantives, w&@aawmm and 80 on)
in different divisions and that these divisions come from the working of our minds.

Chinese th ught, it is said, and the Chinese languare as an effect of this, has not ever given to the strueture and
way of working of its language the sort of attention that has been given since Aristotle in the West. Some say, in
addition, that this is bcea :se the Chinese language is different in its inner wo.king from Western languages. The
point is important; because from Western grammar (or theory of words) much of Western logic (or theory of
theught) came, and from Western logic much of Western science. Whatever decision the Chinese may make in
the future about thedegree to which they wll take over and make use of other developments of Western thought,

juining them into and making them part of the growth of Chinese thought, there is no doubt that Western science



at least is necessary to China. Without it her future is not in her control but in the controlof those who have more
sclence. Sclence is necessary o China as the way axd the only way of making China free to do as seems wise to
her, Ard sclence is necessary to the Chinese, not as, at present, it is frequently taken by them-asa sort of trick-but
as a way of thovght about things and about the wcrds which are our instruments for talking about things.

Thouzht- words- things in these three and thefr relations to one another is the base of science. In the West, at
the start, eertain special ways in which Western languages put d'fferent sorts of words together gave early author-
ities the ideca that the things that they had thoughts about were themselves cf different sorts in a parallel way. That
the laws of our languages gave a picture of the laws of thought and things-that was the idca. We are today In the
middle of an attempt (and it is a hard one) to make the power of this idea upon us less. But it is an open question
if without this idea, which made us give a structure to our account of things anda structure which might be tested,
we would ever have had any logic or any science.

it is probable that the structure of the Chinese language has equally had an effect upon Chinese thought-an effect
differemt from that of Western languages on Western thovght. If so, some very important work is waiting for the
right Chinese. The question “which is better- Western thought or Chinese th ught, Western languages or Chinese?’-
may be taken up later when we have got a wider and more detriled knowledge about the ways in which they are
different. Those who see clearly how little our knowledge about everything is at present in comparison with what
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it will become befirelong will not be quick in eoming t> deciclons about such questions. In the future every thought

that is a good example of its sort will have its place in the system of human knowledge and those who have the best
control of this knowledge will be, in the end, it is to be hoped, the ruers of the earth, At present the attempt to
look into the relations of thought, words and things of which THE MEANING OF MEANING is an example hes
given us a first fruit BASIC ENGLISH—the simple form of International Languzge in which I am now writing.
(A quick learner may get control of this I.anguage in a month. It is a way of taking theideas of every day English
to bits so that we may see more clearly whot we are saying. An important question is: Will it give us in addition a
way of taking to bits the ideas in Chinese; and will the bits in Chinese thought be at all of the same sorts as those
in English? This questicn has to ba gone into. Who will go into it?

It gives ms very great pleasuve to have beem of help to Mr. Li An.che in this attempt to put such questions
before Chinese attention.

H,. A, Richards,
Magdalene College,
Cambridge,



ERBUBRAERY

PR I BT IR R UR B I BUR M A A R R e B E T RoR > Rk R A
B H AT U S A L, R R AW SRRE, A X ERMERRY L XET HF 5 rRARMER e
BEEENRBOMGE G0BA BU—~ TS EER—T bRREAARERB. x4 H 87 % 8 P16 B, RERAA AT 1)
K > (AT SRR TAE 0 i R A TR v 55 240 AR — TR 88 ) RO 0ok 0 0 o AT BRI 2 B , R BR
COHT I SR R i B YL B MR BRIV ED TR AR A B BRI 7 5N W A B B MR SRR (R [
HRAE R 0 BIP R AR R IR 23R 5 PR AL AR R RIVEY | E A BB T AR AR O, F S MAS LA L BRE
B AR ) — PYR B S R B PRRIEE HEf MYOR S

EMHP I T R A R R EERA L ERRR R A EEA R8s RM R R,
HISUSAHRA T SRRGAEERAMREY, MR REMT A BPRE, MPIMRERS (AR RE R , o5
SR PR, — R L RN AL A, ARREE, RNANKES R, BAGRAMANEELLINE N AR
£, ARER FEERILY TR AN AL WS A S TRE LR KNI, AL RRME RS R B8 H ik, M
HONEEGRERE, VR EASMS RN ANAR (EEDR,AR, KT R8> TATEED bR AR RS
{5 SRR LR FTHE Y G EL R BB B R

FAS PEEMNRRTRARRPEOTRST HIAERIETEOESRREH M1 %0 5 BN BERBE LR, &

o7 BER S IBE R W




= w 24 K
AL, RETGREEBRERETRMES AR, TR RN TAAENENG R R4S OB AREEN I
B E A RE(UR NSRRI AR VO (RFROER) MANENNREE L RAE RN ER, TRANRE

7 2SI R H 08I R I AL S8 P B (SRR M —— S B SR RSB A b AR, RIS 4 B S — e £ R i
4B TEREY: OB, RGN BE—FES PEI LT &AM AT YRS, T A XL A ESRA AL, TR BT R
EORGT LN PG 0 B 8 URY LN, 1B R BRI A Y A, 7 L — mhR R b BA B R T,
W R (R ek B AR MBRBLA SN, RANSHEL EUENRT, s mRNm¥np e L A— R
¥,

M iy, AR K R S AR MR RE SR, AR R TR DR TS (o

2 RN R U AA LR 5 B EST RBERAAMMAERNEYER S RARERE TR, BELABEMNERMET
ER G ERFHREBARE A Y ARSI B SRR 4 0 s+ TR TR ARG R RS MA R Y,
FIREERENEENFHREYNEREA T B8 T BT UASROMR— T R AR RARA GRS, RAGRER
Ak R R AT MR B SRR — (R A AR LAY P

FTHATEGRRLEBERT T HES—QPEREATTRE AL SHSTYENRRANER, METRET ey

T h RS A RERYEER AR P BALKSH [HRRMUFE B2 PRBMIFR 594 ST TR R bBIF

SHUR HE M RTHEFRFIH LA R TSR W il 50 B E R MU G, BR N RE R BB a1 R A8 5 (E
1 f A ARAT AN AL BRBRAEHDYUA, REGEASNPAEBEESBE TR FATHR -0 R R 1§ 0L &



TE NS SRR R (5 A0 0 0, 5 LA PO 0, SLA 8 i S LB A8 A, B 45 2 B FL MR K5 A0 L R T
ZRISBEIA S, REGRIS 0 BRRRARINN R W R 6K 308 ) SRR 2500 B9 1 97 0 B WL
o CREINW RSB G BREY W17 — ) BB L R— B 5 B ST ) TR B R P P RO S0 211
o — B BB LA S AT AT BT B WL BB B TR B Ay MR BB ROVE
) I 2l B

TR RO EITR g m%m\mmﬁmm\%n PPN R GBE N, BARdeE A
& BAS A GG KB B4 5D B

R R SN »



B R o

REXEFROL EBDE D SR BTN L EER [ 2HIRE | BERH<NEES I
DRBERER | BER | LREE ¥ | THASERNE | HocE | NeRYRsws (£ 5
[ EDIEHK | BENEIH YRRV UBERK

EERe | RIRBRES K ENRER0E TR TR <508 e i N md 2 i |
ERTER- | Eyoed

B | 2 ERIRGK | HN | SIHREY | RXUI LR RN T SR D ER S
BHY | RO SRR SRR LR O AR Y SC D SCE BN REERR
EHFRIENN EN | DKEE

N ERRER S S R R O A SR < BN R D B R e <
%ﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁ@ﬁmgmﬂ%xﬂuﬁ%mrﬁzm@m%Ta;mga%ﬁﬂAmaﬁgmaf~
HENST<RERMECBR KK DODSERYECSERESER | HESEHNA | KER
EHH

R ot 1



wooB 1
e Hﬁf H ﬁm@&%%&%ﬁﬁmﬁ% [ | %ﬁﬁ%%&&%%iﬁ%é | B

ERE 8+ K ER



YR CNE S Ralon IRW (. R, Richar's) SMSEE [ @ | | Eds | BRERES
SR | FRESEEER oY | Bl | BATSARET DERNEERENSEER S SHKRE
WHRE RS ERIECR T<4E | SEERe R AARED BB I T BRI R 2 HKy

ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&ﬁﬁ%%mwa 3%%&%%%&@*@ &%
(@) EEE LS

MRS EREETWHNBREN ST ERTEER [ W< | [ graseg | [ QRuEN
SRESEECE | NRAY [ MR | NS R S R 32
KEPHE S ET ELR s R e N SRR QU - HEEE S O o B £ES
REUBHIBSRES Y S 0H 2 KNe S < B¢ SENREOE LB RENFSmLI R
TRE B

BEIEE Y EEEEY AT ERE RUE K< @ BERRE LB REKHE U BT

E<#R Y FERELE <M BNER K HRr dREARS ERBOCRIZE < | HEEH
o t |

bl



"o o® & 1
RENFLEE Y R L UTE DY A TERY T BEKEKEL S T RERICF R g
ERECSEMEEREREM [ ME o8 | CEMES@ON S LELRRMEQ EX @ SMaRe
EnERRES Suns Saes und ngnE o s EREKeS nE e N D SEEXGEBE
2 ERPT HBEAERESCEER [ ERKLEN KRB | KR EEVEXQBIE B
BAORMEE XS D EE R YRR E T E

() i o B

RECHWORITE HEATY [ TR EE | 8- B Bw< < e << KB R
WM | BEP SR S S Sl A R | 1 DRI R i R e
EmE R B TR SREFEN SEE L oR e R F BT L RNE SN C R RS ERG Y
5 X455 M2 X Qb B B R 46

EXNEEDERNEEHE | DTESEE [ BT | 8 [ B8 | —mnEamres
WU REEE SV CHEEN Y SEREERRE TR BERHEE SN K T HERER
BERAE K ST n Y O<E@ YESE HE S X RBN B HokiE CRH SR E 2
W R QERY [ HE | SELEILREDES ST SN ERENS LIS E R BRI

=
=
#

1]



FRYCRK T K TQHK G4 S ERDE k- E S YRIE N KRS DE B E 8@
Rl ER % CEEE RENR IR EL B
(R) ‘il i
KRR - R S - PN | B KRS SR SN E B Ry | SR

SHEETHEMEEE | DROIKE B RS | D ES KEREERY (R D, Jameson) |
a#@mﬁi&:ﬁaaaﬁnyﬁg_mmamu&mam&em#mmmﬁmﬁmﬁﬁnﬁgﬁﬁ
EARRN QB R PREEEET I FEEEE DR BNeBEN L B8 B YE sRECRREE
(J. Piaget) H&DNMHE BER HEE S RE R B B SR A S B 2 D MK BT
@%xﬁﬁ%ﬁmmﬁﬁgmAAWqa%m@ﬂaﬁ&ﬁm7@ﬁﬁ:7ﬂﬁxa@mﬁmﬁxﬁﬁ
nnwg@maﬁuTﬁﬁm&aﬁmammmo_ﬂoﬁgv:&mﬁﬁam&mmmxwmmgﬁ
NRKE- [ w8 ] TR ] [ €8 | $IENEERNES [ B | | HERIRNE N 3T wy
Waaammﬁmmkaﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁggﬁﬁgmﬁmﬁw_mnﬁﬂmamvﬁguaamﬂ
wﬁmmmx@ﬁﬁ_,m$aﬁmw;amwﬂﬁﬁwmﬁgnwéﬁgﬂﬁxﬁrmmzwnmx

e

o » n



] w» & =
DEDE R L IR EY R nE N B DR - R SR R E R R
SR E LS RINENIE LR MR BERAD Y RBELK EHILNER IDRTERR
P TLg
B R e iR e A SR
(b)) e
BOMRE | 20 O THEFHKE BRI L QKB RER KB MERARE | 201 | HH08
SE S K EE SRS | 20 O K0 I Kb AR [ R | B [ RERE (B
EREFHETERERAFHE<ERMNER- uﬂ%ﬁﬁ.ﬁ%%&i,f%ﬂgggm on the Mind)
HEEREK 2N G EEE [ EEORRBKTHRE | N | (QoERTEE ) RENE
CEE T RWE (James Wood) iR # #% (Foundations of Aesthetics) | 2111 B e
REK [ | CEAESHEE SEECESEXRE ( UPRLRERE | REXSHIM ) KES
5 ik SRR (The Meaning of Meaning) | 21111EHE ( Qg ES | ) EREC
ERK [ BY ) SOEEENEAERKEEERSESDOEE (ENRPNE) ISR E8% (R
HER | BRESET ) REIKMUEIT K@ 5 mH (Principles of Literary Critieim) | 21




,\\(/\\/\,\,\/

LSRR ELZERE (2 ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ@A#u&ﬂﬁmw&&m k3
N

EEDROERYRCuE R gaere 0 ARO 2 oy grie (Science and Poetry) 121144
&

e

SR (Practical Criticism) | 2112
BEHIEH(NHI<IRE REEWS
in Multiple Definition HakH &L
TR | ERERS | FESTHT LT YN

SN =
REEKCE C R SRR R R SRR LY

uﬁkmMM¥%Lifﬁmm‘mﬁﬁw%2§S$
AR B RN ERYAIE S N R C TR SO R
CINTROMREEEREEN SREBRER
ﬂy&ﬁ% fa_%gxxﬁ

() B P E0 s
me@ﬁ&swwﬁ%uﬁﬁﬁw_mrﬁj,ﬁllx%$zﬁgmmﬁ#ziﬁﬁ§_xz

/\

= X
© -~
Sas Nl g e s

) MENPERTEEH S nmémﬁm (H. G. Wells: First and Last Things) BEZE

~
PN AAAAS

mm,umvaﬁ,% Eiswﬁ%mZL,ﬂ (W. Enmpson: Scver Types of >B_9m::<v wa%?%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁm

AL AN S S

& o ma)sget (J. Bertham: The Theory af Fiction—edited with an Introduction by C. K

— - )\,\(\1.{?\(,\(.,\/\:\,\(

Ogden) #HLEE T ELEL—HnEHER (REY Vﬁﬁﬁxﬁ%ﬁﬁ TSR EHES

NS N

& t _ W



