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Wice-Pregldents:

Or. YEO NING HONG
Mr. GOH YONG HONG

Singapore National ®lympic Qouncil

Pazron-dn-Chiel
MR WEE KiM WEE
Thw President, Rapublic of Singapors

Prasicen
The Hon'ble W, EW, BARKER

Mr, FUNG LOK NAM

22 Nov 88

Dear Tee Eng,

! wish to congratulate you on your painstaking effort te put
together the memories of Four OLYMPIADS. Many of us will
now be privileged to read your work. It Is an outstanding
collection of thoughts and events highlighting sport at irs besr.

It is indeed an excellent book.

May [ also congratulate you on winning the I0C Award for the
Best Journalist for 1988.

With all best wishes.

Yours sincerelv,

{ 5 5 DHILLON )
SECRETARY GENERAL
SINGAPORE NOC

cfo National Stadium, Kallang, Singapore 1439
P, O, Box 2941, Singapors 9049, Telegrams: OLYMPIAD SINGAPORE Tel: 3489273/4
Telex No: RS 35467 NASTAD

Secretary-Gensral
Mr. 5. 5 DHILLON

Hon, Traahrer:
W P. C. MARCLIS



10C AWARD FOR BEST JOURNALIST 1988

' Mr. Tan Tee Eng of Lianhe Zaobao has been a journalist for over 30 years.
He has also served as sports editor from 1972 to 1987 and is now editor,
special dutles. He has covered the Tokyo, Munich, Los Angeles and Seoul
Olympic Games, not forgecting his contributions at the SEAP, SEA and Aslan
Games. Through kis work he has becn able to impart kuowledge on Olympism,
for which, he wins the I0C Award for the Best Journalist promoting and
propagating The Olympic Movement.'

Singapore MNational Olympic Council
12 December 1988
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INTRODUCING TAN TEE ENG
AND OLYMPISM

in his thirty years of service with the press, Tan Tee Eng was respon-
sible for the reporting of sports news. He was firstly a sports reporter and
subsequently promoted as sports editor. A doyen journalist, as well as a sports
writer.

During his days as sports reporter and sports editor, Tan Tee Eng had
written volumnous sports news items and the like articles of value, depth and
readability. He is well-respected by his vast readers as a truly well-known
journalist.

One cannot help remarking that he is a journalist of high calibre,
penetrating and enormously analytical. His articles cover a wide range of
subjects, Lively in presentation and the material content has immense appeal
to the readers. These are excellence he commands along the way of sports
news. Thus, after many years of vigorous tempering, he has become one of
the most thoroughly experienced and outstanding journalists from the Chinese
press.

He was assigned to cover the Olympic Games abroad, namely:-

1954 Tokvo Olympic Games
1972 Munich Olympic Games
1984 Los Angeles Olympic Games

1988 Seou! Olympic Games

In these four Olympic Games, he sensed the readers of the Chinese
papers splendidly well, with a series of fascinating special reports which were
up to date, and informative.

He laboured on the minutest details about the performances of the
Singapore competitors at the Olympic Games: how the events progressed,
examining and assessing the gains and losses, so as to enable the readers to
have a comprehensive understanding on the competitors and their activities.

He specially interviewed the athletes and produced special features on
those outstanding competitors. In this way, he afforded the readers a deeper
insight into our Singapore competitors at the Olympic Games. Among the
famed competitors are:-

Tan Howe Liang
Ang Peng Siong
David Lim

Qon }in Teik
Oon lin Gee

The above reports and special features contain detailed information
about the activities of Singapore competitors at the Olympic Games, how
they competed steadfastly with others from all other participating countries
and demonstrated the rugged spirits of our people.



Tan Tee Eng's articles are typical of Singapore's unflinching will to
fight. They serve to encourage the young athletes, inspire them to redouble
their efforts, persistence and perserverence to bravely accept challenges.
His articles speak for themselves.

From Tan Tee Eng's articles, we could learn, especially in Singapore
Chinese newspapers, about his positive contribution in the promotion of spirit
of the Olympic Games and propagation of the noble objectives of the Olympic
Games.

The following are a few of the many:-

(1) 1964 Tokyo Olympic Games
He wrote 31 articles containing approximately 60,000 Chinese
characters.

{2} 1972 Munich Olympic Games
He wrote 43 articles containing approximately 90,000 Chinese

characters.

{3) 1984 Los Angeles Olympic Games
He wrote 50 articles containing approximately 100,000 Chinese

characters.

(4) 1988 Secul Olympic Games
He wrote 52 articles containing approximately 100,000 Chinese
characters,

The aforementioned articles were first hand reports which are of vital
importance in the promotion of Olympism. In the sam= token. they brought
about significant influence on the Singaporean's attitude and concern about
Olympism. Becausc apart from reporting on the Singapore representatives,
Tan Tee Eng also, in great detail introduced and reported the performances
of famous athletes from other countries - their achievements, why they
succeeded, why they failed. The Chinese readers naturally found them frigh-
teningly interesting. He contributed the following special features:-

{1) Carl Lewis (U.S.A.)

{2} D. Thompson {G.B.)

{3} Li Ning (China)

(4}  China's women's volleyball team
(5) U.5.A.'s basketball team

(6) French football team

{7)  Zhu Jianhua (China)

{8) U.8.A.'s gymnastics team

(10} Swimming events

During the 1972 Munich Olympic Games the Arab commandos attacked
the Games Village, and captured and killed Israeli competitors which led to
the bloody event that caused a sensation all the world over. Tan Tee Eng
was in Munich when this world shocking bloody tragedy took place. He gave
a rare and on the spot first hand report which carried vivid and exciting
account of this event, The Singaporean Chinese paper readers were again
enthralled.



In December 1983, Tan Tee Eng was invited by USIS to Los Angeles
for the purpose of viewing the facilities, organisation and preparation for
the Olympic Games.

After his return, he wrote four articles in which he systematically put
the readers on the picture about the latest development on the Olympic
Games in Los Angeles:

(1) The Los Angeles Games -
an epitome of commercialisation

(2)  Accomodation, Souvenirs and Transportation
(3) Thugs, Terrorists and Spies - Security at the Games
{4} American Broadcasting Corporation and the Los Angeles Times

The four abovementioned articles, like his usual contributions, were
informative, with depth and vividness. Being on the spot first hand reports,
they were particularly welcomed by their readers, and indeed one of the
very effective ways to promote Olympism.

Additionally, before the Olympic Games, Tan Tee Eng contributed a
special article, comprising photos and stories. This advanced presentation
enables the Singaporean readers to gain related knowledge. Yet another way
to promote Olympism in Singapore. For example:-

(1) Introducing the 1984, Los Olympic Games Stadium (Full page
coloured photos and story).

(2) Introducing some of the prospective winners of gold medals
in 1984 Los Angeles Olympic Games (Full page colored photos
and story).

{(3) Introducing the sports facilities of 1988 Seoul Olympic Games
{Full page coloured photos and story).

The above articles of introduction hold an overwhelming appeal to their
readers, The ideas are highly commendable, deserving encouragement and
popularity.

In December 1987, Tan Tee Eng interviewed Mr Samaranch, I0C Pre-
sident when the latter visited Singapore. An article was published on the
interview, thus giving our people an opportunity to know the 10C President
more intimately.

All these facts point to prove Tan Tee Eng's positive attitude towards
promotion of Olympism. Indeed, by deeds, in the shape of meaningful articles,
he helped promote Olympism in Singapore. Evident of his effort and devotion
could be had from the articles submitted.

According to available information, Tan Tee Eng is the only journalist
{from both the English and Chinese press) who had reported on the Olympic
Games four times.

Furthermore, he also covered the Asian Games five times, i.e.

{1} 1962 Jakarta Asian Games
{2) 1966 Bangkok Asian Games



{3) 1970 Bangkok Asian Games

{4} 1978 Bangkok Asian Games

{5) 1986 Seoul Asian Games

It is patently clear that Tan Tee Eng is a journalist who is enthusiasti-

cally promoting sports in Singapore. A journalist possessing great wealth
of experience and an outstanding one in every sense of the word. His
unceasing and positive promotion of Olympism is, one is almost tempted to
say, quite unmatched, if not unmatchable by our national standards.

Tan Tee Eng was awarded the 10C Best Journalist Award 1988 by the
International Olympic Committee. He is proud and honoured to be the first
Singapore journalist to receive this award in recognition of his efforts for

the past thirty years.
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