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FOREWORD

Socialist construction in China has seen its ups and downs since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China 40-odd years ago. Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China, the
nation has relied on itself and made herculean efforts in the construction of vast numbers of key
projects and the development of the national economy as a whole. An independent and relatively
comprehensive industrial setup and economic system have come to stay. and New China, once in
ruins due to long years of war. has changes beyond recognition. Grain output has increased by 2.6
times; raw coal output, 31.5 times; crude oil output. 1,145 times; steel output, 388 times; and
electricity output, 134 times. The output of some major industrial and agricultural products has been
among the highest in the world, Science and technology have been upgraded to a new level, education
and other social courses have developed tremendously. And the living standards of the people have
improved. China, a country with a civilization of 5,000 years, has taken on a new outlook and stood
up like giant in the East.

Key construction projects undertaken during different periods have formed a colorful historical
picture scroll of the socialist development. These include the 156 projects in the 50s; the Daging Oil
Field, Panzhihua Iron and Steel Company, three main railways in the southeast, and the Nanjing
Yangtze River Bridge built in 60s; the three-year harbor building spree, the import of 13 sets of
fertilizer making installations, four chemical fiber plants, and the 300,000-ton ethylene project in the
70s; the burgeoning energy development in the 80s. including coal bases in Shanxi and Inner
Mongolia, the Datong-Qinhuangdao Railway and Qinhuangdao coal port and Phase- [ of the
Baoshan Iron and Steel Company in Shanghai. These key projects have sped up the pace of national
economy, and set the stage for future development.

Since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
(CPC} in the late 70s. China has entered a new period of historical development characterized by
reform and opening to the outside world. The Party and the State have shifted the stress of the
nation’s work on socialist modernization. The 12th Central Committee of the CPC decided to put the
strategic stress of the economic development on agriculture, energy, communication, education, and
science. Since 1982, the State has selected some key projects already under construction according to
plans and placed them on a priority list so that with better treatment in funds, raw materials,
equipment. transport and communication, designing and engineering forces, they can be completed
ahead of schedule. The State has also adopted measures to channel local and enterprise funds into the
construction of the country’s key projects.

These projects thus saw the fastest development during the first ten years of reform. Growth in
power industry is all the more impressive: Newly-instailed generating capacity over the past ten years
has reached 61 million kilowatts, cquivalent to the total in 30 years prior to the founding of New
China. Only a few countries in the world have an installed generating capacity of 100 million



kilowatts. Newly added coal production capacity over the past ten years has topped 192 million tons.
accounting for one-third of the total capacity New China acquired in its 40-odd years. Crude oil
production capacity have exceeded 100 million tons. equal to the total in the first 30 years. China was
the wortd's third largest energy producing nation in 1988, Transport has also developed. Nearly 60
percent of the handling capacity of the coastal harbors und ports have been buiit in the last ten years.
The newly-built cleciric railways have been extended by 5000 kilometers, four times as long as the
total length added in 30 years prior to the founding of New China. In the meantime. China has been
able 10 produce large quantities of iron, steel. electrolytic aluminum, ethylene. synthetic ammonia, and
cement.

As a developing country. China has encountered difficulties in 1ts construction, such as the shortage
of capital and materials, and poor technology and management. However, the superior socialist
system has enabled the nation to concentrate its limited funds, materials, and manpower on key
projects, thus beating the odds and ensuring steady progress in development.

Since key projects have an important bearing on the national economy as a4 whole and the
immediate interests of the public, it is necessary to acguaint the public with the key projects and draw
the populace’s attention if we are to motivate them and rally their efforts i socialist construction. 1t
is also necessary to show the world that Chind is advancing and making steady progress. With these
ideas in mind, the Information Department of the Party Central Commiltee, the State Planning
Commission and other State Council Ministries and Commissions have decided to present this picture
album: The Miracles of the Time A Wide View of the Key Projects in China. The album aims at
giving an overall vivid introduction of the hard struggle and glorious achievements of the Chinese
nation in their construction of key projects. It is hoped that this album will also prove valuable to
education in patriotism and socialisrn and to isternational exchanges. [t is also hoped that it will
become an historical reference book with an enduring value.

The Miracles of the Time—-A Wide View of the Key Projects in China will be published in
volumes. The first volume published this year introduces 20 key projeis under construction, an
epitome of all the key projects. The editorial committee composed of members from the Information
Department of the Party Central Committee, the State Planning Commission, the State Council and
other commissions and departments has provided guidance. leadership and coordination for the
editorial work. The newspaper. China Urban Sight Press. handles interviews, copyediting and
printing.

We present our sincere thanks here to all departments and units concenrned for their unstinting

support during the editing and printing of this book.

The Editorial Committee of The Miracles of the Time
10. 1991.
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Construction of Large Commodity
Grain production Bases

Agriculture is the foundation of the national economy of China. In order to fundamentally
improve the comprehensive production capability and ensure stable increase in grain preduction,
the State began large - scale construction of commodity grain preduction bases in 1983, and
adopted the strategic measure to boost agricultural growth in depth and breadth through
comprehensive development in 1988. The construction of large commercial grain production bases
in the Yellow River Delta and the comprehensive agriculture development in the Haihe River Plain
are two examples of the whole project.

Construction of commodity grain production bases and multipurpose agricultural development
have attracted the attention of th whole society as important measures for agricultual growth, Both
have proved economical and effective in increasing grain output. They are instrumental to the
reform in the allocation of capital for agriculture infrastructure, and have opened up a new avenue
to increase the nation’s total grain output to 500 billion kilograms by the end of the century,
achieve stable and coordinated development of the national economy and continuously improve the
livelihood of the people.
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