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Memorial to Dr.C.K.Yang

Leslie B. Stone( A &)

On behalf of the Lingnan Foundation, I am honored to contribute to this im-
portant volume celebrating the work and life of C. K. Yang. His intellectual legacy
and scholarship are well — known, as are his pioneering contributions to social sci-
ence and mutual understanding in both countries. However, less has been written
about CK Yang’s contributions in rebuilding the social sciences in China during the
late 1970s and *80s. Through the dedicated efforts of his distinguished former stu-
dents, particularly Professor Wang Ling, this volume will certainly offer new in-
sights into this and other aspects of C.K. Yang’s legacy.

The Lingnan Foundation benefited tremendously from Professor Yang’s pas-
sion for the field of sociology in China. Some readers may not be familiar with the
Lingnan Foundation. The Lingnan Foundation, now based in New Haven, Con-
necticut, is connected historically to the former Lingnan University in Guangzhou
(1888 —1951). The Foundation was previously known as the Trustees of Lingnan
University — — the American body that founded Lingnan University’s predecessor
institution at the end of the 19th century. After 1926, when the administration of
Lingnan University was turned over to a Chinese Board of Directors, the Trustees
managed the affairs of the American faculty until1951. In 1952, Lingnan Universi-
ty ceased to exist in name in Guangzhou with the reorganization of higher education
at that time. Zhongshan University, then designated as the principal comprehensive
university in south China, took over the former Lingnan campus. In response, the
Trustees changed course and, instead of supporting a specific institution, sought to
support the development of higher education in the wider Lingnan region in China,
including Hong Kong.

Professor C. K Yang, then teaching at the University of Pittsburgh, was a
leader in the effort to advance academic excellence in China. He was elected to the
Lingnan Board in January 1969. Many Trustees already knew him well from his

tenure as Dean of Lingnan University’s Sociology Department from 1945 — 1951.
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Early in his service as a Lingnan Trustee, C.K. Yang promoted the strengthening
of social science teaching and research in China as a key area in which the Lingnan
- Trustees could offer critical support. In 1975, he traveled to Hong Kong where he
met with faculty members of the Social Research Center at The Chinese University
of Hong Kong (CUHK). During that trip, he investigated their proposal seeking
support for a long — term project involving teams of sociologists from CUHK who
would study two communes in rural Guangdong Province. Soon after his trip, at
Dr. Yang’s recommendation, the Trustees decided to support this three — year pro-
ject. Later, for six additional years, they provided general support funds to the So-
cial Research Center with the goal of strengthening teaching and research on Chi-
nese society.

In 1979, after months of consultation with his friend and eminent scholar Fei
Xiaotong in Beijing, Professor Yang proposed that the Lingnan Trustees support a
two — phase program for the redevelopment of sociology in China. Professors Fei
and Yang had met again the same year, during a conference in Toronto, to discuss
this ambitious goal. They advocated a bi — national approach. American experts, a-
long with colleagues from Hong Kong, over two summers, would offer seminars in
Beijing through China’s Academy of Social Sciences. Chinese scholars would be se-
lected for doctoral study in sociology in the United States. In reading Dr. Yang’s o-
riginal proposal, I found his passion and sense of urgency very evident. An entire
section is devoted to "reflections on the TIME element” in which he concludes that
"the need [is] to hasten the process by all possible means! ”. The Lingnan Trustees -
subsequently appropriated several grants in support of the program and were ex-
tremely pleased by the results of this cooperative effort.

Given Professor Yang’s scholarly interests in the Guangdong region and his
connection with the Zhongshan (old Lingnan) campus in Guangzhou, it is not sur-
prising that he also was a key figure in reestablishing a Sociology Department at
Zhongshan University. From 1981 until 1989, the Foundation appropriated annual
grants for faculty training and staff development in that field. During these years,
Dr. Yang contributed personally by hosting Zhongshan scholars at the University of
Pittsburgh. By 1989, after the department was well — established, the Lingnan
Trustees provided grants to encourage cooperative research and training between the
Zhongshan and CUHK Sociology Departments.

. 11 .



After Professor Yang’s death in 1999, the Lingnan Foundation was privileged
to support two additional initiatives. The first was the C. K. Yang Research and
Training Fund. This program, administered at CUHK, sought to continue the tra-
dition of collaborative research between CUHK and Zhongshan sociologists, while
also seeking to train a new generation of graduate students from both Hong Kong
and Guangzhou whose work focused on the south China region. In 2000, the second
grant supported the Legacy of C. K. Yang conference which was co — hosted by
CUHK, the University of Pittsburgh, and Zhongshan University. The success of
both programs was vivid testament to Dr. Yang's life and work.

As this history suggests, the Lingnan Foundation is indebted to Professor C.
K. Yang for his wisdom, guidance and scholarly passion. He was invaluable as an
inspiration, advisor, and participant in all the key programs mentioned here. The
grants described above are among the most significant that the Foundation made
during his time as a member of our board. The Trustees of the Lingnan Foundation
will gain much greater understanding of C.K Yang’s lasting contributions through
this important volume and applaud the contributors for their efforts to further docu-

ment and understand his legacy.

Dec. 2005, Yale University
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