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Introduction

Ngo Bin (Chan Kim Chuan)
Seventh President
Wha Chi 48th Squadron MM Post VFP

On February 8, 1941, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor triégered the outbreak
of the Pacific war. The flames of war quickly engulfed the whole of Southeast.
Asia, including the Philippines. Many freedom-loving youths among the
Filipino people and the Chinese in the Philippines felt a deep hatred toward the
brutality and inhumanity of the Japanese aggressors. Prepared to sacrifice their
lives, they formed one guerilla group after the other. The Philippine Chinese
Anti-Japanese Guerilla Forces, popularly known as Wha Chi and the 48th
Squadron, was one of these guerilla groups. Under the able leadership of
Commander Huang Chieh and political officer Chai Chian Hwa, Wha Chi saw
action in Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, Bicol region and Manila. It fought
more than 260 big and small battles. In the process, it reaped significant
successes and gained the respect and admiration of the Filipino people and the
Filipino guerillas and soldiers. In the more than three years of engaging in
guerilla war, Wha Chi lost more than 70 members. They spilled their blood in
the mountains and valleys, on the plains and in the forests. Unselfishly, they

made the supreme sacrifice for the Philippines.

Fifty years had passed. The happenings during World War II are now part of

history. The brave and youthful guerilla fighters of yesteryears are now



veterans. What has happened to them? Many comrades had passed away.
Those of us who survived are now silver-haired. Although our fate and status in
life vary, we always cherish Wha Chi's glorious history and the bond and
friendship among comrades. There are no hurt feelings, no regrets. Through
the years, we strengthened our friendship, helping and caring for one another.
In our gatherings, we reminisce about our experiences during the guerilla days.
These experiences, whether bitter or sweet, are now favorite topics of
conversation. Tirelessly, we still do our share in fostering Filipino-Chinese
friendship. Silently, we undertake endeavors for the growth and progress of the
Philippines. This has always been the spirit of the Wha Chi veterans during the

last half-century, and it will continue to be our spirit in the years to come.
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Dedication

Chua Hay (Tan Yao Ping)
Sixth President
Wha Chi 48th Squadron MM Post VFP

The 19th of May this year is the 50th founding anniversary of the
Philippine Chinese Anti-Japanese Guerilla Forces, more popularly known
as Wha Chi, and also known as the 48th Squadron.

As we commemorate this historic and glorious day, we recall the heroism
and martyrdom of those who sacrificed their lives in the war of resistance
against Japanese militarism, and in the defense of the Philippines and the
Filipino people. To them, let us express our highest respect and deepest
mourning. And to their families and loved ones, let us convey our most

sincere consolation!

We still vividly remember. More than fifty years ago, the Japanese
militarists launched a war of aggression against the Chinese people. Then,
they attacked Pearl Harbor, causing the outbreak of the Pacific War. This
was followed by invasion of the Philippines and the whole of Southeast
Asia, and the establishment of brutal fascist rule. The inhuman acts of the
Japanese aggressors were truly hair-raising. They raped and killed, burned
and plundered. Their bayonets took the lives of countless innocent

civilians.

In the face of such cruelty, the Filipino people and the Chinese in the
Philippines had no recourse but to arm themselves and fight their common
enemy. They joined hands in resisting Japanese aggression and in
restoring freedom.

It was in the midst of this common struggle that Wha Chi was born in 1942
in the mountains of Arayat, Pampanga. It grew rapidly amidst countless
battles. In its three years of waging guerilla war, Wha Chi was active in
fourteen provinces in Central Luzon, Southern Luzon and the Bicol region.
It was also active in Manila. In the more than 260 big and small battles

10



that Wha Chi fought, it lost more than 70 beloved comrades, but
annihilated more than 2000 Japanese soldiers and puppet constables.
Undoubtedly, Wha Chi dealt a heavy blow to the Japanese aggressors,
making a significant contribution to the defeat of fascism by the forces of

peace during World War II.

In celebrating our anniversary, we express our deepest gratitude to the
Filipino people and the Filipino guerillas and soldiers. Without the support
and protection given by the Filipino people, Wha Chi could not have
survived and grown. Wha Chi and the Filipino people were as close as
fish and water. The cooperation between the Wha Chi fighters and their
Filipino comrades was a major factor for the successes that Wha Chi
reaped. The Filipino guerilla groups that had the closest links to Wha Chi
included the HUKBALAHAP, Marking's guerillas, Hunters ROTC
guerillas and the USAFFE guerillas.

In the course of fighting aggression, the members of Wha Chi deepened
their understanding of and love for the Philippines and the Filipino people.
After the war, the Wha Chi veterans had consistently contributed to the
recovery and progress of the Philippine economy. In coordination with the
other groups and organizations in the Chinese-Filipino community, they
did their share in fostering the friendship between the peoples of the
Philippines and China. We shall continue to contribute tirelessly toward
this endeavor!

11
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MALACANANG
MANILA

Message

It is my pleasure to greet and congratulate the Wha Chi Veterans 48th Squadron on
the celebration of its 50th Anniversary on May 17, 1992.

Almost a year ago, 1 signed Republic Act 6948 into law to standardize and upgrade

- pensions, hospitalization and other benefits for all veterans of all wars and military

campaigns. I was told that of many attempts in the past to enact a comprehensive veterans
benefits law, only in this administration was a law of this scope finally approved. This, 1
believe, is the least we can do to pay tribute to the gallant men who, at the risk of life and
limb, braved the perils of combat to defend our nation.

We, who enjoy the blessings of democracy and freedom, owe so much to these heroic
men who risked their lives in countless battles - in Bataan, Corregidor and other places
during World War II. And the most important gesture of gratitude on our part is our own
faithful stewardship of the freedom and democracy they have fought for and guarded with
their lives. '

As our democracy readies itself for a most profound expression in our life as a nation, |
1 urge each and every veteran and citizen to exert their wmost effort to guarantee clean,
orderly, and peaceful elections in May. In that way, you will not only be preserving your
fine legacy as patriots and lovers of Philippine freedom and democracy but will also be
ensuring the very life of the freedom and democracy you sacrificed and fought so hard for.

/,.‘7,,.,15_6’?.',/

CORAZON C. AQUINO
President |

Republic of the Philippines
MANILA

May 17, 1992
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Republic of the Philippines

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo
Quezon City

Message

I convey my most sincerest felicitations to the officers and members of the Wha Chi
48th Squadron Veterans Legion, Inc. on the occasion of your 50th Anniversary.

Our Chinese-Filipino veterans contributed in great measure to the defense and
preservation of freedom and democracy in our country, and they continue to do so in unity
with the whole Filipino nation as we address the present concerns and the challenges of the

future.

As we likewise commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the World War 11, let us
altogether join the rest of our nation in reaffirming our commitment to the uplifiment of the
welfare of our veterans and their dependents, and more especially, in the restoration of
dignity and honor of our people.

1 enjoin our Wha Chi veterans to continue to contribute their share in the national
effort towards the attainment of lasting peace, economic progress and economic stability.
Happy Golden Anniversary!

cretary
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES

stlborto G. Romuedo

Majority Floor Leader

Message

Itis with great pride that 1 greet the members of the Wha Chi Veterans 48th Squadron
on their 50th Anniversary Celebration.

Their Golden Anniversary is a reminder to all of thz valor and courage of the Wha
Chi Veterans in our struggle for freedom and democracy.

1 pray that this celebration serves as a constant reminder to us of the blessings of

democracy. May we never take for granted the sacrifice of our heroes and veterans to
guarantee our freedoms.

(e 6944

ALBERTO 6. ROMULD

-/
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