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route to Beijing. It stayed in Yunnan for three month's pilgrimage and enshrinement in the areas of
Kunming, Xishuangbanna, Dedong, Gengma, Lijiang. It was worshipped enshrinement by many
thousands of Buddhists of various nationalities in Yunnan. It is a grand occasion of the Tooth -Rel-
ic at the time after the founding of People's Republic of China that made the Buddhists of various
nationalities in Yunnan obtained a great longing for a bright future, the society of Yunnan is perme-
ated with harmonious atmosphere as well.

The Tooth-Relic of China is the supreme national treasure and esteemed as sacred relic not only
to millions of Buddhists in China but also to all Buddhists in the world. The Buddhist circle of Chi-
na had three times to escort the Tooth-Relic to Myannmar in 1955,1994,1996 and once to Sri Lan-
ka in 1961.As the emblem of the virtue of the Lord Buddha and the world peace, the Tooth-Relic
conveyed boundless blessings and kindness to the Buddhists in other countries, established a
bridge of friendship between the peoples in various countries as well. Through this bridge, the
friendship of Buddhists will arrive at the extremely beautiful Paramita.

In 1999, under the support of the central government and that of the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region, Hong Kong which justly returned to the motherland saw its first public holiday of
Buddha's birthday and the tour of the Holy Tooth-Relic. At senior age of ninety-three, Mr. Zhao
Puchu, the president of B.A.C., himself escorted the Tooth-Relic to Hong Kong at that time. He said,
at the opening ceremony of the Worship Ritual for Buddha's Tooth-Relic, that in the auspicious
light of the holy Tooth-Relic, it reflects the cohesive forces and patriotism of Chinese nation in both
tie Buddhist activities and the Buddhist culture, which can't be overcame by any force in the
world. The words of Mr. Zhao indicated a more important role of Buddha's Tooth-Relic to strength-
en the national cohesive forces and promote the union of the motherland.

Buddha's Tooth Relic and various causes concerned, invariably embody the connotations both
ift belief and culture of Buddhism. The foundation of Buddhism is its belief which is conveyed by
culture. Without the vehicles of languages, sculptures, paintings, music, architecture and inscrip-
tions, there are no spread and growth of Buddhism. We should value both the experiences in our
minds and the cultural features of Buddhism concerned. Buddhism has the pluralistic culture
which promote its circulation. The all-embracing Buddhist culture is not only the way of practicing
but also the way of propaganda of the Dharma. By a sweeping view on the 2,500 years history of
Buddha's Tooth-Relic, it reflects not only the history of Buddhism itself but also that of various
countries, ages, societies and nations.‘ It is so rich in content. Through this historical river, we can
see two loci of belief and culture penetrated among it.

Buddha's Tooth-Relic and the sutras statues and treasured instruments surrounded radiate
with both the light of wisdom of the Lord Buddha and the beautiful light ring of the treasured cul-
ture. We just present the picture album of THE BUDDHA'S TOOTH-RELIC PAGODA OF BEIJING
LINGGUANG MONASTERY to you. May the auspicious light of the Tooth-relic lightening all the
world! May the all disciples of the Lord Buddha blessed by his kindness!
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PREFACE

Mr. Dao Shu-ren

The Vice President & Secretary-General of
The Buddhist Association of Chinal

More than 2,500 years ago, Sakyamuni Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, was born in
Kapilavastu(in present Nepal) of ancient India. He attained enlightenment at the age of thirty-five
and came into Nirvana at the age of eighty. According to Buddhist historical records, the Lord
Buddha left two teeth in the world when his body was cremated after his Nirvana. Now one of them
is enshrined in the Buddha's Tooth Monastery in Kandy of Sri Lanka, the other one in the
Tooth-Relic Pagoda of Ling-guang Monastery at the Xishan Mountain in the suburbs of Beijing in
China. The Tooth-Relic in China is called Buddha's Tooth of Fa-xian which was named after its cir-
culating way. It is said that the tooth was firstly taken to the ancient kingdom of Udyana (in pre-
sent Pakistan),and then from Udyana it was brought to Khotan (present Hetian county of Xinjiang
in China).During the 5th century, a Chinese eminent monk of Southern Qi Dynasty, named Fa-xi-
an, traveled to Khotan and brought it back to Nanjing, which was then the Southern Qi capital.
Following the reunification of China under the Sui Dynasty, the Tooth-Relic was sent to the new
capital Chang-an. During the Five Dynasties when central China fell into a chaotic state, the
Tooth-Relic was taken from place to place until it reached Yen-jing (present Beijing) of Liao Dy-
nasty in the north. The Chronicle of Emperor Dao-zong in the History of the Liao Dynasty, Vol. X X
I, contains a record relating the enshrinement of the Buddha's Tooth-Relic in the Zhao-Xian
Pagoda in the 8th month of 7th year of Xian-yong (1071A.D.). It is the definite records in history of
the Buddha's Tooth-Relic after its coming to Beijing.

In 1900,the Zhao-xian Pagoda was ruined by the allied forces of the eight imperialist countries
with gun-fire, the monks of the monastery, when clearing the place, found in the basement of the
pagoda a stone casket in which the Tooth-Relic was preserved. After 830 years the Tooth-Relic was
reappeared in the world. In 1955 it was brought to Guang-ji Monastery of Beijing and enshrined it
in the monastery' Sarira Pav1hon by the Buddhist Association of China. In 1964 a new pagoda for
the Tooth-Relic was constructed*in Ling-guang Monastery and it was brought back for the perma-
nent enshrinement. On June,15 of 1964, the Buddhist Association of China invited high ranking
monks performed in a solemn way the opening ceremony for the Tooth-Relic Pagoda in Ling-guang
Monastery. Buddhist delegations and ambassadors in Beijing from nine countries in Asia attended
the grand ceremony.

Since nearly a half century, the Tooth-Relic has toured several times at home and abroad for
Buddhists to worship it. In October of 1955,at the invitation of Myannmar government and its
Buddhist circle, the holy Tooth-Relic has paid a visit to Myannmar and it was enshrined there for

several months. In 1956 the Tooth-Relic came back from Myannmarpassed through Yunnan en
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