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I
“KAIMENHONG” — “RED” BEGINNING

Red has always been the favourite colour of the working
people of China. It is synonymous with what is best, a token
of beauty and bliss- Red flags are awarded for superior work.
People are married in red’, though only symbolically nowa-
days®, with red flowers pinned on the chest of the bride and
bride-groom. Red is the colour that dominates all festive
occasions in China. Red is also the hall-mark of excellence.

The most popular phrase in China in the New Year is
“Kaimenhong,” which literally means “open the door to red®,”
or, in other words®, to pave the way to® great success. The
people want to see the first month of the 60s°, the first week,
the first days, as “red™ as possible, that is, crowned” with
achievements. You read the phrase “Kaimenhong” in the
newspapers every day, you hear it on the wireless, and it is on
the lips of everybody in all fields of endeavour. Workers,
peasants and people in various walks of life® greet and chal-
lenge cach other with “Kaimenhong.”

At a little after three on the morning of New Year's Day,
1960, the silence was broken by the sound of gongs and drums,
wielded by a group of young punch- -press operators in the
Loyang No. 1 Tractor Works, beating out the success story’
they were bringing to the Cornmunist Party committee: in the
first three hours of 1960, they had accomplished 136 per. cent
of the quota for the entire 8-hour night shift—by mtroduang
5 technical innevations.

Other enterprises, fared® equally well. At Anshm,
China’s greatest steel city, a “technical demonstration emulation

1



week™! began on New Year’'s Day. The score in the first
five days: all major targets weré topped and the average daily
outputs of steel and rolled steel were 12.8 per cent and 14.3
per cent respectively above the average for December 1959.
The Communist spirit of co-ordination and mutual help also
figures prominently in the industrial big leap that continues
non-stop®. 'This was one of the reasons why Anshan was
able to chalk up™ new records in the first days of 1960. When
an open-hearth required repairs, steel makers at nearby open-
hearths rushed over to give a hand wluch greatly rcduccd the
u:palr time.
‘A ' good beginning has been madc to keep up* the &Il
round rapid rise all through the year.
—From Peking Review, No 2, 1960

NOTES AND COMMENTARY

1. People are married in red: are married in red dress
red; red cloth or clothes, as dressed in red (clothes)

2. though only symbolically nowadays though they wear
red only symbolically; 1.e. they do not wear red clothes,
but only pin red flowers on to their garments.

3. open the door to red: FFF4L; give opportunity for red;
“red,” the colour of red, here means “great success”. cf.
to open a railway (road, bridge) to traffic; to open a

' garden to the public

' in other words: that is to say #4JFER
to pave the way to (for): to prepare for

6.' the 60s: the years between 59 and 70 of the century.
The plural of figure, letters, etc. are sometimes written

"""in the ordinary ways (sixties), sometimes with an ’s added:
60s or 60’s.

o os



10.
N

12.
13.
14,

to crown: to give honour to, reward, as crown ... with
success (victory, glory, etc.)
Our labour was crowned with success.

walk of life: profession, occupation, as people of every

walk of life (all walks of life) 4TI AM, HFHAL
.+ .gongs and drums. ..beating out the success story:
telling the story of success through:the action of
beating 'gongs and drums
to fare: to get on
“technical demonstration emulation week”: In April
1959, two Soviet experts came to Anshan’s No. 3 Steel
Mill to help with production. They were: invited to
show their method to the Chinese workers. The workers
also demonstrated their way of doing things, which
were corrected and improved by the Soviet experts on
the spot. In this way, the key problem holding back
production was effectively solved.. Then the Communist
Party committee of the mill called on more workers
to take part in the demonstration. A mass'campaign
of demonstration emulation soon got into full swing.
non-stop: without stop, adj. and adv., here used as an adv.
to chalk up: to score, to record
to keep up: to continue

EXERCISES |

1. Answer the following questions:

1. Tell what you know abeut red.

2. What does “Kaimenhong” mean?
3

Who greet and challenge cach other with “Kaimen-
hong’?

4. What broke the silence in Loyang No. 1 Tractor
Works on the morning of New Year’s Day?



II.

1I1.

IV.

5. What did the workers at Anshan do to greet ‘kai-
menhong”’?

Paraphrase the italicized words with words or expres-

sions from the text:

1. The technical revolution and the technical innova-

« tionu campaign have been launched among the people
of various kinds of occupation.

2. Premier Chou En-lai flew without stop from Burma
to India.

3. We listened to Vice-Premier Chen Yi’s spcech on the

. radio.

4. The success of the First Five-Year Plan Iauf the founda-

tion for a big leap forward in 1958.

All major targets were surpassed.

6. With the help of the well-known Soviet steel worker
who came to China to demonstrate his high-speed
method of steel making, the workers sef up a
record by turning out a heat of steel in seven and a
half hours.

Make sentences with the following pairs of words and
compare the difference in meaning:
emulation—contest

help—aid

accomplish-—achieve

favourite—popular

in all fields of endeavour-—in various walks of life

o

Wl 3D

Give nouns corresponding to the following words:
symbolic, to excel, successful, technical, to begin, festive,

_ superior, to introduce, to indicate, to operate

V.

Make two sentences with each of the following words,
using the given word as a noun in one and as a verb in the
other:



challenge, progress, award, colour, record
VI. Make sentences with the following words and expressions:

to be synonymous with, to pin . .. on, to crown . ., with,

to greet, ‘to break the sﬂcnce, to fare well, ncarby,

to rush over, to give 3 hand *

VII. Translate the following into Chinese orally:

The summer vacation is over. All of us are back at
the institute. I left home a little after 8 yesterday
morning.

The last month of the second term was a busy one
for me. I had to prepare for examinations, make a report
at the Young Communist League conference of our institute,
labour on the farms and do many other things.- So you
see, I had very little spare time.

We had an oral test in phonetics, and I had to take
examinations in three subjects—Marxism-Leninism, Chinese
and English. I got an “excellent” in all my subjects. All
my classmates did well in their exams. One of them was
ill for over a month and fell behind in English but he worked
hard after he got well and caught up with the rest of the
class. At the beginning of the school-year, I had some
difficulties in studying English, but during the second term
I made great progress and now I am able to get ahead steadily.

The first term of the second year has begun. Looking
back, we feel very proud of our achievements. Looking
forward to the future, we are full of hopes. Let’s open
the door to “red.” Let’s make up our minds to keep up
an all-round leap forward in evéry field of endeavour.

VIII. Translate the following into English:
(%

1) 1980 ¢ — AN+ nE—4, ERE
REROCER R — 2
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2) WERFERRITR R e UEF,
3) BAWRAATESHHALT CEERT REhE
#y136%
KRB e R T %
9) BTSSR RS IS Ha B &
B, 4T) 2, Farzm, HEHkRE,
6) 5, WIRME, RIEENRMEA—RS,
RMBEFB FWEE, BA—ATAEHREA
LUk, BERA—FET. —ENMEERY, 8
ERMEES TR/ TAIHRM. BREARAT—F
BETRMBGES SRR, BIMAEEDMPLGIRETRR
U, AP R AENKT, :
EMERPUET BBIARE, REERR R,
BAEANMREWIE, T2,
ﬁ¥$*"%: ﬂfﬂﬂ%’i"ﬁﬁ'ﬁ%{o ﬂ"‘ﬁ’ =
JUK, BMEALRPUSBNRIIIHT. F—mWATHIIEE,
T AIF,  BR—B. RN EBA TREFAIT N &E
RIEBE E, Sk b 5305 ﬁﬁ%‘?ﬁﬁﬁo
IX. Top1cs for classroom discussion: -
1. What does “Kaimenhong” mean?
2. Why was Anshan Steel Works able to chalk up new
Tecords in the first days of 1960?
X. Topics for oral or written composition:
1. 'What We Should Do to “Open the Door to Red”
2. The Big Leap Forward in a Factory

1)

PHONETICS
The English Seunds

I. The English Vowels
1. Front Vowels

[iz] eat, week, people
[i it, big, build



[e] : red, let, pen

[=] . cat, bad, have

2. Back Vowels :
[az] car, heart, hard
[2] hot, what, strong
[ox] all, short, water
[u] ~ book, foot, good
[nz] do, school, noon
7 “up, bus, come

3. Central Vowels
[ox] bird, work, learn -
[=] ‘a pen, ago, leader

II. The English Diphthongs
1. Closing Diphthongs

[ei] " day, face, aim

[ou] no, note, nose

[ai] j my, wide, fine

[au] out, house, down

[2i] Al o3 oil, boy, voice, noise

2. . Centring Diphthongs

[ia] hear, near, serious

[g0] air, care, various

[uo] ¢ poor, cure, sure
III. The English Triphthongs

[aia] tire, fire, desire

[aua] _ our, power, flower .

IV. The English Consonants
1. Plosive Consonants

[p] peace, pine
[b] bee, nib
3 P time, night, right

(d] day, bed



[¥] car, park

(e] © girl, big
2. Nasal Consonants
[m] my, time
[n] need, man
[n] sing, ink
3. Lateral Consonants
1 like, lamp
2] spell, old
4. Fricative Consonants
. farm, life
[v] very, live
[6] : thin, faith
[&] they, with
[s] see, peace
[z] : zoo, houses
[ she, wish
[3] pleasure, usual
[r] _ read, write
[h] . he, hat
5. Affricate Consonants
ftf] China, teach
[d3] join, large
6. Semi-Vowels
[w} we, swim
L] you, news

Review the vowels with the help of gramophone records
available. Try to pronounce them correctly and give two
key words for each.

Read the text aloud, and be sure to pronounce every sound
distinctly and correctly.
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A REPORT ON THE PEOPLE’S COMMUNE
FROM CHINA

Alan Winnington'

* Itis high time the British press stopped writing nonsense®
about what is happening in China.
< In particular®, I challenge the News Chronicle to send an
honest reporter to accompany me on a tour of any people’s
communes he may choose in any part of China.

If the News Chronicle sent a reporter here, he would
discover that the Chinese peasants have found their own way
to the commune form of organization.

Typical* of the News Chronicle is this passage: “At
present China’s peasants still sleep in their homes. But, in
some areas, plans are already afoot® to transfer them to barracks
by 1962.” _

If the News Chronicle had any respect for® objective facts,
it ought to have written: “For centuries China’s peasants
slept whole families on a clay bed’ in a straw-roofed mud
hovel with paper windows.

“Now they are organizing to build themselves new houses
or.blocks of flats, complete with plumbing and lighting by
1962 or much sooner.” '

As to® barracks, since the communes build them to their
own design, they get what they want. They want two-storey
buildings. And these buildings are to be totally rented free! .

An Indian diplomat said to me the other day: “I' have
just seen some communes in Kwangtung province. All mem-
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