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PREFACE

"Guizhou Today" is an important means
by which the CPC Guizhou Provincial Comm-
ittee and Guizhou Provincial People's Govern-
ment can introduce Guizhou to the outside
world. It acts as a window that helps friends
both at home and abroad to understand. It
aims to sum up Guizhou's rich natural resour-
ces, rapid socio-economic development,con-

tinuous improvement of investmentmain ach-

ievements since the reform and opening up,

and the integrated image of various ethnic

groups for unity and struggle through articl-
es and pictures,in order to serve futher open-
ingup and enhancing attraction for invest-

ment.

Guizhou is an inland province with a long
history, numerous ethnic groups, abundant
resources and great potential for develop-
ment. Since the reform and opening up,
Guizhou has been developing with great vig-
or. The province's socio-economy has made
progress in the reform and opening drive. In
1996, the first year of the Ninth Five-Year
Plan,the province enjoyed a bumper harvest
in agriculture,growth in industry, and a con-
siderable increase of revenue. People's living
standards have now been remarkably impro-
ved. National economy has steadily develop-
ed.The province has witnessed new achive-
ments in ethical and cultural progress and
social development.It has made a good start
for realizing the long-term target beyond

century.

1997 is the important year for develop-
ment in our country. It's for Guizhou to tackle
hard up problems and raise economy to new
stage. Facing the current opportunity and
challenge at the turn of the century, the CPC
Guizhou Provincial Committee and Guizhou
Provincial People's Government have put for-
ward that in the new year, Deng Xiaoping's
theory of building Socialism with Chinese
characteristics should be followed as guid-
ance. The Party's basic line and policies sh-
ould be implemented all-round. The spirit of




the Fifth Plenary Session and the Sixth Plen-
ary Session of the 14th CPC Central Commi-
ttee and the important instructions of Party
General Secretary Jiang Zemin during his
inspection in Guizhou should be earnestly
carried out. The relations of reform, develop-
ment and stability should be correctly coor-
dinated. More efforts will be made to seize
the current opportunity,promote reform and
accelerate development. The focal points of
the province's economic work have been de-
termined as follows: to continuously streng-
then the two foundations ( agriculture and
infrastructures with  communications as
main points ), resolutely fight the two battl-
es (poverty-elimination work and State-ow-
ned enterprise reforms ), actively carry out
the three strategies (the strategy to impro-
ve our overall work through further opening
up, the strategy to vitalize Guizhou with sci-
ence and education, and the sustainable
development strategy ), energetically deve-
lop Guizhou's characteristic ecommy, and
earnestly implement the ten major tasks, in
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" Heart and Heart Art Group" of CCTV performing in Zunyi

order to greet the return of Hong Kong to
the motherland and the successful convoca-
tion of the 15th CPC National Congress with
excellent achievements. Guizhou has been
opening wider to the rest of world. Both
the environment and service for attracting
overseas investment have been improved.
The CPC Guizhou Provincial Committee and
Guizhou Provincial People's Government have
formulated preferential policies and meas-
ures for strengthening inter-regional econmic
and technological cooperation,enhancing the
utilization of overseas funds., developing for-
eign trade.On May 28th 1997,before China's
resumption of sovereignty over Hong Kong,
Guizhou will hold " 97 Tour Guizhou and Gui-
zhou International Business Symposium and
the Opening ceremony of Guizhou Airport"
("May 28th activities" for short). It is a plea-
sure to have friends from afar. The hospi-
table Guizhou people of various ethnic grou-
ps will welcome friends from other parts
of China and abroad with more preferential
policies and better service.
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Guizhou "Qian" for short, is situated in
Southwest China. It borders Hunan Province
to the east, Guangxi. Autonomous Region to
the south, Yunnan Province to the west,and
Sichuan Province to the north . It is the gate-
way of Southwest China to Central China
and South China and a hub of communica-
tions.

Guizhou with a long history, is one of
the birthplaces of paleohumankind in our
country.Several hundred thousand years ago,
the ancestors of various ethnic groupsin
Guizhou created Guizhou's ancient culture in
1413 (the 11th year of yongle in the Ming
Dynasty), the administrative province was
established. Now under the leadership of
the provincial government are 2 cities, Gui-
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yang (the capital of Guizhou Province) and
Liupanshui,4 prefectures-zunyi,Anshun,Tong-
ren and Bijie, 3 ethnic autonomous prefec-
tures-Qiannan (south Guizhou),Qiandongnan
(southeast Guizhou) and Qianxinan ( south-
west Guizhou ), under these Prefectures are
11 cities at county level and 75 counties

( districts ). The total area of the province is

176000 sq km, mainly composed of moun-
tains and hilly lands. Its geological structure
is most represented by the karst landform.
It terrain slopes from the west to the east
with an average elevation of approximately
1000m. Guizhou's climate is warm and hu-
mid. The annual average temperature is ab-
out 15 C. The annual frost free period is ab-
out 270 days and annual rainfall is between
1100-1300mm.It is free from severe winters
and sultry summers. It enjoys sunlight, rain
and warmth in each season and crops can
be grown throughout the year.

Guizhou has numerous ethnic groups and
a population of 35.554 million. There are 49
ethnic groups of those17 ethnic groups have
been living here for centuries, namely Han,
Miao,Bouyei, Dong, Tujia, Yi, Gelao, Shui,Hui,
Bai, Yao, Zhuang, Maonan, Mongol, Mulao,
Qiang and Man. Ethnic minorities make up
34.7 percent of the total population of the
province.

Since putting into effect the Ninth Five-
Year Plan in 1996, Guizhou has earnestly im-
plemented the Plan and the long-term target
for the year 2010,focusing on the "ten major

tasks" defined by the CPC Guizhou provincial
committee and Guizhou Provincial People's
Government, Guizhou has achieved political
stability, economic growth, unity among Han
and all ethnic groups, and social progress. In
1996, the province gained a bumper harvest
in agriculture in spite of disasters, Its indus-
try, overcoming difficulties, made progress.
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Mr. Hu Jntao,
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The net increase of local revenue reached 1
billion yuan, the construction of key projects
has quickened the pace. The province has
been opening wider to the outside world
continuously, The building of material civili-
ation and promotion of ethical and cultural
progress have developed simultaneously, In
1996,the GNP of the province totaled 74.239
billion yuan, an increase of 9 percent over
1995. The province realized the goal to make
a good start in the first year of the Ninth Five-
Year Plan.
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ABUNDANT NATURAL
RESOURCES

Guizhou possesses a vast amount of
energy resources in large reserves, which
has a great development value. Guizhou has
been recognized as "the sea of coal in the
south of the Yangtze River". The reserves of
coal resources amount to 241.9 billion tons,
among which the proven resources are more
than 52 billion tons, ranking fifth place in the
whole country. The province abounds in hy-
dropower resources, ranking sixth place in
the country.The exploitable quantity is 16.83
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million kw, The Wujiang River is well-known
for its rich source of hydropower in China
with excellent conditions for development
and a short distance to load centers. Rich
hydropower and coal resources have laid a
foundation for building Giuzhou into an ener-
gy base in South China characterized by hy-
dropower and thermal power complement-
ing each other.

Guizhou is famous for mineral resources
in China. There are 110 kinds of minerals
so far discovered, occupying 61.7 percent
of that in the country. The reserves of 76
kinds have been proved, among which 43
kinds rank in the top 10 places in China and
28 kinds in the top 5 places.Guizhou's most
abundant minerals are coal, phosphorus, bau-
xite, mercury, antimony, manganese, bologn-
ian, gold and cement material, those are also
important minerals in China. Mercury in Gui-
zhou is best known both at home and abroad.
Rich ores of phosphorus, bolognian, and ma-
gnesium-refining dolomite rank first place in
the country. The latent total value of mineral
reserves in the province is estimated to be
3000 billion yuan. In particular, the develop-
ment of gold mining has built Guizhou into a
new gold resource base in China.



Guizhou has a large variety of biological
resources. There are over 3800 varieties of
wild plants inthe province, of which more
than 3700 varieties are medicinal plants.
Guizhou is one of the 4 large medicinal plan-
ts growing areas in the country. There are
70 varieties of rare plants in the province,
of which silver china fir,dove tree,bare china
fir and cyathes spinulosa are listed as "first-
class national protected varieties".There are
more than 1000 species of wild animals,
among which 83 are rare animals. There are
14 species of animals such as Qian gold
monkey and black-necked crane listed as
"first-class national protected animals".
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STEADY GROWTH
IN AGRICULTURE

1996 witnessed the fourth successful
harvest year in agriculture for Guizhou. Rural
economy developed all-round. Grain output
in the province totaled 10.02 million tons
and broke the record of 10 million tons for
the first time. Tobacco output amounted to

12



0.523 million tons,reaching the highest level
in history. Forestry and animal husbhandry de-
veloped continuously. The business income
of township enterprises reached 43 billion
yuan, an increase of 45.3 percent over 1995.
The increase value of agriculture in the pro-
vince was 3.9 percent higher than 1995.
Farmers' per capita net income amounted to
1277 yuan,an increase of 5.5 percent deduct-
ing the price factor.

Guizhou is rich in agricultural resources.
There are over 75 million mu of exploitable
and useful mountains and hills. In recent
years, with the " three increases, one decr-
ease and one stability"(that is grain increase,
money increase and potential increase,decr-
ease of population natural growth rate, and
stability of rural society and politics) as the
general guideline, the CPC Guizhou Provinci-
al Committee and Guizhou Provincial People's
Government have made agricultural produc-
tion and rural work priority in the whole pro-
vince. While close attention is paid to the
production of grain, tobacco and oil, great
efforts are made to develop biological re-

=34 CHYRIF
Cili, high vitamine C Plant

sources and to build up " four gardens and

three farms" and the green industry. A group

of bases for raising livestock, producing woo-
dy oil materials, chinese medicinal materials,
health-care materials, materials of the light
and chemical industries, and dried and fresh
fruits has been established, which has pro-
moted the development of rural commodity
economy.

Since 1996, Guizhou has made the deci-

sion to develop the green industry with great
efforts. The Bank of China has also determin-
ed to provide special-purpose loan of 0.4
billion yuan to Guizhou each year from 1997
to 2000 for developing advantageous pro-
ducts such as mutton, beef, tung oil, ginkgo,
eucommia ulmoides, kiwi fruit, cili, and taro.
Financial groups from Australia, Shenzhen
and some companies in the province have
actively invested in the development of Gui-
zhou's characteristic agriculture. With the
head enterprises of Guizhou's green industr-
ial products formed and strengthened, the
development of agricultural industrialization
will accelerate greatly.
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HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT IN INDUSTRY
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