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The Yen Family of Keelung and Taiwan’s
Mining Industry during the Japanese

Colonial Occupation

Abstract

The Yen Family became wealthy through the management of the
gold mining industry in the Ruifan area in the early 20th century.
After the First World War, Yens’ business expanded to coal in northern
Taiwan. Initially they cooperated with one of the Japanese Zaibatsu,
the Fuzitagumi, to set up the Taipei Coal Minging Company, but the
latter subsequently withdrew its investment in this project. The Taipei
Coal Mining Company was reorganized as the Taiyang Mining Company
Ltd., which managed the gold mining industry. At the same time, the
Yen family were forced to cooperated with the famous Japanese Mitsui
Zaibatsu to establish the Keelung Coal Mining Company Ltd.. Under
the colonial government’s policies to encourage gold and coal mining
industries, the Yen Family developed new mining area, introduced new
techniques, and purchased new machines. With these development the
family enterprise reached its peak. After the beginning of the Pacific
War, gold was no longer the method of exchange due to the inter-
ruption of international trade. The colonial government commandeered
the modern gold mining equipment in Ruifan, and the excavation of
coal was also suspended on account of the bombardment by American
planes. Because the Yen Family preponderated in the mining industry
and actively participated in public walfare projects, they had a great
influence on northern Taiwan, and became the bridge between the
colonial government and the populace. They enthusiastically took part
in such committees as the H yogikai(a special council of Taiwan colonial
government), the Temporary Commission for the Investigation of
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Industries in Taiwan, and the Commission for the Investigation of
Tropical Industries. They not only made great efforts to build the
infrastructure for Taiwan’s modernization (i.e., in education, comm-
unications and electric power), but also strove for equal treatment
between Japanese and Taiwanese peoples. They sought an end to racial
discrimination, hoping that the Japanese authorities might give up their
oppressive colonial attitudes. Although the effect of their suggestions
may be slight under such unusual political circumstances, it reflected
their ideals. Moreover, from the complicated process of founding
Keelung Coal Mining Company Ltd., we can see the Yen Family’s
constant endeavor to adjust to the colonial occupation and its litmits. In
other words, the Yen Family obeyed the instructions from the colonial
government, Japanese Zaibatsu and perhaps the Japanese government.
Meanwhile they had opportunities to express their opinions to the
colonial government and Zaibatsu. Because of their successful business
and important connections with the powerful Zaibatsu, it was perphaps
possible that their suggestions may ultimately reach Jepanese government
officials, thereby establishing important channels of communication with
the Japanese authorities.



625

AR R R 8RB
S AR GRE

4 P

—vYHE

S AR AEEBHE L Eads
E~NEERFHRRN GBI AR LB
9~ FR AL GG

FAR %

—~ A 8

AATTFE 1895~1945 4FE[THAZ 18 it 17 3R 1M A J1H0 £ B A g B Hl 1%
W IRV ~ TEE ~ IR S b JE T AR R A 2 AT B BEAY B L o Bk
BLEZTPEIF _RRKBRUREETLGRENVER - MELNAKKE
4 HZEEN MR ERE R BB » BRS ARSI » &
R BOR FHR IRV AR B SR AR —3 » B B E R R » ST H
HRERE FNREADTIERXREDA—EE o ZE A BN TAXFKE]
B (EEER ~ IEHRR ~ BEKRR - BEZERNEHERT) » RAERM
BRS BIRARTERNBGAR o

HWBZT » ARMERAMTET » BEWB B BA RBERE » ARBHER
B BN Bl MEERE T o REHERREMTCRES M KHE
A BERR » BRI LR REZEICEN TR A AN » MAAERFEDA
Wy S e BITE B SAL I BRI A MV IEE ©

A B Y ANTE M B SR R I b s T B R IERI EE R IABRIEZ T
—EARGEEENS R PTEBNEE » DI RRRZE » P ERES
AR ER B R A RBVER MR o B4 » 4T EARTE B R HIBGR R AV

* R IATEARTEETRF A 2R R ERTeE B (NSC81-0301-HO001-07) FBh » A3
e FEROBRHTHEEL L~ MHEBELL - EERREL » REMESAE ~ EHEEA ~ 3f
ZEHE ~ RAEEE ~ RIRESEMAEN L LOEBRETHARR » TRAHEFRZ )
TR B TR R

** hRPESTEHERPEA -




626 SR BB B A A

fir 5 Fek o BRI HTRRE YT 26 R SR TR AR X @ ik 19 Al S A e B AR A H
BRI H A M A2 AR B ATAVRBR 0R » FEERFE R A L0 5 R IR R 2R AR
ETHE MR BRSO RN 5 R o Ml S B R BOR AN H A S B
HBOFRBAER » LIAEIR BIVBUABIEZ T » BARFTIING J) BILIR A

SNBARAEERBES LR

BEAE191 R 20k 03 o B A R B EER Y ZR I EE Y A 631 » T
FIAF BRI R0 ~ oMt ~ 4 ~ BE~ Al ~ BRFETBEIRLAE » $RK
PRIBCY 4 SR EmSHE ~ GRak ~ K SRFITE B pufE » O {H7E H 504 » REZAYHE
ETRS (BEEHFMmE) ~ 5 ik DURRHIAH - @5 LEEHE
ZRAPREPR LTS » gy ~ SR~ ST LR 2 B ERF ALY S IR ~ Bq 5
PET T B (R IR T A L 2 3 > B ERRRHAY BE 2 KR AR S Y B L ~ Bk
FVTHEA o hEREER HHEE 0 BAIARS » © ok ey S8 B R D AL 3 S A
B RRRIRE)T]

1. BiRLIRTRY E

S B IR ERIE AT 1100 ERTEIN T2 — M SUER K (Keta-
galan s @2 A ML ER) o HBRIRHLIE K TEBL S 2 2 ~ BEMHE o +
LR AR BESF AFOGI A B I — e SRR 2
FOBE ~ B OFIF S » AAKCRERRS » MAEMEAKSRASH » e
PR o ARV (R Y RERE o WISRRS T BR VS BB 2 F R BUR o W
HESBIEIL o FUEHE R BRI EERS LR » SORFIA S
dr oo H B BRBAARGE EBIER o (E O 0 M I (4 0 LR TR
H s [T DL RGBSR R A TR LR RD S AR R RN Bl S » @ IR A HEIY o

O =EEWENRBGEERRE R © (ZMEeE—3) (Zd - RN - 1908) » H1-2;
EMEINTEER - (EMEE—pr) (ZEt > ZE{EN 0 1916) » HI1-3- _

@ EMEAREVIREME  (BEERERREE) o woMy (FEdr o EMELTER R
= REATE) 363 [TEH | (fFEBAED » | 164-165 o

O TEAREHA — B ARy [ Rk et | fRarh BRGNS » AR A B A
TR EBERIA o B ( BaRme Ry ) - St o B 181 o T8 » QAR BUMMIZE i
B S IRENMR AR R G BN ~ B PITIREN D & SRS MEATERIE o (BIIE RGN » R
EE;E 176-177 ; ZEMRAT « (EWITH 1T S HHER) (Tt ZHWMRAT 2 1935 » | 75-

@ EBBRMARATASTEFEABHEAGREAR  (ZBATNTFR) (Eh Ra
"] » REH674) » FH33-34;42-43



A A R R AR BRI R 627

19 HEAT AL » ZEAHRZKA % » FITRENREER » ERER
BRI B E o BB 2 B R A KM A S K I EN » B3
MRS R LM Z ER » B TR ILE MR RIS IR HELGEF »
Tof TR KBS SR KA SR » AMSBKRER » W7k
Mo (BRI Z BT » REIIARREIRIERG RS o FIFBTE (1862) RLKKNE
B 0 BEIERBABRIERE ~ Bt R » TYREABIREE i » HESERFE
6 THELL L » SERREMFLIRTIH c ®

4 6 (1867 » 7€ H 5:E BB 2 b » IR b th T B3 2 M g
ARYE 5 M 9 £ (1870) » AR T B FIRILAR AR AT SR » &R AKE
FEBEADEABEERL  UR BHnREELSFRNER » & RIEMHF
His SERFIERBEAR » NEMBRE HEEE » SLUBE] » © BURBHEHE »
PR [ SRR B R B8 1 g b 0 Y PR E DR SO AR o THESLAT T B
PRE THRERAE ] i o

SEREBREREE (R (kY 4R ] (EDMEEENTE) » A BREBTEEES Y
NG B EREEREEBER » BRAE KX NMIEZEENE » BEVER
WIERFTELH: ~ SEZEHEK - WBZERAR » BEZ B5EHLAFEHERERE
B ERATHE R T AR MBS » MUIRAIRZRRE  BEER 7B WL
MR ZBYUE » A AT HEK » AEHEABIEZ B » (AR MNTE o

EERB13E(1874) » ILEEAR B 76 5 IRELEEM » 5 HEZT B 97 » B
B BIREERE » TR 2 EREEEMI NSRS EEERE  ERARE A
RS EEEEERPARRILLZE - O

BEREZRY » FIRTREBEREERSENZERE » ZEHERA
1867 SEN 12, 855 Wi » 2 1877 4 28, 948 M » A H 1881 SE AT 46,178
MARYECSK o O (L E BB S T » MERBBIH ~ BIsENS %
R o ERE AN E TS BB 4k 0 T AR A R i R K 2 % o TR
18924 H | HPAM ME o @

® [k E43-440
BT (EMAMSE) (EMSORETISI0M ik EEET » REATE) » H26-27 ¢
EE . (PR EMNE) (it hRFRBIRERRR » RESOE) » Hl-
126 5 (EBATNTEEE) + HHM -
TREESHR © (HBIERTHEELFOR) % 188 (Jew» 1957) » ' 611 ; X 1872 4711873
SEHH O 57540, 21 SHERIAS, 1599 » 5 251881 4 1 kBB A T BIIRAO BTG 58k o
BIR MBI S KB [ BRERE : (PEEMZEMEY) + K 236-246 ; B

M GREREEAROARERE) » (hEEEHEFE) (PIEE'EF‘M$ » 1988
EHED - H86-92 (FERMFLCBEBBRR I LTS -

© ® 9©



628 L TRERBA R A S

— T FRff R B BERE ) R O R 77 o B R BRER M [k B 2R (
Bk~ HBRHE S S s AL~ B S K5 KARE) ~EF (B
) -~ #iE (BT~ A7) ~ Wik CRIR -~ 3B ~ AW fzEdt (2
BREL ~ NIREL ~ KM ~ KIESET ~ A% ~ 4250 ~ F1IE) S0 » O TLIGR
1870 MBS E R R — T EEZE o

TR 4 SRV AR FIE 22 18904 R AN H o 1890%F B £4 {8 B 7 22 I 3| JE B Y
W%y TATELIEMEIRREER » REBRNERERD S » RERNSERT
NIEHETE » B EEBERTEE G4 o 7h i A K MR 18924 2= F
Mo BUTEREEERZSDER » B 6 B RN - B ~ THEE -
PURHIZE ~ R c MR EM —F » SABAMBESEHR —AMT
T SRME 5 183FERMEWR + Mt A SR AN FEs =1l
INEEH &8k — B I % 719240~ 250N 0 BE X BB G INA ~ KHBLA
INEBU & S g MR B EBR SR MAEAG LRSI R SR » X
R ST BE RIS B TE LD B IR IE & 8% o FARBRE » ZWE 2
FHRAAE SOREH2IEE  OFNEZEITRENIERE B o

2. ARREWE

B A 5T » BT H AR DR HEILID SR » A8 T U8 A o
Tyl SR L I o BRESERYE © 381896F 9 J f 1 HE fa M Zx g3 HL Al | -
W — MR R Z PR o (ARG AIMERS BAREE SR AEHE
I EBEEINE R WESERSRHS/DER » RGP EIHIRZE
B HLEFARBZIARICBAR o S UBHUR T » RABEENNDFER
W—5R > WESMARE IR AR EPRBRREAE » BIRHHE - &
HEERIE T o R 5 RN HE S A A BIERE » 5 R 28 A K & BAFE R e
(FREEAT B R R A AR M) » AEEBEHE 10481 » [KHA
Zant | GtREHE=Z)RBALE—FTZHE 5 FA26H HHRIAHR
B NAK_RHE  ~AEBAEEERY (HARAL » CHERTTE

® (EBATAHEE , TS i
@ «ﬁ@gn,—mi», 342 WM (RERGMERIRERL) Gl %8

i T R A 1900) -

® (ALY o R BT WELE  FI940 T8 WRERA=1S 51
AAERE: (B BL7—AAREREBEAE ) (e AL B BT
GRS SN LT ] (éit AR fy T HbERER |
(F 11-80) B"ﬁaatﬁma REmiis o ik » EMBRRL L
R GRRAT) © GREERS) (K s b ERBBRE R RIS > FUS.
753 » ﬁf\ﬁfﬂf@_ﬂﬁﬂﬂi‘#ﬁ, <l e



2 7 B PR T 2 R B 629

T BT AR BT (SRR H AR BT e BREH A
i ASLE B R A B 67 o

FRE ARG EMEL » RBE 4 AMBET » LRHEENMESIZE
TV BEEEH AR L BHEARE B WA AR EL AR » LIYESEEASE
REHERREA (ORIES) WAERT » MEESESAR » 81U LT
™ PHERT —BRAT GRIR4TSAR) ~ —8RM (445 AR ~ BRI (432 &
RO~ =5 (393.6AR) ~ MR (379 AR) ~ AWM (331 AR) M
RERA (336 AR o EABRFEES ABNRAL o BRE A BE2BRAH
AN EEARTERIL S JFE - IR ~ ZHESHN » REERERES
W~ MRS E SRR S % TIE o 7218994 » B T.HHA AS54% » EA 200
HEL®

R » Ty L R ILFIE 189 A » i MA ~ RITHTAYRE &1L b
BREBV=KE1U 2 78 1903~04 £ ZLUEEEETHRAARZE
AR EE AR AE VS0 o 5 B TR HEAELER T B BETE 35 3% IRV BRER /Y » 3 BLBR KSR IE Y
BAERAMDEREEE » M AS R 20 S0ERE » TREBELHEZ
o 7 19 ibfdsR 20 fEACHIHIE B BEHZ MBRIGHI 450 5K » @ BT

189948k » #1 H RABELBFHER/ N » BRBBARE » ADR
B BEARS R RABIIRARES RS ERE » HFELEEXHA
MG HAEMXERIRCRBEBETENEBA » BRIHET &
Z &M RTHBHZNEES - REEEFEEXHZENFRBEZT »
LIR854 TSR ER R/ VHEBEEE » BIm &
ZIRI o FIREDARE TARERT] » BEREMEREDANYEMS T » IR
BIMEBERMALD  DHEBRNAG  AMBEHARNMZANGE » BE
XA TRBER] KARSKHMKFER—HEE c YR THILMSES
ZWMARTBAL T@BFR] (RiksSBFIE) DERBRREND S o It
BB W R TR OIHHIE » 7£19065F » B2 [REFIR] » 4§ TSmBER]
o &BE% | HARA » - AR LBRKFEBREPTHLNREH
2 » Z19094F » il FTARE 1Y K IR B2 L7 R ILFEHIRAVI0S © ®

58 (19145) » THEHEMA] BE T AR » WIRTE » FEEE -

® ((%F%/'ﬂlx—l‘ﬁ’f)) F36 ; 7k 0 WiS|E 0 H 40-42 0
R imiE Eﬁﬁﬂ’ﬁd\ﬁ (FE » ﬁ¥®’1924)'ﬁ26 PR 0 5 lé 46 47o
® (EEFHNME) E25-29:ﬂﬁﬁ"1896¢ DA% R B » R E A

®



630 ST HE SR BB MO S 23S

& SR OERE 0 LIBEA VRN CmE s A3 Th RIS LR AR
o REBEHKLAES 30 BE » RN R » BRRERFESTE 1552
B MEBTEHEZHE - BRTES TSR] SR KHARME S H
FL-GR LS LR » WL TREBERE | A B AR B ERSTMNA Z
WOUEEMN BREDWER » B LFR ELEBARZERABTE
FE L AR A B AR A5 TR RE B AN 539 138 T (19044F) 9 TH#E650- 64287 » 1917
R EETS9. 13AFT » ® s T L EE &S 5 B REH o

FH—J7H o BEKFER19034F » BERIFR EALMAER G » B
1k TRRHMERT] Bt EM ETISS JIRNThEE » ZEHSEHER » TR 19074EF11910
A AR A KB TR B RIS (1901FE4A BB » FiH bk
LT R A &I A 851 2 — U RS T R RERGES » © FL
EAGR B R 201 AC R HABN 2248 T 5 R 2208 & S 2 45 TR B S8 #f o BT
M EREBAEIAERABEHER A& o

19184¢ 3 H » ZRuE &SR Gk (A7) &k o I BRERE T
1% 0 HA20850H 5 M4 10 A Lh 30 ¥ [E] 6 B H AL LE B 5 Y 2 TR S HE » S04
— Qe THEFIER )~ T HmFIBE ] STRAGH TRt ~ EEEEE S
% TAEE 150 BE » Sk EBEF HEILR o MEE » Hi)y & I IEB R
M a2 b @REBEBHRGRLTRE B S « BRI
Z— K% 0 PAAIZEE AFERE R AR S TRZEMFTAOTE » R M7 K
Kk 2 —MEFRN—SE » BHEEAREN SN AHE UG (Jh4I
FARSHL 8 LA BFE » 1925 B H RS LR Gt mse » #5 H
A MR it E 0 1933 B EEPER NG © 5 HEEaHgE o

EAEN19234E I8 » BRI 2 & » ZBABERKIE » WEIHER
et o BRI A R SR RO O R (19264 5 BRBRLUSHIER 20k ~ &l ak
T D LS A T ELAETRE (19334EF119364E) » LW TEeE Ml e 2%
H A W R BE » #—ShiL o 19374EBRGE AN » RERTIBEMIE o W%
W R SR S AR A SR 2 o LB AR S 2 AR A o

® [k E® 29-31 o XH KT B AR LU RO R 2L o 1 HAGHETT 5 1 MR IR GF »
EREZE SHT 5 Sk BI— BB ¢ (Y BLILY CGEEE o ZER UK G LB Dy biks o
% . 1933). »H2 5 H7-8 ¢ ‘- el
W (EREEHE) o ' 52-530
8 [ ko EH53-54 5 (ERAFLEIR) 0 H2 o
©  FEFE GIAaSgLoEoD -+ (FHRo=E) 4:6 (21 » 1936 4:12)3) » H2 5 &
BT GRMTTRER | (EEZE) (Bt EMET  RER39) H30-360 {39 -



A BRI SR R M B 631
&1 mAE&#EER (1898~1938)
) | B 2 A
= 5 AN i
ER\E B B | Mis9s=100 ‘Fl\e - B Tig08=100
1898 9.25 100| 1919 237. 49 2,567
1899 38.78 419 1920 199. 20 2, 154|
1900 40. 50 438] 1921 381.55 4,125
1901 42.24 457) 1922 252. 44 2,729
1902 85. 76 927] 1923 91. 82 993
1903 150. 70 1,629] 1924 59. 43 642
1904 539. 13 5,828] 1925 40.02 433
1905 504. 71 5,456] 1926 68. 62 742
1906 365. 05 3,946 1927 248.96 2,691
1907 330. 81 3,576| 1928 129. 91 1,404
1908 280. 06 3,028 1929 248. 08 2,682
1909 250. 45 2,708 1930 248. 36 2,685
1910 347. 85 3,761| 1931 315. 52 3,411
1911 337. 06 3,644 1932 578. 66 6,256
1912 355. 42 3,842 1933 * 562.5 6,081
1913 230. 55 2,492 1934 — -
1914 352.45 3,810 1935 — -
1915 650. 64 7,034] 1936 — -
1916 693. 77 7,500| 1937 % 1,350~14, 595~14,995
1917 789. 13 8,531 1938 ¥ 1,350 |14, 595~ 14, 99
1918 276. 74 2,992 e
FORACH ¢ (05K Bh—BfR © (B BOLEsL) » BT ~9 o

B

(2) (BIRFEEIME) » H33o

O—H R o
OREMZEMFAR » L DE=3. 50T -

: D * FIE AR BRI 5 ©



