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12 traditional zodiacs are tradi-
tional Chinese folk-custom, and
China pays attention to charac-
teristics of Chinese traditional
culture. Japan issued stamps
about 12 traditional zodiacs pri-
marily, and China issued the
first set in 1980. these 4,200,000
Gengsheng Monkey stamps are
the most expensive stamps
about 12 traditional zodiacs in
our country, the par value is 8
fens but the market value is
more than ten thousand times.
The most valuable stamps about
12 traditional zodiacs in the
world are Corean New Year
Stamps, the whole set of these
minitypes values about 20,000
RMB.
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12 traditional zodiacs come of
some ethnologic totems, and
China is the cradleland of them.
The prototypes of oriental 12
traditional zodiacs root in
animals but yet surpass animals,
and they are intelligential and
sublime things. Stamps about
them issued all over the world
year by year foster folk-custom

love knots.
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12 traditional zodiacs are 12
animals matching 12 zodiacs
coming down from ancientry,
because they are used to sign
and count man’s birth time, they
are endowed with man’s spiritu-
alism and shouldered with man’s
wishes. From these stamps,
people can feel alertness of rats,
patience of oxen, valor of tigers,
immaculacy of rabbits, power of
dragons, brightness of snakes

and haleness of horses.
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Open the post-cards of stamps

about 12 traditional zodiacs,
youll simply roam in the country
of artistic animals, in the graph
papers there are too many well-
turned animals to view and
admire. 12 traditional zodiacs
come of China but prevail in all

over the world.
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The collecting of stamps about
12 traditional zodiacs has a very
comprehensive base in China.
Japan issued stamps about 12
traditional zodiacs in 1950 for
the first time, and these stamps
didn’t come to the whole world
except Asia or form an upsurge
until 1993. So far there have
been more than 1600 kinds of
stamps about 12 traditional
zodiacs.

1A § 1A
1A 1A
.'u. ', 7 N
= 27\
{ ®l - N
il B
% -.'.' A
| 1A T8 | 1A
[ 1a A‘ﬁ@)]?‘\‘l&} " 1A
‘ £} NU25 BHUTAN
mioS .
| LN ] L] L ] e

World Stamp Exhibition
PACIFIC 1997
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Stamps about 12 traditional

zodiacs echo and arouse strong
sensibilities on New Year’s Eve
in many countries with their
beautiful totems, full-bodied
folk-custom and sib sensibili-
ties. There are tremendous
amount of stamps in the world,
but a man of insight often
chooses the subject of stamps
about 12 traditional zodiacs to

collect.
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Rat bites open sky and
creates outstanding merit.

12 traditional zodiacs come of
some ethnologic totems. Rat
moves about in the midnight
and matches apropos to Zi
which is the first one in 12
zodiacs. Rat bites open sky and
becomes primogenitor, so it

takes the lead.
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Ox gallops and ploughs, and
| there is a wealthy year.

In legends things grew after rat
bit open sky, but wasteland was
everywhere, and ox helped
people plough and then multi-
plied. So ox takes the second

place in 12 traditional zodiacs.
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Tiger is the king of all
animals

The tiger sign people born
under matches Ying of 12
zodiacs, and it’s the third one
after rat and ox. But in the
family of stamps about 12 tradi-
tional zodiacs, the stamps about
tiger take the lead. Japan is the
firstcomer in this place, but
China is the cradleland of 12
traditional zodiacs with the

history more than 2300 years.
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Rabbit makes the moon and
means lucky and achieving
what one wishes.

In legends Changé ate Wangmus
deathless drug and flown to the
moon with the rabbit, so rabbit
becomes the substitute of moon
and the drugmaker in the moon.
Libai wrote poems as “white
rabbit makes drug from spring

to autumn, who is the neighbor

of disconsolate Chang’e?”
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The first set of stamps about
dragon in China

The stamps about dragon were
issued in Qing Dynasty, and
Chinese are offspring of dragon.
In legends the prototypes of
dragon are snake and fish, and
then armature of eagle, horn of
deer, body of horse, mouth of
pig and scale of fish. Huangdi
used dragon as the totem of the

gens.
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Solidarity, consummation,
luck and blessedness
Snake is one of toxicants in
peopled mind, but the snake sign
people born under is something
intelligential and lucky, named

small dragon.
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The horse sign people born
under has matched Wu of 12
zodiacs for 3000 years.

Eohippus existing in 5000 years
ago is the ancestor of hodiernal
horse, and it was domesticated
as the leader of beasts. Horse is
handsome, noble and lusty, gal-
loping forward, so people like
and respect it deeply and choose
it to be one of 12 traditional
zodiacs, expressing profound
sensibilities and nicer wishes to

other people .

B

=
o

|
|

&
%

,-'_-_.-T

¥ W
ARBL 3358
Ve

Wi
[ Es T

THE HORSE
i

PAINTINGS OF

MONG (1895-1953)




FRAXRBFEZPRRE
FRAGH. BR.
£5F. BE bEF “E7
WO, EHEN B
T, FH R
E" HpE, BESRIEHR
wggn
Goat is the close friend of
man.
Goat means luck, kindness and
beauty. In the Chinese inscrp-
tions on oracle bones, Yang
stands for Xiang and Jiyang
means Jixiang. Xiang is com-
posed with the left part Shi and
the right part Yang, so sacrifice

with goats means Xiang.
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Monkey rouses and liberates
thought.
Monkey belongs to Primates
like man and ape is even the
ancestor of man. The image of
the powerful and bright monkey
in Chinese traditional novel
Monkey Goes West conceals

deeply in Chinese memory.
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Rooster is the only delegate of
poultry, and the rooster sign
people born under is the tenth in
12 zodiacs, between monkey
and dog. The prototype of
phoenix is rooster and under
Huangdi’s rule the phoenix was

rooster, so rooster means luck.




